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‘Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL
Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFS CODE : SBTR0000677

[\ [s1=H

Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal @ gmail.com with the transaction details, your address,
phone number and the subscription reference number.

Printed, Published by Sunny Varghese and owned by Christian Fellowship Trust. Published from Jeevamozhikal,
Near Thuthotty Jn., Kumaranalloor P.O., Kottayam and Printed at Alois Graphics, Kottayam. Editor-Geoji T. Samuel.
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“FAITH REALLY CAN MOVE
A MOUNTAIN!”

A small congregation in the foothills of the Great Smokies built a
new sanctuary on a piece of land willed to them by a church member.

Ten days before the new church was to open, the local building
inspector informed the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for
the size of the building. Until the church doubled the size of the parking
lot, they would not be able to use the new sanctuary.

Unfortunately, the church with its undersized parking lot had used
every inch of their land except for the mountain against which it had
been built. In order to build more parking spaces, they would have to
move the mountain out of the back yard.

Undaunted, the pastor announced the next Sunday morning that
he would meet that evening with all members who had “mountain-
moving faith”.

They would hold a prayer session asking God to remove the
mountain from the back yard and to somehow provide enough money
to have it paved and painted before the scheduled opening dedication
service the following week.

At the appointed time, 24 of the congregation’s 300 members
assembled for prayer. They prayed for nearly three hours. At ten o’clock
the pastor said the final “Amen”.

“We'll open next Sunday as scheduled,” he assured everyone. “God
has never let us down before, and I believe He will be faithful this time
tOO_"

The next morning as he was working in his study there came a loud
knock at his door. When he called “come in”, a rough looking
construction foreman appeared, removing his hard hat as he entered.

“Excuse me, Reverend. I'm from Acme Construction Company over
in the next county. We're building a huge new shopping mall over there
and we need some fill dirt. Would you be willing to sell us a chunk of
that mountain behind the church?

We'll pay you for the dirt we remove and pave all the exposed area
free of charge, if we can have it right away. We can’t do anything else
until we get the dirt in and allow it to settle properly.”

The little church was dedicated the next Sunday as originally
planned and there were far more members with “mountain-moving
faith” on opening Sunday than there had been the previous week!
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Youth Section

Justification
and
Sanctification-lI

Sandeep Poonen

Question:
Can you explain the words Justification and Sanctification?

Answer:

| last spoke about the glorious truth about justification. This
month | want to follow up with some thoughts on sanctification. In
my estimation, very few Christians have a firm understanding or
conviction of both justification and sanctification.

Here's the reason why | say this:

Many Christians live lives of constant guilt and
condemnation.

They do not live where they can ALWAY'S enter God’s presence
with boldness and confidence (Hebrews 4:16). So they fall into
sin (accidentally or intentionally). But the worse sin they commit
is that they believe the lie that they do not have a way back to
God's presence and acceptance. Instead they hide from God's
presence (like Adam and Eve did).

God never excuses sin. But God has created a way back for
anybody who sins. But there is NO hope for somebody who
chooses to stay from God. The only person who has no hope is
the one who is unwilling to come back to God.

% Many other Christians live lives of superficial
freedom

When a person does not recognize the seriousness of the sins
in their lives, they are living with a freedom that Jesus has nothing
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to do with.

Many people like to quote this phrase: You will know the truth
and the truth will make you free. But that is only half of the sentence
that Jesus said. The whole sentence is this: “If you continue in
My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you free” (John 8:31-32).

It is only as we continue in God’s Word that we will continue to
live with the freedom of Christ. If we silence the HOLY Spirit when
He points out areas in our lives that lack holiness, then we are
choosing to separate ourselves from God’s Words for us. We
are then living with an un-Biblical view of Christian freedom. Now
we may feel like we are free and think that all is good, but we are
deluding ourselves spiritually.

The life that Jesus offers is NOT a life of repeated condemnation/
guilt, but neither is it a life of superficial freedom. If you find yourself
living either of these lives, you can be sure you have not met the
true Jesus. The truth about justification is meant to free us from
a life of repeated guilt and shame and condemnation, and the
truth about sanctification is meant to free us from a life of superficial
and fake freedom.

