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nodeslle mjeaw moeonim e During Traffic Safety Week, a recently

&0y lod __|Rs.100/- nq)ﬁ](p @rﬂ:rSﬂgJ . recruited traffic policeman on duty at a

oo, engold |Rs.700/ 1 i o " busy crossroad apprehended a driver for
miend ena2iSo o o

s 8/ ﬂlﬂ‘;nmﬂ- ! violating a traffic signal. He pulled out

S R, his entry book and politely asked to see

101621916, 63 S A
vy Mea0S @RA (RO -5 & the driver’s license.
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€006 048 1-2391519, 8281027519 EOSOHOOEM GoN] The driver, who happened to be a

&mm S36100 D2ISo@nl0Bel \ high-ranking officer in the Police
- O6M ME2R HAE®D E Department, flashed his credentials. The
BYBMOFOMITD Wlemom ewazniam _ N | traffic cop glanced at it, then continued
- : @OM3 Nl Bl &3 & . e W making his entry.
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Traffic PoliceVisibly annoyed, the officer said sternly,
“Remember lad, that one day when your name comes up for
promotion, I may be the one in
charge of approving it.”

Without the slightest hesitation,
the policeman offered the senior
officer his ticket, and said, with a
smile: “When it comes to that, sir,
please remember that you have one
honest policeman in your employ.”
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0
2 T° "Walk as children of light ...,
finding out what is acceptable to the
Lord. And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but
9 rather expose them”’.
Doing what is right (Ephesians 5:8-11)
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1 Place of QoM GO am§ ©1@
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2  Periodicity MONTHLY n@)G)(TG)SSﬂElgo meio)
3  Printers Name SUNNY VARGHESE 0 oS
Whether @ea - @ allsyan
citizen of India Yes S0y Qlaflg)ene0
Address Pemalavadakethil $00. D QUGB
Ettumanoor P.O

4 Publisher's Name

Kottayam 686 631
Sunny Varghese

(alQla1Malo2066mT)
@PN) AMOM AUSOO

Whether B)0G2) M 126

citizen of India Yes '

Address Pemalavadakethil ©IB3}! oFOOVOERO
Ettumanoor P.O afloam 600 2Slajl

5 Editor's Name

Kottayam 686 631
GEOJI T. SAMUEL
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Whether v

citizen of India Yes 0056 )9} o1-

Address ‘Ardram’ 610) ) 4]
C.A.C Campus @RANHSG2IAMM) Il
Kumaranallur P. O. S00M Qlodo.

Kottayam - 16

6  Name Address of the firm, who owns the News paper
& holding more than one percent of the total capital:

Christian Fellowship Trust

Kottayam - 16
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Dead works
and

being freed
from it

Question

Email: | find my whole life has been a lot of dead works (doing something
without a love for God but for some other reason, like reward etc.). Whether |
read the bible or pray, it does not seem to stem out of a real love for Jesus. It
is more out of a desire for spiritual growth or not to lose out a reward in
heaven. So whenever, | think of it, | get discouraged.

| have heard Br. Zac say that we grow in our love for God by meditating on
how much God forgave us and how much God loves us. | try to do that more
often but do not seem to see the purpose of the whole thing. | meditate on this
now just for the sake of growing spiritually, and Jesus is still not the center of
the whole activity. So | feel kind of paralyzed spiritually, not knowing what to
do.Please help me out.

Answer

Thanks for your email. Your question provoked me to think about it on how
best to respond, so | hope you find my thoughts useful.

What are dead works?

Dead works are any works that are done WITHOUT the fuel of God’s love.
Dead works can appear very good on the outside, but they are offensive
before God because they come from a rotten core —i.e., not a heart/motivation
of the love of God. There is a lot of human love inside of us, but works done
from our human love is still tainted and impure.

