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ANTIPAS — A FAITHFUL WITNESS

In Rev 2:12-17 we read, “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The
One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: ‘I know where you dwell, where
Satan’s throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in
the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where
Satan dwells....."”

Pergamum was a city, which was so evil that the Lord says that Satan had his
earthly headquarters there. This is mentioned twice in Rev. 2:13. And right in the
midst of that city the Lord had placed His church.

The Lord tells them, “I know where you dwell”. He knows exactly where we
are living and in what circumstances we are living. And He can keep us pure and
triumphant, even if Satan has his earthly throne right where we live. With the sword
of the Spirit, we too can overcome.

No lampstand ever complains that the surroundings are too dark for it to shine
in. The brightness of a lampstand has nothing to do with its surroundings. Its light
depends solely on the amount of oil it contains.

It is exactly the same with any local church. The surroundings may be evil.
Satan may have his throne in that city. But if the church is filled with the oil of the
Holy Spirit, the light will shine brightly. In fact, the darker the surroundings, the
more brightly any light will be seen in such surroundings! The stars are seen at
night - not during the day.

The Lord commends this church for holding fast His Name and not denying
the faith even in times of persecution. He specially mentions Antipas, who was a
faithful witness who laid down his life for his faith.

Antipas was one who stood for God's truth, even if it meant having to stand
alone. He was a man of conviction and not one who sought to please men. Those
who know God do not have to look around to see how many others believe what
they believe. They are willing to stand alone for the Lord, if necessary against
everyone else in the whole world. Antipas was a man like that. And as a result, he
was killed.

If he had been a man-pleaser, he could have escaped death. He was killed because
he stood uncompromisingly for God’s revealed truth. People probably called him
narrow-minded, stubborn, hard-to-get-along-with and insane. But it made no
difference to him. He just stood true to his Lord, standing against all sin, worldliness,
compromise, disobedience to God’s Word and against the devil. Here was a man
who was a threat to Satan’s kingdom. Perhaps it was because Antipas was in
Pergamum that Satan decided to place his throne there. What a man Antipas must
have been if even Satan dreaded him!

God needs people like Antipas in every part of the world today. The time is
soon coming when we will have to pay a price for our faith. All of Babylonian
Christendom around us will compromise and bow to the Antichrist. Will we stand
firm in that day, like Antipas did? Or will we bow the knee to Satan to preserve our
life? Are we convinced that it is worth losing our life for the sake of God's truth?

Today, God is testing us through little trials. It is only if we are faithful in these
little testings that we can be faithful in the bigger trials that will come in the future.
Satan should consider you such a threat to his kingdom that he moves his throne to
the town where you live.

The sad thing was that the church at Pergamum lost out spiritually, after Antipas
died. Antipas was probably the messenger of the church when he was alive. When
he died, someone else took over and the church went downhill. This is the sad
history of many churches.
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What is the
ss°wm Baptism In
The Holy Spirit

- Part 11

(continued from November issue)

Question:

Canyou please help me understand how | can receivethe baptisminthe
Holy Spirit?

Ansner:

In November issue, | shared thefirst part of my answer to the question
of thebaptismintheHoly Spirit. | want to share the remaining points now.

6.  Another phrasetohelp ustounderstand “ baptismin” or being
“filled with” the Holy Spirit is the phrase “full of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts7:55; Act 11:24)

If we seek to constantly be*full” of the Holy Spirit, wewill make sure
that we never seek for an experience but rather for acontinuouslifestyle.
A vehiclethat isalways“full” of gasolineisguaranteed to have thefuel to
be able to move. But if we base our lives on an experience or a past
“filling” (from even aweek ago), then we are in danger of running dry.

7. Theprimary proof of the baptism/filling with/being full of
the Holy Spirit isan increased longing for and evidence of holiness.

Thisiswhy He'scalledthe HOLY Spirit. If Hewasthe Laughing Spirit,
He would primarily be known for making people laugh. If He was the
Crying Spirit, Hewould primarily be known for making peoplecry. But if
we receive the Holy Spirit, He will primarily be known for making His
peopleholy!

