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e sieonlion MoMuodlenn® asinl Proclaiming either to be “Him” or His very special messenger with

v favanazieLOg a so-called “ direct line”. Well, they abound in our current day and age!

There will be wars, famines, pestilences and earthquakes! Again there
is a frightening abundance! But those are just the beginning! More
important is the tribulation and persecution of the Christians because,
across the nations, this will occur in various forms. Many will be
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aflwyaul apam) offended by the name of Jesus and hatred will be stirred! That certainly
aIOD)MD 206M3 MUYNIOM. NIEBUM SOEMIERNIM SR R is very strong language.
mnmmmi;mg Blod SAOMAIME MOVMIMI aMmgy®; anlsf False prophets will arise all over the place! No doubt in the main
20) (USOUM  S06MI €HOM (TUJOM (D)) 23 61RO T 61615, these will be motivation-type speakers who tell the world that all is
@OD001005 AI5T). GREBHM E12IQPOOMNUMIEMY MUDYTUMLIB. well; that sin is not a problem;, that peace is on the way and that man is

o). (el esonud basically good! But reality, we are promised, will reveal an increase in
rebellion and lawlessness, to the extent that the love and expectations
of many Christians will grow cold because they will wonder if there
really is a God with the mess they see around them!! They will in fact
lose confidence in the gospel and Jesus and will suffer the consequences
of their loss of faith.But it is all about enduring and overcoming for the
believer and this is when the real test will face usl!
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But it is still going to get worse with the arrival of the Anti-Christ.
This will be a tribulation like the world has never seen. Great “signs”
and “wonders” will be performed by the purveyors of evil and this
will further confuse and deceive. Indeed if our faith is based upon signs
and wonders we are subtly being conditioned for end time deception!
Furthermore is our faith is based on emotion, we will also find it that
much easier to be sucked in. Don't believe it when people say this or
that! Just believe God’s Word. When Jesus comes back, it will be as
lightning from East to West. Everyone will see it! And as we build up to
this great moment in God’s divine plan, just know that things are not
going to get better down here!

2007 Michael D. Waters
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God's new
agreement
with you

Question: Your church iscalled New Covenant Christian Fellowship.
What does New Covenant mean?

Answer:

I’m glad you asked this question, because this is something that | am
passionate about, and something that iscentral to our church. SolI'mglad
| get an opportunity to explain thismore.

| wrotelast month about dead works, and near theend, | referenced the
New Covenant (Agreement) between God and man, and said that the New
Agreement isprimarily described with thispromise by God: “1 will...” So
it not alist of rules and regulations | have to observe, but a lifestyle of
dependence on God who WILL accomplish what He haspromised. So let
me expand on that, and give you a high-level overview of how | seethis
New Covenant.

God has made covenants (agreements) with humans over the centuries.
For example, the Bibletellsusthat God made acovenant with Noah (Genesis
6:18; Genesis9:9-17).But in Hebrews 8-10 and 2 Corinthians 3, wefind a
primary differentiation between two Covenants:

The Old Covenant (given by God through M osesfor the peopl e of
Israel), and

The New Covenant (given by God through Jesus for all those
who havefaith)

First of all, the Old and New Covenant is different from the Old and
New Testaments. The Old and New Testaments are simply HUMAN-
MADE division markers for books (just like the chapter and verse
separations that we find in the Bible). But the Old and New Covenants
were established by God and so are DIVINE-ESTABLISHED! So.it'sa
million times more important that we know the New Covenant properly
than all the booksin the Old and New Testament!
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So with that said, let me share a high-level overview of the New
Agreement:

1. Itisan agreement established by God through Jesusand His
blood that He shed for us

Hebrews 8:8 — For finding fault with them, He says, “ 'Behold,
daysare coming,” saysthe Lord, ‘When | will effect a new covenant With
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.’”

Mark 14:24 — And He said to them, “ This is My blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many.”

2. It wassealed by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost

2 Corinthians 1: 20-22 — For asmany asare the promises of God,
in Himthey areyes, therefore also through Himisour Amentotheglory of
God through us. Now Hewho establishesuswith youin Christ and anointed
us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a
pledge.

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 — Such confidence we have through Christ
toward God. Not that we are adeguatein our selvesto consider anything as
coming fromourselves, but our adequacy isfrom God, who also made us
adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of theletter but of the Spirit;
for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

These statements above should already tell us how important the New
Agreement is, because it involves ALL THREE members of the Trinity
actively participating in the agreement with us. And the pledge is not
pieces of stone (Ten Commandments), but the Person of God in our hearts.

So this agreement is written by God and offered freely (without cost)
to al who want to signit. ThisisNOT a one-way terms of a slavery
that God isenslaving you to. It isan agreement that God signs but
asks usto sign as well. Just like a job offer, the company signs your
offer letter but asks you to also sign so that they have recorded the firm
yet voluntary commitment from BOTH parties. So aso, God preserves
our freewill in Hisagreement. He signsthe agreement without hesitation
(He offered His Son Jesus freely and offers us His Holy Spirit freely as
well). But we can alwaysrefuseto sign. God will not violate our free-will
and force usto sign.

Withthat said, here’ show | seethe God’'sNew Agreement that isavailable
freelytoall:

Statement 1: | want you to bejust likeMy Son Jesusin the purity
of Hisinner character

Romans 8:28-29 — And we know that God causes all things to work
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together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according
to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
become conformed to theimage of His Son, so that Hewould bethefirstborn
among many brethren...

