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Question:

Youth Section

WHAT IS SIN?

Sandeep Poonen

Please help me understand what sin is? Can a sin for one person not be sin

for another?

Answer:

This is a very important question
for us to understand. So let me break
it down as I see it:

WHAT IS SIN?

The clearest definition of sin is
what | learned from my father. He
pointed me to Romans 3:23 — for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God. So, anything that does not
meet the high standard of God’s glory
is sin. And from this, I conclude that:
a) God is the One who defines what

sin is, not us. So sin is not based

on culture, social consciousness,
education, color of skin, etc. God
alone defines sin.

b) Anything below the glory of God
is His unchanging definition of
sin. The death and resurrection of
Jesus and His grace does not
change the definition of sin. Mercy
extended towards a murderer does
not change the fact that he had
killed someone. So also, we should
not confuse the definition of sin
from the solution to the problem of
sin.

ARE ALL SINNERS THE

SAME?

Sin has a vertical and a horizontal
impact.

The vertical impact of sin is be-
tween us and God. James 2:10 tells
me this: For whoever keeps the whole

law and yet stumbles in one point, he
has become guilty of all. So it does
not matter if 1 sinned once or some-
one else sinned 50 million times, we
are all equally guilty before God.

The horizontal impact is where all
sins are not equal. Very broadly, there
are sins of thought (e.g. sexual lust)
that do not directly hurt others, while
sins of action (e.g. adultery) that di-
rectly hurt others. And the majority
of sins hurt others down the line even
if not directly.

WHAT WAS THE PUNISHMENT
FOR SIN?

The truest punishment for sin is
seen on the Cross of Jesus Christ.
When Jesus hung on the cross, the sins
of all of us were placed upon Him (2
Corinthians 5:21). And when the
sinless Jesus (Hebrews 4:15) had sin
put on Him, God the Father forsook
Jesus and separated Himself from
Jesus (Matthew 27:45-46).

No matter what visual pictures we
have of hell, it really is just the place
where God forsakes us completely and
separates Himself completely from us.
So Jesus experienced the reality of hell
when He was forsaken by God the
Father. And we will face the same fate
if we are not cleansed of all sin.
WHAT ABOUT THE AREAS
WHERE PEOPLE DON’T
KNOW WHAT SIN IS
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YOUTH SECTION

Romans 4:14-15 - For if those who
are of the Law are heirs, faith is made
void and the promise is nullified; for
the Law brings about wrath, but where
there is no law, there also is no viola-
tion.

This tells me that two people can
do the same act, and for one it is sin
but not for the other.

Let us take the practice of infant
baptism. From my study of the Bible,
itis crystal clear that baptism is some-
thing commanded by Jesus, so we
must obey it. It is our willful com-
mitment to once and for all burying
our life of sin, and choosing the rest
of our lives as ones resurrected to
God’s abundant grace. So baptism is
a choice each must make and is sym-
bolized by immersion. The problem
with infant baptism is that it’s not a
choice made by the infant but by the
parents (and parents cannot choose to
follow Jesus on behalf of the children).
Also, the symbol of baptism that ac-
curately describes burial is IMMER-
SION in water and not sprinkling a
few drops of water. We do not sprinkle
dirt on a dead body; we completely
cover the dead body with dirt.

But | know that there are some
people who don’t see it this way. |
can’t explain this, because to me it is
crystal clear. To me, the practice of
infant baptism does not live up to
God’s standard in His Word, so itis a
sin. So I would be shocked if I went
to heaven, and found out that God did
not consider it asin. And while many
might still practice infant baptism out
of ritual or seeking to please people
(such people worship tradition and
fear what people think), I think that
there are still a few who practice it
genuinely without see it as a distor-
tion of Biblical baptism.

For such people, I believe that even
though they are sinning in their prac-
tice of infant baptism, God will not

find them in explicit violation of God’s
standard because they are ignorant of
God’s law and standard. So there is
no willful disobedience. And for such
people, where God sees a pure and
genuine heart, God will overlook these
areas of ignorance (see Acts 17:30).

So is it possible for someone to
have committed what we would call a
clear sin but they did it out of pure
ignorance? | believe so. And | am
willing to bank on God being an ab-
solutely righteous judge who will sort
all such matters out with absolute fair-
ness. Praise God!
SO WHAT ARE WAYS IN
WHICH I SINACTIVELY?

To me, there are the two primary
ways in which we actively sin:

1) We do not do that which we know
is right to do

James 4:17 — Therefore, to one who
knows the right thing to do and does
not do it, to him it is sin.

Do we know the right way to re-
spond in a particular situation? Is it
to respond with anger and frustration
of mercy and patience? Oristhis TV
program putting lustful images in my
head that | cannot remove? Or is this
habit keeping me from drawing closer
to Jesus?

We don’t need to be expert theolo-
gians to answer these kinds of ques-
tions. The problem most often is that
we know what the right thing to do is,
but we don’t have the conviction to
do what we ought, or we don’t have
the self-control to keep from doing
what we should not do. No matter
what our excuse is, all such acts of dis-
obedience are sins.