Justification and sanctification go hand in hand and CANNOT
be separated. Justification by faith is the foundation on which our
lives must be built. But sanctification into lives of increasing
holiness is the only way to build a house that will keep you safe
amidst the storms of life.

Paul speaks clearly to the messages of justification and
sanctification in his letter to the Romans. Romans 1-3 set up the
message of justification by faith that starts in Romans 3:21. The
rest of that chapter and chapters 4 and 5 continue to establish
this great truth. Then Romans 6 begins to speak about the truth
of sanctification.

And Paul transitions from justification to sanctification with these
words in Romans 6:1-2 — What shall we say then? Are we to
continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How
shall we who died to sin still live in it?

Or if | might paraphrase: What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin because of the great truth of justification? May it
never be! How shall we who died to sin refuse to be sanctified?
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So let me share with you a couple of thoughts on sanctification,
and how | have come to joyfully embrace the truth of sanctification
that | read about in the Bible.

Before | define sanctification, let me show you one verse that
tells us how vital it is. Hebrews 12:14 says, “Pursue peace with
all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the
Lord.” So sanctification is essential for anyone who wants to see
and be with the Lord.

How should we think of sanctification? The Bible uses the word
sanctification in the same way as it uses two other more familiar
words — holiness and consecration. So to me, sanctification is
the process by which we are made holy, and for us to be sanctified
is for us to be set apart for a particular purpose (consecrated).
SO SANCTIFICATION IS THE PROCESS BY WHICH WE ARE
INCREASINGLY SET APART FOR GOD ALONE.

Think about that for a minute. If you are a serious Christian,
you've probably heard many messages on holiness, and may even
sincerely desire to live a holy life. But what does that look like in
your everyday life? For me, | found that my attempts to be holy
consisted of trying to do all the right things and also trying to not
do any of the wrong things (with the Bible is my guide). But after
a while, and after a million times of messing up and falling down,
sanctification became a tremendous burden. | began to hate the
word sanctification and holiness, and preferred to think only about
justification and the great love of this God who accepted me.

So while sanctification is the process by being made holy, |
must not reduce it to trying harder and training my will just to say
no. Don’t get me wrong, | must try harder and train my will to say
no (see Luke 9:23; 1 Corinthian 9:24-27). But the process by
which | am made holy is NOT primarily by my running away from
something, but rather by my running towards something.

This is a very important distinction.

| am sanctified as | set myself apart increasingly for God
and God alone.

% Itis as | choose to follow Jesus even when it means the
rejection of my friends that | tell God that | want to be set apart for
Him alone.
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% Itis as | choose to obey Jesus and “pray for those who
persecute you,” rather than scheme and wish for their downfall,
that | tell God that | want to be set apart for Him alone.

% Itis as | choose to trust the words of Jesus that He will
never leave me even when all of my feelings tell me that | am all
alone, that | tell God that | want to be set apart for Him alone.

This is how | personally view sanctification. This is how | have
thoroughly embraced a life of holiness for every area of my life. It
is not because | serve a God whom | afraid of. The fear of God
that | seek to have is only in response to His great love shown to
me. Itis as | continue to experience the great love of God, that |
long to please Him more and more.

I am discovering a God who (even still) KEEPS welcoming me
back home as | claim the finished work of His Son as my access
into His presence. |find that | have FULL access to God’s presence
at all times as | continue to place my faith in Jesus. Don't you
think it's completely natural and obvious to expect me (a recipient
of so much mercy from such a God) to also want and seek for
ways to set myself apart for such a God? To me, it is the most
natural reaction in the world.

Dear friend, | hope that these truths will sink in deeply. Many
young people have gone after the “fool's gold” of a grace that is
cheap and vulgar. They have fallen away from pursuing all of
Christ by listening to fanciful ideas, talented writers, and eloquent
speakers who entice us with a God that is a half-truth of love
without holiness. At the same time, there are many other young
people who have been burdened by outwardly “holy” people who
teach a taskmaster of a God and who is all judgment and wrath.

| hope that what | have written above shows you a refreshingly
different and more wonderful God! May God have mercy on us
and open our eyes to the true God.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)

X/
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