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Question:

e

THE
I]EM[INEIT:RATII]N
LOD'S LOVE

Youth Section

Sandeep Poonen

| used to have a strong devotion to the Lord some time ago, but | seem to have lost
it somehow and don't seem to know God's love. What should | do?

Answer:

| want to continue to write my thoughts
about this question with this verse: Romans
2:4 — Or do you think lightly of the riches
of His kindness and tolerance and pa-
tience, not knowing that the kindness of
God leads you to repentance?

In the Christian world today, there is a
whole lot of teaching about prosperity.
There are many Christian preachers (most
of the ones you hear on TV and who need
your money to keep doing what they do)
who preach that God wants you to be rich.
They also tell you that the way to be rich
is to give your money to God; and quite
conveniently, that really means that you
must give your money to that preacher and
his ministry.

| DON'T SUPPORT THIS ONE BIT, IN FACT
I ABHORIT. But YET, | do believe in a “pros-
perity” gospel of a different sort alto-
gether. Because | fear that many of us don't
see ourselves as rich because of God's
kindness. Instead, we look at being rich
by how the world defines it. This is defi-
nitely a big problem that we need to ad-
dress, and why we can lose our love for
God (7 John 2:15 — Do not love the world
nor the things in the world. If anyone loves

the world, the love of the Father is not in
him).

| feel that we have to choose to either
seek to be RICH because of and with the
love of our Heavenly Father, or we seek to
be rich with something of this world. And
when | say rich, | don't just mean finan-
cially rich. Being financially rich is defi-
nitely one area that is a great attraction
of this world. But some of us might seek
to be intellectually rich (smart), theologi-
cally rich (knowing doctrines), or rich in
influence or fame or power.

But | wonder if we have EVER (even
once in our lives) considered God's love
and kindness and tolerance and patience
towards usas RICHES. And | wonder if we
consider ourselves to be VERY RICH be-
cause we have enjoyed so much kindness
and tolerance and patience from God. Or
as Paul says in Romans 2:4, do we think
lightly of it?

This is not a very complicated ques-
tion, but it is a very important one. If we
thought of ourselves as RICH because of
God’'s immense kindness and patience to
us, we would draw strength and joy from
that. And we would enjoy immense satis-
faction from that.
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YOUTH SECTION

| heard about a company that every
year, it would rewardits top salespeople
by taking them and their spouses to a holi-
day resort, and treating them to a week
full of relaxation and festivities, all ex-
penses paid. As if that was not enough,
every day of the week, there would be a
knock on the door, and a gift would be de-
livered to each of their rooms. Now these
gifts were not cheap gifts. One day it was
an iPad, another day it was a fancy gold
necklace, another day it was a very expen-
sive watch, and so on.

When | heard this, | wondered how |
could land such a job. But then the Lord
reminded me of Lamentations 3:22-23 —
The Lord’s loving kindnesses indeed never
cease, for His compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; Great is Your faith-
fulness.

God was pointing out to me that He WAS
giving me a brand new gift every morning.
It was His lovingkindness. Every day, the
Lord had sent His angel to deliver a brand
new gift for me as | woke up: His
lovingkindness and compassion. Every
single day!

So the probing question before me was
this: Would you prefer to have a gift of a
brand new iPad, necklace, and watch ev-
ery morning, or would you choose to have
a gift of God'’s brand-new compassion and
lovingkindness every morning?

Honestly, the truth is rather embarrass-
ing. As much as | know with my mind what
the right answer should be, the answer that
comes from my will and through my life is
very different. | see how much the world
and the things of this world still can eas-
ily entangle me. In spite of my great in-
tentions and loud singing and strong
preaching, the god of this world is as-
toundingly cunning in seeking to entice me
with the things of this world.

So what can | do? There’s this beauti-
ful verse in Psalm 107:43 - Who is wise?
Let him give heed to these things, and con-
sider the loving kindnesses of the Lord.
So EVERY DAY, | must bring God’s
lovingkindnesses back to the front of my
thoughts, meditate on and remind myself
of them, and remember how immensely
kind God has been to me. Every day, |
must remind myself of how INCREDIBLY
RICH | am because of God's kindness.