2) Anything that we do not do from
faith

Romans 14:23b — whatever is not
from faith is sin.

We can do many things in our own
strength. There are people of many
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religions who live according to what
they believe to be right. But they don’t
live by faith in Jesus. Even many
Christians don’t live their lives by
dependence on God or with full con-
fidence in Him and His Son Jesus.
Instead, they try to obey God’s com-
mands on their own strength. All such
works is also sin. The only life pleas-
ing to God is the life lived by faith in
Him (Hebrews 11:6)

The balance of 1) and 2) above is
important. We must wholeheartedly
seek to do that which we know is right
to do (and not do that which we know
is wrong to do). But we must also
wholeheartedly seek to do this by a
dependence on God. God is not im-
pressed by our good works; He is im-
pressed by hearts of faith alone. But
true faith MUST result in many good
works. Ephesians 2:10 tells me that
He has created us FOR good works,
all of which come from being His
workmanship and being saved and
filled with His grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8-10).

HOW ARE WE CLEANSED
FROM OUR SINS?

1 John 1:6-9 — If we say that we
have fellowship with Him and yet walk
in the darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth; but if we walk in
the Light as He Himself is in the Light,
we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin. If we say that
we have no sin, we are deceiving our-
selves and the truth is notin us. If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and
righteous to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness

Jesus alone can forgive us of our
sins and cleanse us of all our sins
and unrighteousness (v9). His in-

nocent blood that was shed was and is
the only atonement and propitiation
for sin. But for Jesus to forgive us
and cleanse us of all unrighteousness
and sin, we must do something:

(1) We must walk in the light (v7),
and

(2) We must confess our sins (v9)

The blood that Jesus shed for us can
cleanse us from ALL sin. So we do
not need to fear that we have sinned
too many times. But also read these
verses carefully and we’ll notice that
being cleansed from sin is dependent
on conditions defined at the beginning
of verses 7 and 9. And the conditions
are: “If we walk in the Light as God is
in the Light...” (v7) and “If we con-
fess our sins” (v9). So these are the
conditions to be cleansed of ALL sin.
All of our sins (no matter the quan-
tity) can be cleansed by the blood of
Jesus IF we honestly confess our sins
to Him and choose to walk in the Light
with Jesus instead of continuing to
walk in the darkness of our sins.

So as we seek to walk in the Light
of God’s pure holiness, He will show
us areas of filth within (even traces of
filth compared to His glory need to
be cleansed). And when we see our
filthy sins (no matter how trivial they
might seem to us), we can choose to
run away from God (i.e., His uncom-
promising Light) or excuse our sins
and somehow seek to hold on to our
sins. If we do this, we are lying in
calling ourselves Christians (v6). As
true Christians, we humble ourselves
and with ruthless honesty, acknowl-
edge (confess) our sins to Him (v9).
And we seek to forsake those sins and
always keep company with God and
His holy and pure and Light (v7). =

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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THIS IS HOLINESS

David Wilkerson

“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord ... declared to be the Son of God with
power, according to the spirit of holiness” (Roman 1:3-4). True holiness has a spirit
operating behind it. Wherever you find the presence of Jesus working in or among His
people, you will discover abundantly more in them than obedience, more than separation
from the world, more than abstinence from ungodly things. You will find a spirit of
obedience.

To these people, obedience is no longer just a matter of doing what is right and
avoiding what is wrong. The believer who so delights in pleasing the Lord has a spirit
resting upon him which automatically draws him to the light.“For every one that doeth
evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are
wrought in God” (John 3:20-21).A holy person is not afraid of the light of God’s presence.
Rather, he invites that glaring light, because a spirit of holiness within him cries out,”l
want all hidden things to be brought out! | want to be as much like Jesus as is possible
for a human being on this earth.” This servant runs to the light and when he surrenders,
the light of Christ’s presence becomes pure glory to him.

Listen to the language of the Spirit of holiness, to the motivation of that spirit:“We
keep his commandment, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight” (1 John 3:22).
In the Greek translation, these words are very strong: “We keep His commandments,
taking them up with great excitement because we know it pleases Him!”

Here is how | believe this spirit of holiness operates in a church where the presence of
Jesus is manifested. First of all, brothers and sisters come to your church in victory with
the smile of an overcomer. They testify,“I'm being changed! The Lord is putting a desire
in my heart to obey and walk blameless in His presence.” As you witness this, your spirit
rejoices, saying within,“Thank God, another servant is bringing Him pleasure! My brother
and my sister are making heaven rejoice!”

Your excitement extends beyond the freedom we presently enjoy, beyond our rescue
from the devil’s power. Because more than all else, we are becoming a body that is
learning how to please Him.We obey not out of duty or out of slavish fear, but because
inside us lives a spirit of obedience.We delight in Christ’s joy, rejoicing that His heart
rejoices! This is holiness. o
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