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LEARN TO DISCERN BETWEEN
SPIRITUALITY AND RELIGIOSITY

One of the greatest dangers that faces the Christian in his pursuit of a holy
life is that of ending up being religious and not spiritual. Religiosity is often
mistaken by the undiscerning believer for spirituality. But there is a world of
difference between the two. The former is human, the latter is divine. The law
could make people religious, but not spiritual. Religiosity is being taken up
with the external, visible things. Spirituality is primarily a matter of the heart.
God's word warns us that there will be many in the last days who have a form
of godliness without its power - in other words, they will be religious, but not
spiritual (2 Tim. 3:5). They will go religiously to meetings, pray and read the
Bible daily and even attend all-night fasting and prayer meetings, tithe their
income, etc. But they will still seek honour from men, live for themselves, love
money and be interested in gossiping, etc. Such people are religious, not
spiritual. They have a form of godliness without the power. Here are some
examples.

e If you are more interested in going to meetings than in crucifying the flesh
(Gal. 5:24), you are religious, not spiritual.

e If you are more interested in reading your Bible every morning than in
controlling your tongue the whole day, you are religious, not spiritual.

¢ If you are more interested in fasting and praying than in being free from the
love of money, you are religious, not spiritual.

e If you are more interested in evangelism than in personal sanctification,
you are religious, not spiritual.

e Religious people are interested in the written word alone ("the letter') and
end up having the righteousness of the law. Spiritual people, however, are
interested in the Word being manifested in flesh and blood and, thus, end
up having the righteousness of God, the divine nature.

e Religious people justify their actions by quoting the words or actions of
some man of God. Spiritual people, however, never seek to justify themselves
before men.

e Religious people are more interested in men's opinions than in God's
opinion. Spiritual people care only about God's opinion.

s Religious people can meditate for years on the words of praise that some elder
brother spoke concerning them. Spiritual people, on the other hand, like Jesus,
refuse to receive testimony from men (Jn. 5:34). They know that other men do
not know the corruption that they see within themselves, and so they realise
that the praise of men is worth less than nothing.

e The attitude of mind that thinks "What can I get out of the Lord?" leads to
religiosity. On the other hand, the attitude that thinks "What can the Lord
get out of the one earthly life that I have?" will lead to true spirituality.

e All the activities of religious people mentioned in the above examples are
good. But it is a question of priorities. It is right priorities that make a man
spiritual.
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What is the
Baptism In
The Holy Spirit

- Part |
Sandeep Poonen
Question:
Can you please help me understand how | can receive the baptism in
the Holy Spirit?
Answer:

This is a very important question, because the baptism in the Holy
Spirit is a matter of much confusion. | took all of 2012 to describe the
ministry of the Holy Spirit, but | didn’t specifically address this question.
So | want to share my present thoughts on this topic, and on the phrase:
“baptism in the Holy Spirit.” And what | will try to do is answer this
question by giving 12 points that | hope brings some clarity on this topic
(5 in this article and 7 in the next).

But let me share this as a most important introduction before my 12

points:

The “baptism in the Holy Spirit” is a fundamental message of the
New Covenant. And the reason is that it is the critical differentiator of
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Jesus’ ministry. John the Baptist clearly stated that while he baptized
people in water for repentance, Jesus would baptize us in the Holy Spirit
(John 1:33). John the Baptist was the greatest of the Old Covenant
saints (Matthew 11:11). But Jesus was bringing a brand new way of life
with Him — one where every one of His followers would be greater than
even John the Baptist. So the distinctive difference of Jesus’ ministry
should be our distinctive as well — Jesus as the One baptizes us in the
Holy Spirit, and we His followers are those who are characterized as
those who are baptized in the Holy Spirit.

Among the three Persons in the Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit),
the greatest mystery surrounds the Holy Spirit — the Person in the
Godhead that has been given to reside within us and Who is our “point of
contact” to the other Persons in the Godhead, the Father and Jesus
Christ. And | believe that this mystery is exactly according to the plan of
God.