Now we as humans weren'’t initially created to do dead works. We were
created with an innocent and clean conscience, and that could serve as a
guide. But our conscience was corrupted in the Garden of Eden when we fell.
Instead of going to God (the tree of life) for knowing what was right and what
was wrong, we wanted to be independent of God and know right and wrong
for ourselves. So since we ate of the wrong tree, our conscience now tells us
what is right and what is wrong based on our own knowledge of good and
evil. That is why our conscience naturally gravitates towards dead works.
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So how do we gain freedom from dead works?

We are free from dead works as our conscience is first cleansed of the old
calibration and reset to a new calibration.

So the first step is to be cleansed from dead works. And that cleansing
comes only by the blood of Jesus.Hebrews 9:14 - how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish
to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

This is important. Our conscience has to be cleansed from dead works,
and only the blood of Jesus can do that.We cannot do anything to be cleansed
of our dead works.This is something big that we cannot ever lose sight of.

So till our dying day, we will constantly need the blood of Jesus to cleanse
us, but His blood is sufficient. We need to take Him at His word and not think
that we have to do anything more to be cleansed of dead works.

But to be cleansed from dead works is not the same as doing good works.
Doing good works is separate and follows afterwards.We are first cleansed
from dead works, and only then are we ready to go on to do good works - that
is, “serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14)

What are the good works that we do?

We will naturally do good works when we eat from the tree of eternal life.
When we have our nourishment from the tree of life, it gives us the energy to
do good works. This is the tree that Adam and Eve should have eaten from
but didn’t.

So what does eating of the tree of life look like for us today? Eating of the
tree of eternal life is feasting on God Himself (John 17:3). And we feast
(partake) of God and His Divine Nature by feasting on God’s precious and
magnificent promises towards us (2 Peter 1:4 — He has granted to us His
precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world by lust).

Here are just some of His magnificent and precious promises (please
take time to read them all, and to meditate on them slowly and repeatedly):

- God’s promises of His love for us (Psalm 139:17-18, Isaiah 59:13-16,
Jeremiah 29:11-13, Jeremiah 31:3-4, Zephaniah 3:17).

- God’s promises of His inheritance (Ephesians chapters 1-3).

- Gods definition of wealth (71 Timothy 6:6 (The Message) - A devout life
does bring wealth, but it’s the rich simplicity of being yourself before God). |
can be myself. | don’t have to pretend.

We need to feast on these promises. We need to “partake” of and feast on
them while seated at God’s dining table. Song of Songs 2:4 — He has brought
me to His banquet hall, and His banner over me is love.

So God cleanses us of dead works which allow us to come into His
presence. But then He sits us down and asks us to join in a feast with Him.
And when we sit down, we can think we need to tell God about all our hidden
shame and failures and needs. But He really doesn’t need to hear our sob
stories because He knows it already. Like the father in the story of the lost
son in Luke 15, God cuts us off as it's a waste of time anyways. Time well
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spent at God’s dining table is us getting to know what we don’t know. And
what we don’t know is what He seeks to remind us of. God knows that what
we don’t really grasp is how much He loves us — so He seeks to constantly
remind us of His promises and love — so that we are rooted and grounded in
them.

Itis ONLY AS AND AFTER we feast on the promises of God that by “applying
all diligence,” we pursue moral excellence, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, and love (2 Peter
1:5-11).

So here’s a quick recap:

1. Step 1 (from Hebrews 9:14): We constantly recognize that the blood
of Jesus alone can cleanse us of all the dead works that we find ourselves
doing. Being honest and feeling sorry for our dead works (e.g., a lack in our
love for God) is not enough. We must also believe (faith) that God has
provided us with the solution to be cleansed completely of it

2. Step 2 (from 2 Peter 1:4): We sit at God’s dining table and feast on
His precious and magnificent promises. This is the start of our conversation
with God at His dinner table. We are silent and simply bask in the wonder of
God’s joyous promises for us.

3. Step 3 (from 2 Peter 1:5-11): We now get up from the dining table,
and by applying all diligence, we go out and live out the virtues of God.