These versestell mewhat isin storefor all who want to love God and
who feel God calling them to fulfill His purposes, not their own purposes.

For those whom He foreknew: Because God can look into the future,
God isnot surprised by any who choose Him. Helooksinto thefuture, and
knows exactly how thingswill turn out. So He'snot surprised by it. But
He till rejoicesas He seesin time people accept His L ordship.

He predestined: God set adestination and goal ahead of time.

To become conformed to the image of His Son: To be just like Jesus.
But what does being just like Jesus look like? Does it mean growing a
beard like Him? Doesit mean being acarpenter like Hewas? No! Not at
al. And 1 John 3:2b-3 tells me what that means

1 John 3:2b-3 — We know that when He appears, we will be like Him,
because we will see Himjust as He is. And everyone who has this hope
fixed on Him purifies himself, just asHe s pure.

So this tells me what those who have the hope to be like Jesus do now
onthisearth. We purify ourselvesjust as Jesusis pure. Sowelook at the
purity of Jesus (who had no sin) and constantly seek to purify ourselves.

Smple exercise: Have you thought about an overall goa inyour life?
How would you assess your life and define success? Isit based on your
marital status, your children, the money you have, your career
achievements, etc? If we sign the New Agreement with God, we are
telling God that wewill throw away AL L other goalsand al other definitions
of success, and make becoming like Jesus in the purity of His character
our only goal.

Satement 2: | will do it as you keep looking at Me

Hebrews 8:10-12 — For thisis the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel after those days, saysthe Lord: “ 1 will put My laws into
their minds, and | will writethemon their hearts. And | will betheir God,
and they shall be My people.And they shall not teach everyone hisfellow
citizen, and everyone his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,” for all will
know Me, fromthe least to the greatest of them. For | willbe merciful to
their iniquities, and | will remember their sinsno more.”

The Old Covenant (the Old Agreement between God and man) can be
summarized in the Ten Commandments of Exodus 20, with the overriding
command of “You Shall...” (or “You Must"). Well, that Old Agreement
has been torn up by God and made obsolete now (Hebrews 8:13).
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The New Covenant is contrasted in these verses in Hebrews 8:10-12
with this prominent difference: Itisthe promise of God: “I will...”

Thisisthe rather simple yet monumental difference between the two
Agreements. The Old Agreement isa“You Shall...” agreement and the
New Agreementisa“ Godwill...” agreement.

As | wrote last month: We must ask yourself constantly if we are
interacting with a God Who constantly berates us with “You shall” and
“Youmust,” or Who constantly affirmsusthat “Hewill!” If we have been
living with ascolding God, we need to recognizethat because of God’'s
new agreement with us(theNew Covenant), God’sconsistent message
tousis“l will” !

2 Peter 1:3-4 —For by these He has granted to us His precious and
magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that isintheworld by lust. This
verse also confirmsthat Godisgoingtodoit. Itisby God'spreciousand
magnificent PROMISES (not His commandmentsthat we must obey) that
we get to taste and experience (partake) of the Divine Nature. Weneed to
stop seeing the Bible as a book filled with rules of dos and don'ts, but a
book filled with promisesof an*“1 will” God!

Smpleexercise: Do you know more of God’s commandments or more
of God's promises?l f we know more commandments than promises,
then we need to work on learning more of and embracing God’s
promisestowar dsus—becausethesecret to experiencing God’sdivine
natureisnot primarily by obeying thecommandments, but by reveling
in God’'s promises towards us and finding them more and more
precious, and more and more magnificent.

...asyou keep looking at Me

2 Corinthians 3:18 —But we all, with unveiled face, beholding asin a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
fromglorytoglory, just asfromthe Lord, the Spirit.

This transformation to the purity of Jesus' character is done by God,
but we must do something. We are to keep looking at Jesus and taking in
(beholding) more and more of Hisglory.

And hereagain, the Bibleisnot arule-book to befirst studied and properly
understood, but a book through which we must see the glory of Jesus
more and more. John 5:39-40 — You search the Scriptures because you
think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me;
you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life.

Simple exercise: If you have been aChristian for at least 2 years, can
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you honestly say that you see a glory about Jesus that is MUCH MORE
and MUCH GREATER than you did 2 years ago? If not, then we have
fallen from our first love for Jesus, and we have gone backwards in our
Christian development. And as Jesus tells the church in Ephesus in
Revelation 2:5, we must repent and turn around to where we fully face
Jesus.

So here'sthe New Agreement between God and us:

MY NEW AGREEMENT WITH YOU:

| want you to be just like My Son Jesusin the
purity of Hisinner character.
(Romans 8:29); (1 John 3:2-3)
And | will doitasyou keep looking at Me.
(Hebrews 8:10; 2 Peter 1:4); (2 Corinthians 3:18)

Sgned by Your Heavenly Father To be signed by you
inMy Son Jesus’ blood
and sealed by My Holy Spirit

God hassigned it —and all 3 Personsin the Trinity are fully agreed on
this. Areyouwilling and ready to signthisaswell? 1t’snot something got
besigned quickly. So sit down, count thecost (it requiresyour full surrender
for therest of your earthly life), before you sign.

Your fellow pilgrim who has chosen to sign the New Agreement,

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)

/7
0‘0
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