Think back to the two trees in Garden of Eden —the tree of life and the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. There’s a mystery when we try to
understand and explain life, while there’s little mystery when one knows
exactly what is good and what is evil. Adam and Eve could have eaten of
the tree of life — where they communed of this most mysterious Divine
Life, and where they depended and relied on Him for life. But they decided
that they would rather have a clear knowledge of what was good and
what was evil. They were basically telling God, “Sure, we want to be
moral, but we don’t want it to come by constantly depending on You!”

Since then, there have been countless religions that teach people how
to live moral and good lives. Even many Christians live moral and upright
lives. But most folks of all religions do not live with a persistent need for
God because all they have done is studied the rulebook really well (maybe
even the Bible), and learned how to control their emotions well enough to
stay moral and good. But such people, even if they claim to be followers
of Jesus, are stuck in a rules-based religion — producing the kind of life
that springs forth from those who eat the fruit of the tree of knowledge of
good and evil. The fundamental characteristic of those who eat from the
tree of life is that they recognize their enduring need for the Holy Spirit.
They are like helpless branches that recognize their most fundamental
need for the main vine — even after maybe 100 years of being constantly
connected to the vine.

In John 15, Jesus described Himself as the Vine and we as the
branches. Now | learned in high school that life flows from the roots to
the branches through what is called xylem. So if Jesus is the Vine, and
| a branch, then the Holy Spirit is that critical xylem that gives me the life
of Jesus.
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We must always remember that the core message of Christianity
is NOT that we become good people, but that WE REFLECT THE
LIFE OF JESUS. Being an accurate reflection of Jesus is the destination
that has been set for every believer (Romans 8:29), and our life on this
earth is a journey of transformation towards the full glory of Jesus (2
Corinthians 3:18). The key benefit of the New Covenant (the New
Agreement between God and man) is not that we could become rich or
that we could go to heaven, but that we could partake of the Divine Nature
(2 Peter 1:4).

When our eyes are opened to this, we will easily see how impossible
this is to achieve by our own efforts. When we set our goal to live moral
and upright lives, we will slowly begin to believ that we can manage
without a constant need for the Holy Spirit. But when we keep the life
of Jesus as the goal set before us, we will realize our constant
need for us to be fully immersed in the Holy Spirit. So when we find
that we don’t have a hunger and thirst for an utter bathing in the Holy
Spirit, it invariably means that we have lost sight of the goal set for us —
to be like Jesus. Because | simply cannot imagine somebody in their
right mind actually believing that they can be a reflection of the total
purity and righteousness of Jesus by their own will-power.

So let us repeatedly adjust the goal of our lives to what the Scriptures
tell us, and we will naturally seek for total and repeated immersions
(baptisms) in the Holy Spirit. We should desire to be utterly drenched
and consumed by the Holy Spirit — so that all of the pollution within us is
washed away and that we are filled by the pure water of the Holy Spirit.

With that as a most-critical preface, let me explain my view of the
baptism in the Holy Spirit.

1. The phrase “baptism in the Holy Spirit” should not be
separated from the phase “filled with the Holy Spirit”

Jesus says this in Acts 1:5 — for John baptized with water, but you will
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now. But when
describing the actual event, Luke through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
says this in Acts 2:4 — And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance.

So the very first baptism in the Holy Spirit was no different than a filling
with the Holy Spirit.

2. The baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit is NOT primarily an
event or a physical experience
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Since the baptism in the Holy Spirit is no different than being filled with
the Holy Spirit, this is NOT a one-time experience or reduced to a particular
event at a given time, but a continuous lifestyle, because we see that the
disciples were filled again and again with the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:8, Acts
4:31, Acts 13:52).

