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IN EVERY GENERATION GOD
NEEDS GODLY LEADERS

1 Kings begins with David, the man after God’s own heart,
and ends with Ahab, the worst king ever to rule over Israel.
Israel begins as a powerful nation and ends as a divided nation
and with many evil kings ruling over both kingdoms — especially
over Israel.

The condition of God’s people depends greatly on the
spirituality or the lack of it in their leaders. Whenever Israel had
a godly leader, they moved forward in godly ways. When they
had a carnal leader, they moved away from God into carnality.

The great need among God’s people has always been for godly
leaders. Jesus looked out at the multitudes in His day and saw
them as sheep without a shepherd. He told His disciples to pray
that God would thrust forth shepherds into the midst of His
people (Matt.9:36-38).

When God looks at the churches across the world today, He
sees the same need for godly leaders. The challenge that comes to
us then is to satisfy the heart of God in our generation by being
the type of men and women He is looking for.

In every generation God needs godly leaders. We cannot
depend on the wisdom of the leaders of previous generations.
David could not rule over Israel forever. He would die, and
someone else would have to take over. What would become of

Israel depended on the type of person that the next king would
be.

God raises up a godly man to start a work in one generation.
He becomes old and dies. Will the leaders in the next generation
have only the founder’s knowledge and his doctrines but not his
godliness and his knowledge of God? Then the people will
certainly go astray.
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Youth Section

Question:
The Bible commands me to rejoice always. Can you explain what that
means?

Answer:

What Does It
Mean To Re-
joice Always -2

Sandeep Poonen

Last month, | shared these thoughts about joy:

% Joy that the Bible speaks about is not based on my

circumstances

Am | willing to set aside all my circumstances in my pursuit of joy?
So no matter what my present circumstances are, | will not allow
them to interfere with my pursuit of joy.
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% Joy that the Bible speaks about is not an emotion
Am | willing to set aside all my emotions in my pursuit of joy? Sono
matter what my present feelings and emotions are, | will not allow
them to interfere with my pursuit of joy.

% Joy that the Bible speaks about can only be found in one place
—in God’s presence
At any point in my life, there are two basic places | can be —in God’s
presence where God is King; or in my presence where my self-life is
king.

% The pathway into God’s presence (where joy is guaranteed)
ALWAYS requires a cross first
Do | see that the pathway to God’s presence and fullness of joy first
requires a cross that | must be willing to endure?

This month, | wanted to share a couple more thoughts on the Christian’s
rejoicing.

It is important to recognize that our rejoicing is in the Lord, not in our
circumstances. Paul was able to rejoice even when full of sorrow, because
he rejoiced in the Lord and not in his feelings or his situation. Paul didn’t
tell us to rejoice in all our circumstances. For example, we are not
expected to rejoice in the circumstance of somebody being seriously
injured in an accident. But in all circumstances, we can still rejoice in
the Lord who has everything under His control!

So | wanted to share a couple of thoughts about what it meant to rejoice
in the Lord:

* We rejoice because of God’s great love for us, not our
present circumstances

Isaiah 49:13-16 — Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! Break
forth into joyful shouting, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His
people and will have compassion on His afflicted. But Zion said, “The
Lord has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten me.”

“Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion
on the son of her womb?

Even these may forget, but I will not forget you. Behold, | have
inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually
before Me.”
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God tells Israel to stop moping around with a long and sorry face and
shout for joy and rejoice. But Zion (Israel) disagreed and said that all the
circumstantial evidence pointed to God deserting and forgetting them.
They were suffering the consequences of deserting the Lord. Yet, even
though any desertion by the Lord was caused by Israel’s own
disobedience, God kept reaching out to draw Israel back to Him.

And in this passage, God responds with some of the most precious
words of love that | know of in the entire Bible. God takes the most
precious description of love there is (a mother and her newborn child),
and says that His love for us far surpasses even that.

| would recommend that all of you try to commit Isaiah 49:15-16 to
memory. These verses have brought immense comfort to me as | have
reminded myself of God’s Words to me. | can choose to believe what my
feelings and my circumstances say about me. Or | can choose to believe
God’s Word and what He says about His deep and passionate love for
me.

The love of God must be the foundation for all our rejoicing. And |
personally believe that God is telling us here to use this FACT about God
to influence our emotions and look past our current circumstances, and
even use our mouths to vocally shout for joy.

* We rejoice because of who we are in God; not because of
what we do for God

Luke 10:17-20 — The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the
demons are subject to us in Your name.” And He said to them, “l was
watching Satan fall from heaven like lightning. Behold, | have given you
authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of
the enemy, and nothing will injure you. Nevertheless do not rejoice in
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names
are recorded in heaven.”

There is a remarkable lesson of joy to be found here. | don’t know if you
can put yourself in the place of the disciples, having come back absolutely
astonished that DEMONS were subject to them because of the name of
Jesus. Imagine what an incredible rush and feeling of power that must
have been. So clearly there was a joy they felt at that.

But yet we see Jesus correct their reason for rejoicing — and explaining
that His disciples find their joy elsewhere. Jesus clearly tells His disciples
in verse 20 not to rejoice in that the evil spirits were subject to them.
Rather, they were to rejoice because their names were recorded in heaven.

Now, | don’t know about you, but this must have been quite difficult.
Compared to casting out demons, my name being recorded in heaven
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seems so uninspiring at first. Just imagine being used by God in a
powerful way to free people from the bondage of the devil. How good that
must feell Now imagine coming home after this, only to have the Lord
Jesus say these words to us, “Don’t rejoice in what you did. You were
only able to do them anyways because of the power of My Name and the
Holy Spirit. Remember, there will be some who will do miracles in My
Name and | will tell them that | never knew them. So your healings and
your casting out of demons is not the reason for you to rejoice. Keep
your joy in this — that you have a right relationship with Me and that your
name is therefore recorded in heaven.”

| also think about what it means to have your name recorded in heaven.
In the place where there is perfect holiness and fullness of joy and where
the Almighty God dwells in unimaginable majesty and beauty, we can
also find OUR OWN NAMES there (if we’re disciples of Jesus)!

But what business are our names doing in heaven? What place do
wretched sinners have in heaven? But this is the really good news —that
our names are recorded in heaven.

And where do you find it in heaven? | used to think that my Name was
recorded in the Book of Life. And maybe there is an actual book or this
is just a symbol. But I'll tell you one place where | KNOW my name is
inscribed. On the very palm of Almighty God’s hand!!!

This is something special indeed. | think that we can take truths like
we are going to heaven and we are in the presence of God for granted
because of what Jesus has opened for us. So we need to remind
ourselves of how immense these truths are, and as we remind ourselves
of who God is and what Jesus did for us, we will have a sure reason to
rejoice.

I hope that what | have written here will be something that we will meditate
on. It is really difficult to discard our emotions and still rejoice. But |
believe that this is a very important practice that all Christians will have to
learn. | do not imagine that this is something that we can change
overnight. Rather, | think this is a mountain that takes years to scale.
But | hope that we will all embark on this journey with all seriousness.
Because itis God’s prescription for us through His Word that we rejoice
always — so it must be possible!

Your fellow pilgrim in the journey towards perpetual rejoicing,

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.or g)
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