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You may receive a touch
from God in church and go
home encouraged. But once
the feeling wears off, you realize
your circumstances are the
same. what's the solution, you
ask? Any change that comes
must happen in us, not in our
situation. We have to be so
given to Jesus; he becomes our
all, our sole source of fulfilment.

A pastor told me a beautiful
story regarding this. A young
woman in his church had been
born with an extreme facial
disfigurement. All through her
teen years, she dreamed of
meeting a man who would love
her despite her handicap. Her
desire continued into her
twenties, and she longed to
have a child as well. Through
those years, she faithfully
brought her request before the
Lord, hoping he would answer.

Not long ago, the young
woman approached the pastor.
She handed him a bar of soap
and a baby rattle. She said,
“Pastor, | need you to take
these things off my hands. They
have to do with a dream I've
carried since | was a little girl.”

Every time my father washed
up, he asked me, “Honey, go
get me some soap” | loved
getting it for him. It made me
feel needed and wanted by him.
As | grow older, | always hoped
a husband would say that to
me. Then | could respond in
love, as | did with my dad. As
for the baby rattle, it reminds me
of my desire to have a child.

“I want you to know, | don’t

need these anymore. I've laid
those dreams down. And | have
traded them for a better one.
You see, | am at peace with my

DAVID WILKERSON

condition. | know that it will
never change. So | have
surrendered it to the Lord. Now
Jesus totally fills my life. He has
become my source of joy. I've

PERFECT SURRENDER

Then, with tender words, the
pastor confessed that he also
was changing. “I've surrendered
my dream of having a large
church” he said, “My
congregation wasn’t growing as
| thought it should. | wanted to
see fruit from my ministry. That
desire caused me to strive to
succeed in other’s eyes.

“But | only want one thing

Even our godliest dreams can become
foolish if we don’t trade them for Christ.

found him what no husband
could give me. He took my old
dreams and gave me himself.

“The Lord is my husband.
And the kids you see flocking
to me in church are the children
he’'s given me. I've been
blessed without measure. So,
please take these symbols for
me. | have finally been freed
from their weight.”

The pastor says all of this
woman’s discouragement is
gone now. She couldn’t be
happier. And she has become
the most loving person in his
church.
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now. And that is, a church that
loves. | want to shepherd people
who care for each other as a
loving family of believers. It
doesn’t matter how large or
small we are. When | stand
before the Lord, | want to know
| taught my people to love as
Jesus loves.” This man has
come into God'’s rest.

Even our godliest dreams
can become foolish if we don’t
trade them for Christ. If our Lord
wants such things for us he will
bring them to pass. Meanwhile
we are to live in his peace.
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