This is critical because | find that there is a HUGE misconception that
persists about the baptism in the Holy Spirit as being an event or an
experience. Maybe the word “baptism” makes people think of baptism in
water, which is a one-time event. But if we think of baptism as immersion
(which is what the word baptism means), then it might be easier to see
baptism as similar to an utter filling. Now immersion can be experienced
by being dipped in a river and by standing under a waterfall. The Holy
Spirit is the river that flows from the throne of God (Revelation 22:1; John
7:37-39). So animmersion in the Holy Spirit can be compared to standing
under the mightiest waterfall of all.

This is a wonderful picture to think of as we think about the baptism in
the Holy Spirit. And why would | ever settle for just one “baptism”? Surely
as | see the sins that are still in me, | will seek to immerse myself again
and again under the purifying waterfall of the Holy Spirit.

3. | don’t need to know when | was first baptized or filled
with the Holy Spirit. What matters is to know my present condition

Seeking for a date/time/specific experience as proof of being baptized
in the Holy Spirit is like searching for my birth records to prove that | am
alive. 1don’t need a birth certificate nor need to even know my birth date
to know and prove that | am alive! So also, | need to just see if the fruit of
the Spirit (the Divine virtues that only the Holy Spirit can produce) are
being borne out within me right now. And most of all, | look for the fruit of
love — a passionate love for God and a Christ-inspired love for others.
Romans 5:5 — ...the love of God has been poured out within our hearts
through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

4. The Holy Spirit is always accessible to Christians of every
level of maturity (and freely — i.e. without cost), but only to those
who meet the conditions laid out in Scripture

We know that the blood of Jesus can cleanse every sinner of every sin.
But there are conditions to receive this cleansing — a heart of repentance
and faith. In the same way, there are conditions for those who desire to
be baptized/filled/full of the Holy Spirit:

a. Honestand humble about their absolute need for the Holy Spirit
because of the lack they see in themselves when compared to the life of
Jesus Christ (Isaiah 66:1-2)

b. A readiness to walk with a clean conscience by confessing all
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known sins (1 John 1:7)

c.  Adeep hunger for the life of Jesus to be evidenced to and through
them (John 7:37-39)

d. A surrendered life where all selfish interests, ambitions, and plans
are offered up to God as our living sacrifice on which the Holy Spirit’s fire
can fall (Romans 12:1-2; Leviticus 9)

e.  Faith that our good heavenly Father is faithful to His Word and
will give us the Holy Spirit when we ask for Him (Luke 11:11-13)

5.  If Ifulfill the conditions to be baptized/filled/full of the Holy
Spirit, | do not need to wait and wait for Him to be given to help
me fight sin in my own life.

| don’t make my children wait when they ask me for food. So also,
when | genuinely seek the Holy Spirit to help me conquer sin, my Heavenly
Father DOES give me the Holy Spirit. This is the clear-as-crystal message
that Jesus tells us about the Holy Spirit in Luke 11:11-13.

There is a lie that can persists in the back of many minds that they are
ready and eager to receive the Holy Spirit, but that God is for some
reason withholding the Holy Spirit from them. This is a lie that the devil
would like for us to believe. The truth is that the Holy Spirit is NEVER
withheld from anyone who asks for Him to help them overcome sin.
NEVER! He is given freely to those who meet the conditions. The Spirit
fills us just like sunlight floods every dark room when we pull away the
blinds from the windows. Sunlight is always ready to enter. When we pull
away the blinds and walk in the light, the Spirit rushes in.

This instant answer to our prayers does not contradict the parable in
the previous verses of Luke 11 (of the person who woke up his neighbor
for food). | am persistent in asking, but not because God has not given
me the Holy Spirit. | keep asking because | never stop needing Him —
both for my own life (a needy branch), and to satisfy the hunger of others.

| will share more in my next installment, but | hope that what | have
written above will give you something to think and pray about.

Your fellow pilgrim who seeks to constantly stand under the gushing
waterfall of the Holy Spirit,

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)

E X 4
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