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THE
e DEMONSTRATION
= OF GOD'S LOVE

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

| used to have a strong devotion to the Lord some time ago, but
| seem to have lost it somehow and don’t seem to know God'’s love.
What should | do?

Answer:

This is an important question because God wants us to guard
our devotion to God with utmost care. Jesus had a strong rebuke
for the church in Ephesus that did a whole lot of things right, but
had lost their first love (their devotion) for Jesus. Jesus said that
the church in Ephesus had gone backwards (had fallen— Revelation
2:5). We also see that the devilseeks to specifically target this
areaof our lives (see 2 Corinthians 11:3).

So what should we do if we are stuck here?We must go back to
the beginning of our walk with Christ. This was Jesus’ advice to the
church of Ephesus: torepent and do the deeds you did at first
(Revelation 2:5). So we must go back and re-inspect the very basis
of our life with Jesus; it is from this place that we can do the deeds
that we first did.

| find it good to go back often to the basic reasons why the
message of Jesus is good hews to me, and to focus my attention on
the good news.So let me share a verse that has been helpful to me
in this. Romans 5:8 - But God demonstrates His own love toward
us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

And what strikes me about this verse is that this was the
demonstrationof God’s love. God didn’t simply tell me about His
love; He gave me a live demonstration of His love.

When companies are looking for a product that will help them, it
can hard to know which product will work best for them. People can
claim all kinds of things about their products. So to know for sure,
companies will ask for an actual demonstration of the product. This
demonstration (demo) allows everyone to see the product actually
working.When we see a demo of the product, we know whether it's
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a great product or whether it was just good marketing. With the
demo, we get to see it for ourselves.

So this is what came to mind when | read the word demonstrate
in Romans 5:8. God could have demonstrated His love through
beautiful art (isn’t His creation the most amazing artwork there is?).
But as beautiful and majestic as His creation is, this is NOT the
demonstration of the love of the God. God’s personal demo to us
of His love is this: Jesus died for me when | was still a sinner and an
enemy of Him.

So the love of God is not an impersonal explanation of
Jesus dying for me when | was a sinner. | know the love of
God by personally seeing God’s demonstration of it: That |
was a hopeless sinner but Jesus still died for me.

Many people can claim to be Christians because they accept
the explanationthat Jesus Christ died for sinners. But to me, a true
Christian is one who has seen God’'s personal demonstration of
His love and has been personally touched by Jesus’ sacrifice for
them.

Thisis the glory of God that we see in Jesus Christ. It's
something that must always affect us in a personal (and not a
general) way. So dear brother/sister, when we find that we are
slipping in our personal devotion to Jesus, we must go back to God
and seek Him for a refresher of His demonstration of love. And
since the Holy Spirit constantly seeks to glorify Jesus (John 16:14),
He is eager to showme again and again that | was a selfish sinner
who only wanted to please myself, but yet Jesus chose to die for
me.
One last thought: Many of us might be seeking a life of consistent
victory over sin. We might wonder how we will ever experience
such a transformation from our current defeated lives. 2 Corinthians
3:18 is an amazing verse that tells me that as | simply behold the
glory of Jesus, | will be transformedto be more like Jesus, from one
degree of glory to another. What an amazing promiseto claim for
our personal transformation from sinners to saints!

So what is this glory of Jesus that is transformative? | believe
this glory of Jesus begins with the demonstration of Jesus’ sacrifice
just for us. So | must go back to the cross, and seek that the
demonstration of His love be made fresh and wondrous again.

May we seek to behold thisglory of Jesus in His personal sacrifice
for us on the cross (1 Corinthians 1:22-24). As we marvel at this
demonstration of love, the glory of His sacrifice will grow stronger in
us and our lives will sparkle with the light of that glory.

A worshiper at the foot of the cross,

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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ROCK OF AGES

The well known hymn' Rock of Ages cleft for me' was written by
Rev. Toplady of Burrington Combe, England in 1773. One day as Rev,
Toplady was walking in the countryside he was suddenly caﬁ;_:ht ina
storm. The wind blew against him mercilessly and the rain came down
heavily. Looking around for a place of safety he found a cleft in the
rock big enough for him to hide himself from the storm. He took refuge
in it. The storm continued to rage outside but he was safe inside li:l'
cleft. While there he composed the hymn writing down the words in a
playing card that was in his pocket. His physical discomfort. loneliness
and exposure to danger inspired him to write a hymn of Christian hope
which is popular among Christians of all countries and of all ages.

We read of another cleft rock in the book of Exodus ch. 33: 18 - 23,
Moses desired to see the glory of God. Since sinful man cannot survive
after seeing the full glory of God, So God placed him in a cleft in the
rock and covered him with His hand till He in His glory passed by.
Both the protective cleft and the covering hand of God are signs of
God's love for Moses. Like Moses Rev. Toplady was also pmtcﬁ!ud in
the cleft by God's hand. How often we are protected by God's hand as
we travel on the dangerous road of life and we never realise it.| "The
eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms"
r,Huut.H:E?}

Earlier when the Israelites wandered in the desert they found no
water to quench their thirst. They grumbled against Moses who turned
to God for help. God asked him to strike the rock at Horeb with the
same staff with which he had performed miracles on the waters of the
Red Sea and the River Nile. Moses did as the Lord commanded and
waters gushed forth from the rock. (Exod. 17:1-7).

A rock is something firm, strong and unshakable. Isaiah describes
God as the 'Rock eternal’ worthy of our trust (Is.26:4). David often refers
to God as a Rock often in a personal way as 'my Rock'. Psalms 18:2: 31:
46; 61:2; 62;2,6,7 and more. These verses have inspired many hymn
writers.. In Ps.61:1,2 David says "Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prd\-‘vr.
From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint
Lead me to the Rock that is higher than 1."

[n 1876, in response to Mr. Sankey's request, "Send me something to
help me in my gospel work" Mr William Cushing composed the hymn

‘Oh safe to the Rock that is higher than |

My soul in its conflicts and sorrows would fly
So sinful so weary, Thine, Thine would I be :
Thou blest Rock of Ages I am hiding in Thee'
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