And here’s one of the great perks of
God’s kindness: Repentance (Romans
2:4). What is repentance after all? Turn-
ing back to fully face and seek God. So
this is wonderful plan laid out for us: As
we choose NOT TO THINK LIGHTLY of God's
kindness and patience, He shows us ar-
eas in our lives where we are turning away
from Him, or not being fully devoted to
Him. And as we remember His immensely
great kindness, we are led to repent, and
we return to God and fully face Him and
enjoy His embrace (remember the father
who ran down the road to receive the
prodigal son repented and returned home
to his father). This repentance where we
desire to return to God and fully enjoy Him
is a tremendous benefit of God's kindness
to us — much more weighty and important
than the kindness of God that keeps us
safe from harm and danger, or that keeps
us healthy.

So dear brother or sister, have we lost
our first love for God? Then let us repent
and do the things that we did at first (Rev-
elation 2:4-5). Let us go back to the heart
we had when we first grasped the good
news of Jesus. Back then, we felt the great
weight of our sins, but then we realized
the amazing kindness and love of God that
caused that weight to be permanently lifted
off of our shoulders. And back then, we
knelt so readily at the foot of the crosE
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where Jesus sacrificed everything for us  simply marveled at God’s great kindness
(and let us not forget that Jesus was the  and were willing to surrender all of our

infinite God, so when we say that He sacri-  life to Him. This, dear brother and sister,
ficed EVERYTHING, it's a whole lot more  is where we must return and this where
than we will ever comprehend). And we  we must make our home. |

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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A NEW BAPTISM OF
THE HOLY GHOST

Christmas Evans (1766-1838) was a Welsh Baptist preacher who was referred to as the
“Bunyan of Wales."

Among the most eccentric preachers of the last century may be named the great Welsh
preacher, Christmas Evans, who was the son of a poor shoemaker. He was born at Esgairwen,
in the parish of Llandysul, Cardiganshire (Wales), on Christmas day — hence his Christian
name — in the year 1766.While he was yet a child his father died. So ignorantly was Evans
brought up, that at the age of |7 he could not read a word, and during the whole of that
time he was surrounded by the worst of examples.

During a revival which broke out in the Presbyterian Church at Liwynrhydowain, under
the pastorate of the David Davies, young Evans, with several others, got converted; and so
anxious did they become to learn to read, that they spent what money they could spare out
of their scanty earnings in Bibles and candles; and for months they met in a poor barn and
pored over the Word of God until they could read it in their mother tongue.A great trial now
awaited the poor lad. So exasperated were some of his former companions in sin at his
conversion, that six of them, one dark night, beat Evans with sticks so unmercifully that he
lost the sight of one of his eyes. In after years, when someone was jesting before Rob Hall at
Welsh preachers, upon his mentioning Christmas Evans, the jester said,“And he only has one
eye!” “Yes, sir,” he answered, “but that’s a piercer; an eye, sir, that could light an army
through a wilderness in a dark night”” So that in his sightless eye, Christmas Evans, like the
one-eyed Spiridion, the noble witness in the Nicean Council, really “bore in his body a mark of
the Lord Jesus.”

One Sunday afternoon Evans was travelling in a very lonely road to attend an
appointment, and he was convicted of a cold heart. Evans says, “| tethered (tied) my horse
and went to a sequestered (isolated) spot, where | walked to and fro in an agony as |
reviewed my life. | waited three hours before God, broken with godly sorrow, until there broke
over me a sweet sense of His forgiving love. | received from God a new baptism of the Holy
Ghost. As the sun was westering, | went back to the road, found my horse, mounted it and
went to my appointment. On the following day | preached with such new power to a vast
concourse of people gathered on the hillside, Spirit of God brought a revival that day and
spread through all Wales.” His life of solid dedication to God and God's church is a monument
to what it means to serve God with one's whole heart. o
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