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Question:

I find all kinds of evil thoughts suddenly rise up within me. Everything in me wants to be
pleasing to God, but I still find myself giving into these evil thoughts again and again. What
is wrong with me?

Answer:

This is a great question. | have wrestled
with this all my Christian life, so | can relate
with the struggle.

| want to share one thought that | have
on this based on two sides of the same truth.
However, the challenge will be to embrace
BOTH parts to this with ALL our hearts. |
want to use the word CLEANSE to describe
the two sides of the same truth.

THE CLEANSING JESUS MUST DO

1 John 1:7,9- but if we walk in the Light
as He Himself is in the Light, we have fel-
lowship with one another, and the blood of
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin...If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righ-
teous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

Hebrews 9:14 - how much more will the
blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered Himself without blemish to
God, cleanse your conscience from dead
works to serve the living God?

First of all, we must realize that the act
of CLEANSING of our sins is a promise that
is possible only because of Jesus. In other
words, this is a New Covenant promise - for
those of us who put our faith in Jesus Christ.
There is absolutely nothing that any person
could do to cleanse ourselves from all sin.
As the story in Revelation 5:1-10 tells us,

Youth Section

HOW TO
OVERCOME

. EVIL THOUGHTS?

Sandeep Poonen

there was only One Person in all of history
who was found worthy. When the Apostle
John turned to look at who this Person was,
He didn't see some majestic superhero. No,
he saw a slain Lamb! It is because of the
slain Lamb, and the blood that was poured
out by this One Jesus, that we have FREE
access to be cleansed.

So we don't need to pay some entrance
fee to access the ever-flowing fountain of
the blood of Jesus. The fountain of the blood
of Jesus is freely available to us, if we are
willing to confess our sins and walk in the
light of God and not in the darkness of our
own selfishness. It doesn't make us healthy
or wealthy or intelligent. It has something
way better than that: It is guaranteed to
cleanse us of all our sins.

Now, as you read this, it might seem to
be old news. But | want you to consider the
security that this should bring at the very
start. It is not the whole story, but it is the
first part of the story and the most important
part. It's like the foundation of a building -
it's the first part in the process of home build-
ing, but the most important too.

| like the word CLEANSE. There is a
deep purging and utter cleaning that comes
to mind. So we MUST constantly remind
ourselves of the great security and rest that
Jesus brings because of His blood that ut-
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terly cleans and purges completely. And |
titled the section, "The cleansing Jesus
MUST do," because it is so important that
Jesus does this in our lives. He is powerful
enough to do it, but He waits for our con-
sent and surrender. Asthe versesin 1 John
1:7 and 9 say, we must walk in the light and
we must confess our sins. If we do that,
then Jesus does His part and CLEANSES
(utterly cleans) us.

THE CLEANSING WE MUST DO

2 Corinthians 7:1 - Therefore, having
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse our-
selves from all defilement of flesh and spirit,
perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

This is the other side of the same truth
of cleansing that must happen. This is the
cleansing that WE must do. The Holy Spirit
could have said through Paul here, "Let us
allow God to cleanse us from all defilement
of flesh and spirit..." But He didn't! The
Holy Spirit intends for us to play a part in
the perfecting of the quality of our holiness.
God will surely get all the credit as our holi-
ness is made more and more perfect. But
there is still a part we MUST play. So thisis
the cleansing WE do, and we MUST do.

But here again, | want to highlight the
word cleanse - to utterly make clean. We
too must recognize that it's not that Jesus
cleanses, and we just wipe or dust off. When
we spill some food on our clothes, we can
merely wipe off the food but the stain re-
mains. That is not cleansing. But this is
what we often do when we sin. Even if we're
sincere, we can treat sin lightly and just
WIPE OFF the mess we made. But that is
not the task that God wants us to do. God
wants us to CLEANSE ourselves as if to
make utterly clean. He wants us to seek to
keep ourselves utterly clean from all that
defiles us.

To me, this cleansing myself is to grow
in my hatred and deep disgust for that which

defiled me. If I am not really bothered by
things that stain my clothes, I will simply wipe
it off. But if it's my favorite shirt, then | will
immediately seek to wash off whatever |
spilled onto my shirt, and find the right de-
tergent to get the stain off completely. In
the same way, if | treasure more and more
the robe or righteousness that Jesus has
given me to wear, | will also be disgusted
more and more by the filth of sin that soils
this robe.

I must not simply wipe off or brush off
the sin that | find within me; | must utterly
cleanse myself of all traces of that stain. So
that means that | must seek to trace the very
last traces of these evil thoughts that come
up. | must ask myself why | seem to even
enjoy (in the moment) thoughts of
unforgiveness, lust, anger, envy, etc. - that |
give in to them and sin. And | must hate the
root of that enjoyment and seek to
CLEANSE myself of them. This is the part
we must play.

So when we find ourselves giving in to
evil thoughts again and again, let us start
with the foundation that Jesus is able to
CLEANSE us from the guilt and shame of
ALL our past sins - even if those sins hap-
pened 2 seconds ago. This must give us
peace and rest. But this "rest" does not mean
that we stop and just do nothing. NO! From
the security and confidence of our rest and
peace with God, we must then "work out our
salvation with fear and trembling" (Phili-
ppians 2:12) and cleanse ourselves from all
defilement within us - down to the very last
trace of sin that stain our lives with God.

So in closing, let us FULLY EMBRACE
the total cleansing of the blood of Jesus over
all your past. And now, let us also FULLY
EMBRACE the lifestyle of total cleansing that
we have towards every single thought, word,
or deed that defiles us - even if it is just a
defilement in our spirit. L

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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THERE IS NO PROBLEM
HE CANNOT FIX

David Wilkerson

In Mark 9, a distraught father brought his demon-possessed son to Jesus’ disciples seeking
deliverance. This boy was not simply troubled or rebellious, he was full of evil spirits, and they
controlled his every action. This poor boy was considered absolutely hopeless. He was both
deaf and speechless, so he spewed out only guttural sounds. His father had to hold onto him
continually, because the demons constantly tried to cast him into the nearest river, lake or
open fire. It was a full-time job just keeping this child from killing himself and it must have
broken his father’s heart.

Now, as the father stood before the disciples, Satan began manifesting in the boy. He
foamed at the mouth and rolled on the ground, contorting and gyrating wildly. Scripture tells
us the disciples prayed over him—perhaps for a long time—but nothing happened. Soon
the doubting scribes crowded around, asking, “Why is the boy not healed? Is this case too
hard for your Lord? Is the devil more powerful in this kind of situation?”

But then Jesus came on the scene! The father said,“l brought my son to your disciples, but
they couldn’t heal him. He’s a hopeless case.” Jesus responded simply,“If thou canst believe, all
things are possible” (Mark 9:23). Christ was telling everyone present,“Do you believe | can
handle all situations except those under the devil’s control? | tell you, there is no problem, no
impossible circumstance that | cannot fix.”

Then, with just one word, Jesus made the impossible a reality:“He rebuked the foul spirit,
saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, | charge thee, come out of him, and enter no
more into him” (9:25). At that point, the boy fell to the ground as if dead. But, Scripture says,
“Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose” (9:27).

Can you imagine the joy in this scene? That clean, freed boy must have run to his father
and embraced him and the father's heart leapt with joy! God had fixed it all.

So, why did the Holy Spirit move Mark to include this story in his gospel? I believe it was
so every parent from that moment forward would know God can be trusted to do the
impossible with their children. The Lord was saying,“l can restore anything and anyone. If
you'll just believe, all things will be possible to you through Me.”. ®
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