Ask yourself honestly what proof you have or seek that you havereceived
theHoly Spirit? Isit afeeling or emotion? Orisadefinitive differencein
your view of sin and the holiness of God? | find that very few Christians
use this very-obvious test to identify the Holy Spirit. That is why many
remain deceived about the Holy Spirit.
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8. TheHoly Spirit hasnaot been given to overpower thesinswithin
us. Hehasbeen given tousasaHelper —so that WE can overcome
sinswith Hishelp.

TheHoly Spiritisall-powerful because HeisGod. But Heisrestricted
in Hisoperationswith humansby God's sovereign plan. SotheHoly Spirit
has been given to usto help uswin the battle against sin, but Hewill never
fight sin al by Himself. So, on the one hand, we simply cannot win the
battle against sin without the Holy Spirit. And yet on the other hand, the
Holy Spirit does not magically overcome sin for uswhilewesit and watch.
WE are the ones who must fight and overcome sin, by using the help of
theHoly Spirit. Romans8:13: ...if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds
of the body, you will live.

The story of Jesusfighting thedevil inthewildernesswonderful illustrates
this (Matthew 4:1-10). Now Jesus overcame sin here on earth as aman.
Jesuswasfully God and fully man, but He overcame sin asaman, because
God cannot betempted (James 1:13). That iswhy Jesusisour examplein
overcoming sin. And we see that He always wielded the Sword of the
Holy Spirit, theWord of God (Ephesians 6:17), to defeat every temptation
to sin. So we too must wield the Sword of the Spirit to fight every last
temptationto sin.

9. The baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit for power over sin is
done by Jesusin each person. TheHoly Spirit does not fall
on awhole church to give all of them power over sin.

Paul, who was undoubtedly baptized/filled with the Holy Spirit, speaks
very little of seeking for the*“baptismintheHoly Spirit” toliveaholy life.
He primarily speaks about the active part we haveto play toliveaholy life,
while seeking to befilled with the Holy Spirit.

Sn will not suddenly become significantly simpler to avoid if | am
baptized or filled with or full of the Holy Spirit. My flesh will always be
attracted to the passing pleasures of sin.

But sinwill suddenly become significantly easier to overcomeas| use
the powerful Sword of the Holy Spirit to fight my flesh (Romans 8:1-13).

We must realize something very important: Victory over snisnot aone-
timeevent. Itisalifestyle. TheHoly Spirit will never change us such that
we CANNOT sinanymore. He hasbeen given to help usso that we WILL
NOT sin anymore. The Holy Spirit has been given so that we see God
differently, and so that we see Jesus differently, and so that we see holiness
differently. And asaresult of thischanged viewpoint that the Holy Spirit
hel ps us see, we will also respond to sin differently. But till the end of our
lives, it will be a choice we have to consistently make by the Spirit’s help.
Thisiswhy we need to persist in our hunger (need) and in our asking for
the Holy Spirit even for our own sins.
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10. The baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 changed the
disciplesto stand up asunited and bold witnessesfor Him. It did not
give the disciplesvictory over sin

Thereiszero evidencethat the eventsin Acts 2 gave the disciplesinstant
victory over their sinsintheir inner life. What wedo seeit givethemisa
unity and a boldness to proclaim the message of Jesus.

Soalso, itisthisUNITY and BOLDNESSiswhat welook for withina
GROUP of people (church) who seek for the baptism in the Holy Spirit.
Thelocal church seeksfor aunity inour prima desiretolove God completely
and to hate all sin. And we seek for a boldness that helps us speak
prophetically about the power of God to conquer al the sin and dead works
that we find inside of us.

