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Question:

I used to go to the movies with my church and college friends. But my par-
ents told me it was wrong, so | stoppedgoing. But | don’t understand why. I’m
not addictedand am not badly influenced by it. They say | must resist this temp-
tation, butwhat’s the sin?1 understand not watching pornography, but why this?

Answer:

Thanks for your email. I’'m glad
you thought to write to me. It shows a
willingness/desire to learn. So keep up
with that. We are not expected to au-
tomatically be wise. We ALL can
learn wisdom through our many fail-
ures, but also by asking honest ques-
tions to other people who fear God.

And one thing I’ve learned is that |
don’t really need to always know the
answer to a specific question. Some
questions are grey areaswhere there is
no clear yes/no answer. But even in
such cases, there are some OTHER
questions that easy to answer. And if
I answer these well, they help me walk
with a clear conscience before God.So
here are some other related questions
that are easier to answer:

1. Do | fear God?

Proverbs 9:10 - The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom. This
verse tells me what | MUST have to
be wise. God tells me that the FIRST
step to being wise is to be REVER-
ENT (have a deep respect) towards
God. Culture however tells me that |
am wise if | am highly educated or
intelligent or deep philosophically.
And the songs, blogs, movies, and the
vast majority of the posts on Facebook
tell us such lies. So we as Christians

Youth Section

IS IT PROPER GOING TO
" MOVIES REGULARLY?
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must be ruthlessly anti-cultural in
knowing what it takes to be truly wise.

And here’s a simple test that I’m
growing in my fear of God: Sin is be-
coming more disgusting to me (Prov-
erbs 8:13).So if | can honestly say that
I am growing in my reverence for God
(by my increasing hatred for sin) and
for what God values, then this is a
basic confidence | can have in ALL
that | do.

And it’s not a question to answer
to anyone else (even though God-fear-
ing parents and elders can be great
guides). Primarily, the ones who we
should consider when giving our an-
swer is God first and also the devil.
The devil sees all of our actions and
tendencies in secret, and God even
sees our thoughts. So if we can speak
confidently about our attitude towards
sin to them, we are walking in the
Light of God.

2. Am | obeying God’s clear com-
mands to me?

As | mentioned earlier as well,
there is no verse that tells me clearly
whether | should go to the movies or
not. But there are other questions that
are clear for me based on God’s com-
mands in His word.

As it relates to movies, these are
the kinds of questions that are black
and white to me:
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= Do watching movies gradually
weaken me in my fight against sexual
lust? (Matthew 5:27-28)

= Do watching movies make me
want more to be cool, relevant, and
popular in this world? (Gal 1:10)

= Do watching movies very slowly
weaken my passion to be a disciple of
Jesus? (2 Cor 11:2-3)

From my own experience, | know
that | must be very careful with what
my eyes see. But each person has to
answer this for themselves to God. So
keep walking in the Light of God’s
holiness (1 John 1:5), and He will
show you if there is a “root” of some
sin that is starting to take a hold in your
heart. If that happens, be radical to
pull it out by the Holy Spirit’s help.

3.Am | growing in submission?

Even if you have answered the first
2 questions above well, something that
is EVEN MORE IMPORTANT for
young people who stay at home or are
dependent on their parents for finan-
cial support is this: Honor and obey
your father and mother. And this is
definitely true if our parents are Chris-
tian believers.

I can see that you are honoring and
obeying your parents. That is why you
have accepted their request not to go
to the movies, even though you don’t
understand it. This is wonderful.
Remember that Jesus “submitted” to
His earthly parents even though they
were far less spiritually mature than
He was (Luke 2:50-52). So He is our
example even if we happen to be right
and our parents wrong. And this tells
me how important submission is; far
more important than our own opinion
of what might be okay to do.

And let me say this: You might find
SOME young Christians who are se-
rious to follow the Lord with passion
and energy. But you will find VERY,
VERY, VERY, VERY FEW young

Christians who are absolutely con-
vinced that two of the biggest (if not
the two biggest) virtues in young
people are FAITHFULNESS and
SUBMISSION. The virtue of submis-
sion is extremely rare in young people,
and very few are passionately commit-
ted to it. This is why God has a hard
time using the vast majority of youth
in the world today.

So | am confident that even if
watching movies is okay for you, the
Lord has a MUCH BIGGER test for
you. And it is the test of whether you
will submit to the authority placed
over you. If you see this as the REAL
test in front of you, and if you work
hard to succeed here, then you have
done very well!

4. What would you do if you had to
watch over someone’s soul?

Hebrews 13:17a - Obey your lead-
ers and submit to them, for they keep
watch over your souls as those who
will give an account.

You don’t have to obey your par-
ents forever. They are raising you to
be an adult and think for yourself and
to learn godliness. But when you are
an adult and get a job so as to finan-
cially support yourself, you can find
your own apartment, and you can
make your own choices. You can then
decide what you want to watch and
whether you want to have parties in
your house and so on. Then, you
don’t have to answer to your parents.
You must still respect them but you
don’t have to obey them in everything.

