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OH!

AW TOZER

Then said I: "Ah, Lord God! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth."
--Jeremiah 1:6
To be articulate at certain times we are compelled to fall back upon

"Oh!" or "O!"--a primitive exclamatory sound that is hardly a word
at all and that scarcely admits of a definition....

In theology there is no "Oh!" and this is a significant if not ominous
thing. Theology seeks to reduce what may be known of God to

intellectual terms, and as long as the intellect can comprehend it

can find words to express itself. When God Himself appears before
the mind, awesome, vast and incomprehensible, then the mind sinks
into silence and the heart cries out "O Lord God!" There is the difference
between theological knowledge and spiritual experience, the difference
between knowing God by hearsay and knowing Him by

acquaintance. And the difference is not verbal merely; it is real and

serious and vital.

We Christians should watch lest we lose the "Oh!" from our hearts....

When we become too glib in prayer we are most surely talking to
ourselves.

When the calm listing of requests and the courteous

giving of proper thanks take the place of the burdened prayer that
finds utterance difficult we should beware the next step, for our
direction is surely down whether we know it or not.

Born After Midnight, pp. 86-87
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Question:

Jesus said “It is finished” just before He died. So | have heard that we
need to simply stand in the finished work of Jesus. So why doesn'’t
Jesus take us up to heaven the moment we’re born again? Why have us
remain on this earth?

Answer:

The finished work of Jesus is very important. Unfortunately, many people
only hear this message only around Good Friday and Easter, since these
were the last recorded words of Jesus before He died.John 19:30 —
Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!”
And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

But we need to be often and perpetually reminded of what Jesus
finished.But even then, there is a work that is still not finished in the work
of God, and where we play a part. So | want to briefly talk about what is
finished and what is not finished.

Itis finished:

Just before Jesus died, He told the Father in John 17:4 that He had
accomplished the task given by the Father. And then, through His death
and resurrection, there was a further sense of completion. There are
several passages that talk about what Jesus accomplished on the cross,
and it is too much to go into detail here. But for example, we read that
when Jesus made purification for our sins(Hebrews 1:3-4) and offered
Himself as a perfect sacrifice for sins for all time (Hebrews 10;11-120,
enduring the cross and despising the shame (Hebrews 12:2). After this,
Jesus was now able to sit down at the right hand of God. He had
accomplished everything He needed to do, so He was able to sit down.
Jesus our Great High Priest had finished His work, so He could now sit
down.

And because of the finished work of Jesus, we gain a whole lot. For
example, we have FULLACCEPTANCE before God in Jesus (Ephesians
1:4). We also have right-standing and can come boldly and with full
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confidence to God because of that (Hebrews 4:15-16). So we NEVER,
EVER have to be afraid of the Most Holy God when we come in the Name
of Jesus, because Jesus has made purification for sins for all time!

This is a drastic shift in relating with God, and I'd dare say that even the
godliest of saints barely comprehends the majesty of this. We ALL need
to have a greater revelation of this truth. So this must be preached from
the pulpits constantly and repeatedly, because we are all so dull of hearing
and so slow to believe it.

Butitis also NOT finished:

We must remember that we cannot claim that Jesus was God and died
personally for us, but then live as if this deserves anything less than our
ever-growing admiration and devotion to Him.And we are asked live out
our devotion to Him. So itis in this sense that the work of God and the
purpose of Jesus’ sacrifice isnot finished as yet.

Hebrews 10:11-13—Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time
after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; but He,
having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right
hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a
footstool for His feet.

Yes Jesus did sit down, but the work is not finished because Jesus is
WAITING now. He is waiting for His enemies to be made a footstool for
His feet.

But weren’t all the enemies of Jesus defeated on the cross? Yes, every
single evil force of darkness was defeated. And the leader of them all, the
devil himself, was utterly and permanently defeated. So why then is
Jesus waiting?

Jesus is waiting for OTHER enemies to be made a footstool for His feet.
And this is where we come in. We as the Body of Jesus Christ play a
part in the great story of God, because there are enemies within US that
need to be defeated as well. And God doesn’t do this by Himself. Like
carpenters, we are asked to work with the Holy Spirit to cut, chisel, and
ultimately fashion a beautiful and holy footstool for Jesusout of the enemies
of Christ within us.

And what are these enemies? Itis our flesh that only and always desires
to do its own will (Galatians 5:24; Hebrews 10:8-9,19-25). And even after
we are born again and the Spirit of God lives in us, this self-will can be
constantly corrupted by the spirit of the world (Galatians 6:14; 1 John
2:15-17) whose god is the devil (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).

These enemies of Jesus are the planks of wood that need to be made
into a footstool for Jesus.And we cannot do this in our own strength.
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Yes, WE are the ones who are asked to resist the devil (James 4:7), and
WE are the ones who must flee all sin (2 Timothy 2:22), and WE are the
ones who must work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians
2:12). These are all Biblical commands directed at us. But we also bow
before God and ask Him to give us His Holy Spirit to give us the grace
and strength for this task, because it is Him who is at work within us
(Philippians 2:13), and He is the One who will finish what He has started
within us (Philippians 1:6). So it’s a life where both the Holy Spirit and
we fashion this footstool for Christ (Romans 8:13). The Holy Spirit groans
and convicts and most HELPS us in this footstool-making work.

Now just recently, many in the Christian world celebrated Good Friday
and Easter Sunday as a way to remember the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. And many memorializedthis time through various things
like fasts, special church services, and even Facebook posts. Since
there is no explicitcommandto celebrate these days, we are not compelled
to celebrate it. But whatis NOT OPTIONAL is memorializing these acts
of Christ by a permanently changed life. This is explicitly commanded in
Scripture.

So we must remind ourselves that all the well-meaning sermons we
preached, all the songs we sang so happily to, and even all our touching
thoughts about Good Friday and Easter will be played back to us when
we stand before God. God WILL NOT ask us if we celebrated Good
Friday and Easter. But God WILL ask us if we changed our lives (and
kept changing our lives) to reflect the life of Jesus because of His sacrifice.
AndGod will judge and reward us based on how well we were
able to take the enemies of Jesus that lay within us and make
them into a holy footstool for Jesus.

So | hope that the Lord will grab a hold of our hearts to build on the
finished work of Jesus. Is it possible that Jesus is waiting to return until
just YOU complete your footstool? This is how | personally take this
verse for myself. Maybe it’s just me that the Lord is waiting on. Maybe
once He sees that my footstool is ready, the Lord will be ready to come
again. 1 John 2:28-29 encourages us to stand before Jesus with full
confidence and not shrink away from Him because of any bit of shame.

Your fellow carpenter in fashioning a footstool for Christ,
Sandeep

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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