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Question:

Youth Section

CHRISTIAN MUSIC

AND
PREACHING

Sandeep Poonen

I have been thinking about the Christian music that I listen to lately. Is it sin
to listen to such music and how do you discern it? Also, | remember you saying
once that if you can’t trust the lives of people who are preaching, or sense that
they love money,then you shouldn’t listen to them.l would greatly appreciate

any advice you can give.

Answer:

Thank you for your question. This
is probably very relevant for the times
we live in, since there is a flood of
music and sermons available through
the Internet.

Regarding the music we listen to:

The general principle I use is that |
must see whether things draw me to-
wards Jesus or draw me away from
Jesus. And | must discard anything
that draws me away from Jesus.

Now as it relates to the music we
listen to, one person might be drawn
away from Jesus by a song, but that
same song may not draw another per-
son away from the Lord. Similarly,
there may be a spirit behind a song
(even a Christian song) that makes one
serious Christian uncomfortable, but
does not bother another equally seri-
ous Christian.

If there was a verse in the Bible that
explicitly told me what music I could
or could not listen to, then it would be
simple. But because there isn’t, we

must use the principles of God’s heart
from the Bible and then each of us
follows our own individual
conscience.So it is very important that
we pay very close attention to our own
conscience when it comes to where we
draw the line in our personal lives.
And still, we must give TOTAL free-
dom to others to follow their con-
science.

Here’s an example. Suppose you
are listening to a song written and sung
by a church that overtly preaches a
health-and-wealth gospel. And even
though you do not agree with the
church’s theology, you might have no
trouble listening to that song, or even
be blessed by it because it is a source
of strength/comfort to you. Mean-
while, your sister might not have that
same freedom to even listen to it. In
this case, it would NOT be a sin for
YOU to listen to it, but it would be a
sin for your sister to listen to it.

But then, maybe over time, you
begin to have a check in your con-

2fla1e2081::¢3 | aslavoenid 2014



YOUTH SECTION

science aboutjust the spirit behind that
song, so you determine to stop listen-
ing to it. Meanwhile, your sister some-
how hears the song and finds that she’s
actually blessed by it; and so she be-
gins to listen to it regularly. Then,
there is no sin if she listens to it, but
now a sin if you choose to listen to it
despite that your conscience is telling
you otherwise.

Re: Checking the lives of those who
preach and teach

To me personally, | feel that we
must seek to know this for those
preachers that we listen to and respect.
Genuine New Covenant preachers
FIRST LIVE THINGS OUT in their
own personal life and then teach
(Jesus, our Example, first did and then
taught —Acts 1:1). Soitis right to be
on guard against preachers who might
preach eloguent sermons and present
deep truths, but show evidences of
idolatry in their lives.

What do | mean by idolatry? This
is what I mean. If | sense in my spirit
that somebody I’m listening to loves
money, or loves the approval of man,
or has a lustful eye, then I would ques-
tion how such a person could hear
from God? None of us can serve two
masters — and the Bible speaks very
clearly about how the love of money
(Matthew 6:25), the approval of man
(Galatians 1:10), and sexual sin (1
Corinthians 6:15-20; Matthew 5:27-
30) are thoroughly incompatible with
alove for God. So they might preach
eloquently and teach impressively.
But | personally cannot look up to
such men, and | cannot respect such
men to KNOW God. So | won’t take
them seriously at all.

Now in this, I don’t judge them and
assign them guilt; but I am told by
Jesus to discern and beware of “false
prophets” (Matthew 7:15-23). That
is why | don’t seek to mention spe-
cific names when | speak about oth-
ers, but I still must seek to warn and
protect against the KIND of traits
found in false prophets.

And here again, some believer
might be able to listen to such preach-
ers even though they know the
preacher is greatly imbalanced, and
not be affected by it; while some oth-
ers cannot even listen to such a
preacher. But I believe that even ma-
ture believers will be careful that they
are not slowly affected by their im-
balance to where they end up having
that same imbalance in our lives.

Finally, Romans 14 is a very im-
portant chapter for all those who are
in the New Covenant. It talks about
the dilemma of whether to eat meat
that had been previously offered to
idols. Now eating meat offered to
idols may not bother people who grew
up in a Christian household. But try
to imagine that you came from a very
idolatrous heritage before knowing
Jesus Christ as Lord. You can prob-
ably imagine how it could be very hard
to eat meat offered to idols. And you
might even wonder how ANYONE
who calls themselves Christians could
possibly eat meat. But yet, Paul urges
that freedom be given, while also be-
ing careful not to those who might be
offended by it.

Most of all, let us keep an open and
humble heart and seek the Lord for
much wisdom in such matters. u

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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NOT A 50-50 THING!

Peter Pollock

Scripture: | Cor 7:3: Let the husband render to the wife the affection due to her, likewise
also the wife to her hushand.

Marriage is not a 50-50 thing! It is more like [00-0!When my wife Inez and | first got
saved, we were soon into being counseled about our marriage.We had started reading the
bible and obviously each sought out the scriptures to back our own pet philosophies in terms
of how marriages should operate.We were both still trying to impose our own separate wills
on the relationship. It makes human sense that it should be a fifty-fifty set-up with each
giving and taking. But the great problem is that we always judge others by their actions and
ourselves by our intentions. So who is to decide exactly what is an equal share in terms of
input and effort! Of course, nobody can! Then came the shattering challenge! We each needed
to put in 100 per cent effort without expecting anything in return. If we both did that, peace
and harmony would be our reward. The husband needs to render to the wife the affection
due to her and likewise the other way around|

The wife does not have authority over her own body but so too the husband’s body should
always be available to the wife so that they do not deprive each other and thus cause
frustration and arguments. Except at times of prayer and fasting, sexual favours should not be
denied each other because this restriction of conjugal rights can easily lead to adultery and
unfaithfulness. Satan has a wonderful time in the sexual arena because there is a great lack
of self-control, aided and abetted by magazines and movies! Paul did not consider marriage
to be the ultimate issue of life but it should be entered into if people can’t exercise any self-
control.

Contrary to a modern world that has become totally obsessed with sex, it is quite a shaker
to read that“ it is good for a man not to touch a woman”.We have almost got to a stage
where sex is regarded as an essential in the daily diet.And this well-oiled diabolical campaign
is reaping its ugly fruit worldwide. Anyway, Paul states that it is better to marry than to burn
with passion but this carries with it a commitment. The road to marriage carries with it
principles, vows and responsibilities and this is something that should never be taken lightly.
You have to put in 100 per cent expecting no return! The modern 50-50 thing is a total
shambles! Just look around! ®
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