But let me flip the question to you.
Suppose you were given FULL RE-
SPONSIBILITY for looking after
some 12 year old boy? Suppose you
were completely responsible for
“watching over” what he ate, what he
studied, as well as spiritual matters
such as which church he went to, and
what kind of books and music he read
and listened to, and what kind of mov-
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ies he watched, and what virtues he
had.

And what if God said that YOU
were responsible to watch over his
soul, and you had to give an account
to GOD about the way he lived his
life. How would you do it?

You probably know that it’s impor-
tant for him to eat healthy foods —he
can’t just eat candy, chocolates, and
sugary sweets all day long. Far more
important is to have a healthy diet of
vegetables and fruits and other nutri-
tious food. So I’m sure you’ll push
him to eat properly, because you want
him to be healthy.

And if you also genuinely believed
that sin is far more serious than can-
cer, ebola, AIDS, heart attack, and
diabetes put together, then you would
be even stricter about what he put into
his spiritual being. You would be cau-
tious even with grey areas, knowing
that you would not want to be respon-
sible for causing him to become pol-
luted by the mindset of this world.

So I hope you understand that your
parents give this advice with this heart
of genuine love. This s a heart of love
that seeks the best for the others! Your
parents have it, and even though
you’re probably still immature and not
ready to be a good parent yet, I’m sure
you have this same heart of love al-
ready!

5. THE HARDEST QUESTION:
Am | rejoicing always even as | sub-
mit?

This is a hard question. Do | sub-
mit to God-given authority with resis-
tance and a grumpy face, or can |
maintain my joy in Jesus? Paul asks
us t)o rejoice in the Lord always(Phil
4:4).

Let me be very clear about the joy
of the Lord. 1tisNOT a feeling. Paul
wrote these words in prison, and

prison was not fun. He probably
didn’t FEEL great most of the time —
he had no freedom and was probably
beaten often, hungry and cold. Yethe
was emphatic that we must rejoice in
the Lord always!

Jesus was his Example. Even when
Jesus was going to be separated from
the Father in just a few hours, He yet
had a deep and full joy, and wanted
His disciples to have the same joy.
John 15:11 — These things | have spo-
ken to you so that My joy may be in
])CIOILll and that your joy may be made
ull.

So even though he was troubled in
his soul/feelings (John 12:27-28) and
was later even grieved (in His feel-
ings) to the point of death (Mark
14:34), He STILL had a full joy with
God and wished that His disciples had
that same joy.So our joy in God must
NOT be confused with what we are
feelings.

Finally, let me leave you with
Colossians 1:9-12 — We have not
ceased to pray for you and to ask that
you may be filled with the knowledge
of Hiswill in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, so that you will walk
in a manner worthy of the Lord, to
please Him in all respects, bearing
fruit in every good work and increas-
ing in the knowledge of God; strength-
ened with all power, according to His

glorious might, for the attaining of
all steadfastness and patience with

joy; giving thanks to the Father, who
has qualified us to share in the inher-
itance of the saints in Light. Meditate
(like slowly chewing) on this passage.

So my hope is that you maintain
your JOY in your submission! I’'m not
saying it’s easy; it’s a hard battle — for
you and for me. So we don’t stop
praying (v 9) for one another that this
happens in us.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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HIS HAND OF LOVE

Jim Cymbala

aintaining doctrinal purity is good but it is not the whole picture for a New

Testament church. The apostles wanted to do much more than simply “hold the

fort,” as the old gospel song says. They asked God to empower them to move out
and impact an entire culture.

In too many places where the Bible is being thumped and doctrine is being argued
until three in the morning, the Spirit of that doctrine is missing. William Law, an English
devotional writer of the early 1700s, wrote, “Read whatever chapter of Scripture you will,
and be ever so delighted with it—yet it will leave you as poor,as empty and unchanged
as it found you unless it has turned you wholly and solely to the Spirit of God, and
brought you into full union with and dependence upon Him.”

One way to recognize whether we suffer from this disconnection is to look at our
concern for people who are dirt ... people who are “other”.... people who don’t fit the
core group’s image. The idea that a church could be called to serve just one designated
class is not found in the New Testament. The ravages of sin are not pleasant—but they
are what Jesus came to forgive and heal.“The Son of Man came to seek and to save what
was lost” (Luke 19:10). The Spirit of God is a Spirit of mercy, of compassion, of reaching
out.

Yet Christians often hesitate to reach out to those who are different. They want God to
clean the fish before they catch them. If someone’s gold ring is attached to an unusual
body part, if the person doesn’t smell the best, or if the skin color is not the same,
Christians tend to hesitate. But think for a moment about Godreaching out to us. If ever
there was a “reach” that was it: the holy, pure Deity extending Himself to us who were
soiled, evil-hearted, unholy. God could have said, “You're so different from Me, so
distasteful, | would really rather not get too close to you.” But He didn’t say that. It was
our very differentness that drew His hand of love.

Jesus didn’t just speak the healing word to lepers from a distance ... He touched them.
“And He put forth His hand and touched him, saying, | will: be thou clean. And
immediately the leprosy departed from him” (Luke 5:13). ®
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