The mistake that many of us make is jumping to step 3 without consistently
going through steps 1 and 2 first. So we either don’t constantly remind
ourselves of the blood of Jesus that is constantly available to cleanse us of
our repeated dead works, or we don’t meditate and really feast on God’s
precious and magnificent promisesand make them extremely personal. As
a result, our Christian life is a burden, boring, and lacking joy.

Very simply, if we haven’t seen God’s promises as truly precious and
magnificent, we are bound to perform a whole lot of dead works. Until we
see God’s promises towards us as precious and magnificent, we are like
immature children or spoiled teenagers who don’t see how much their
parents do for them. So our path to maturing in the Christian life is in
realizing that we become who we need to be simply by (and only by) the
PROMISES of God. This is a wonderful secret to the Christian life that most
don’t really ever grab a hold of.

This life is the life of FAITH that we are asked to live. So let me say something
finally about this life of faith.

The OId Covenant (the Old Agreement between God and man) can be
summarized in the Ten Commandments of Exodus 20, with the overriding
command of “You Shall...” (or “You Must”). Well, that Old Agreement has
been torn up by God and made obsolete now (Hebrews 8:13).

The New Covenant (the New Agreement between God and man through
His Son Jesus) is contrasted in Hebrews 8:10 with this promise by God: “I
will...”

That is the rather simple yet monumental difference between the two
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Agreements. The Old Agreement is a “You Shall...” agreement and the
New Agreement is a “God will...” agreement.

So what does it require of us to live in the New Covenant and where the
message is “God will’? Very simple: Faith. Faith that God will!!!

And our father in the faith is NOT Moses (who brought the Law), but Abraham.
Romans 4 clearly tells us that Abraham is the father for all who believe. And
Abraham’s righteousness was his faith — he believed that God could cause
a 99 year old man and his 89 year old wife have a baby.

Think about that for a minute. Put yourself in Abraham’s shoes and imagine
yourself as a frail 99 year old and your wife as a frail 89 year old and marvel at
the faith this man had. The Bible very simply says that Abraham believed
God, but what an incredible weight there is behind that statement. And maybe
you and | can also marvel at his faithbecause we also face what seems like
impossible statements from God, namely, His promises: One such being
that He WILL write His laws on our heart even as we see our habitual sins
and sins that still so easily entangle us.

This is the walk of faith that all Christians must walk (like our father Abraham).
So even though partaking of the divine life seems impossible, we are asked
to be children of the faith of Abraham. He was given a promise by Godthat
sounded impossible, but he chose to believe God (God will) rather than
believe what seemed logical, rational, and practical. Abraham chose to believe
God and His personal promise to him. So also, we are asked to believe in
simplicity that God WILL make good on His promise and that God WILL write
His laws in our hearts and minds (Hebrews 8:10), and complete the good
work that He began in us (Philippians 1:6).

That is why | said that this life is simply a life of faith.

So, you must ask yourself constantly if you are interacting with a God
Who constantly berates you with “You shall” and “You must,” or Who
constantly affirms you that “He will!” If you have been living with a scolding
God, you need to recognize that because of God’s new agreement with us
(the New Covenant), God’s consistent message to us is “l will”!!!

Hallelujah! What wonderful good news.

If you have understood what | have written, that’s great. But | really hope
that the eyes of our hearts will be increasingly opened to this. A deeper
knowledge in our minds is not the goal, as it can fester there and lead to
spiritual death (tree of knowledge of good and evil). What we need is a
deeper knowledge of these truths in our hearts, because it is a belief all the
way in our HEARTS that will result in divine righteousness. And we hold
couple this belief in our hearts by a bold and unshakeable confession of
these truths, which will result in our salvation from our sins and dead works
(Romans 10:10 — for with the heart a person believes, resulting in
righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation).

And finally, thank you for asking this question — youasking this question
has been a wonderful reminder for me to grab a hold of these truths with even
greater vigor and purpose.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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