For victory over sin, each of the disciples had to work out their own
salvation individually with fear and trembling, and consider themselves
dead to sin, and not set their minds on the things of the flesh, and crucify
the flesh with its passions and desires, and so on. And to the extent that
each disciplewasindividually faithful to listen to the Holy Spirit, he/she
was ableto livein victory over their sins. That iswhy that two sold-out
Christianswho had both been filled with the Holy Spirit and sought to live
full of the Holy Spirit (Peter and Paul) had two opposite responses to
interacting with non-Jews (we read thisin Galatians 2:11-21). Peter was
filled with the Holy Spirit but yet had failed in thisinstanceto listen to the
Holy Spiritin how tointeract with the Gentiles. So Paul confronted Peter
for thissinful attitude.

11. The baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2 gave the
disciples gifts with which to minister to others

Jesus began His public ministry at the age of 30 when He came out of
thewaters of baptism and the Holy Spirit rested on Him through the symbol
of adove. Hewas perfectly sinlessup until then. But thisfresh “resting
upon” Jesus was for the gifts He would need to help othersin His public
ministry. So also, the present Body of Christ (every local church) needsto
be anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit to build itself up and help
others. Sothe church needsto continuously seek to be baptized/filled/full
of the Holy Spirit, so that we can help others as the Church of Jesus
Christ, and not asjust asocial service group.

12.  The baptism/filling of the Holy Spirit is performed by Jesus
and confirmed by theWord

We are commanded to baptize people in water (Matthew 28:19). But
Jesus remainsthe only One who baptizes peopleinthe Holy Spirit. Even
though the apostleslaid hands on peopleto receive the Holy Spirit, it was
still Jesus who was the One who did the baptizing.

fa0(fNIAUE 2014 M



2| @AV UD

TheHoly Spirit fell on peoplewithout thelaying of hands (Acts2:1-4; Acts
10:44-46), but we do notice that the early apostles had a unique authority
sothat they could lay their handson othersto receivethe Holy Spirit (Acts
8:17; Acts19:6). Onereason | believethat the apostleshad thisability back
then was as avisible proof to the people of God'strue authority over His
apostlesversusimposterswho were believersexternally but were secretly
greedy and endavedto sin (see Acts8:17-24).

We also see in the book of Actsthat the gift of tongues almost always
accompanied thereceiving the Holy Spirit. Weknow that the gift of tongues
istheleast of the gifts of the Holy Spirit that is available to the church (1
Corinthians 12:28). So it wasthe most basic gift of the Spirit, and served
asimmediate and tangible evidence that assured even newborn believers
that their prayers had been answered. And the hope was that the visible
proof of this gift would build up their faith to seek the greater gifts (1
Corinthians 12:31).

For ustoday, | do not believethat the Holy Spirit isreceived through the
laying of hands. | don’t know of anybody inthe last several centurieswho
could reliably lay hands on people for them to receive the Holy Spirit. |
also don't believethat the Holy Spirit is confirmed today through the gifts
of tongues (primarily or only). The gift of tonguesis most definitely still
active and useful in the church today, but people like John Wesley were
clearly filled with the Holy Spirit morethan almost any Christian today, yet
never spokein tongues.

One big reason that things are different now in both the receiving and
the evidence of the Holy Spirit isthat we have the complete written Word
of God that tellsus everything that we need to know about the Holy Spirit
—something that thefirst century folks didn’t have.

So we who live today now rely on God's written Word to confirm the
presence of the Holy Spirit within us. Our faith and assurance comes
from the Word of God (Romans 10:17). And the Word of God acts as a
super-sharp sword that sinksto the deepest parts of us (between soul and
spirit — Hebrews 4:12), and attests whether we are still being baptized/
filled/full of theHoly Spirit (in our spirits) or just having human emotional
experiences (in our souls).

In closing, after al that I've written, the ministry and Person of the
Holy Spirit remainsamystery. And whilewe pray that the Lord givesus
wisdom and understanding, | hope we can aso joyfully embrace the
beautiful mystery of the Holy Spirit — knowing that He is THE ONLY
PERSON who can help us reflect the life of Jesus. No amount of self-
denial can get us there and neither can the most lofty track record of
righteousliving (remember therich young ruler).
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