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Question:
What is the difference between mercy and grace?

Answer:

This is an important distinction
for all of us to understand.

The mercy of God is the easier
word for us to understand because
every single person in the world
enjoys this. The Bible tells us that
the sun shines on the good and the
evil. Thisisasign of God’s mercy
towards even the evil person. The
mercy of God is what allows an
evil person to commit a crime and
not always face justice right away.
Every injustice will be addressed
at the judgment seat of Christ, but
some might get away with it until
then.

But grace is something that was
fundamentally brought through
Jesus Christ and uniquely avail-
able to Christians under the New
Covenant (New Agreement be-
tween God and humans). So while
the word grace appears in the Old
Testament, the Bible is clear about
the grace available only through

Youth Section

DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN

™ MERCY AND GRACE?

Sandeep Poonen

Christ: John 1:17 — For the Law
was given through Moses; grace
and truth were realized through
Jesus Christ.

So what is this grace that is
available to us because of Christ?

I want to highlight three things
that | try to remember in my daily
life:

1. Grace gives us power

Romans 6:14 - For sin shall not
be master over you, for you are not
under law but under grace.

This is a critical component of
grace. Grace has a direct impact
on sin in our lives. Grace should
empower us to not allow ANY sin
to be master over us.

This is the incredible advantage
that ALL of us in the New Cov-
enant have over those in the Old
Covenant. Jesus brought the full
power of grace and reality (no hy-
pocrisy; truth) to humankind. So
everybody who receives Jesus by
faith has access to His grace (Ro-
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mans 5:1-2)— where sin losing its
mastery over is becomes a living
reality.

We also read the words of Jesus
to Paul: 2 Corinthians 12:9 — And
He has said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for power is per-
fected in weakness.” Most gladly,
therefore, | will rather boast about
my weaknesses, so that the power
of Christ may dwell in me.Here
again, grace is connected with
power. And it is the power to help
us in our lives, even in the midst
of all our weaknesses. There is on
excuse for us despite all our weak-
nesses — His grace gives us
strength and power.

So I want to challenge us to live
this life of grace, which is a life of
power over sin.

2. Grace makes us rich

2 Corinthians 8:9 — For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sake He became poor,
so that you through His poverty
might become rich.

The Bible refers to grace as
God’s riches on multiple occa-
sions. But | think this is something
that is completely missed by many
Christians. We are so used to think-
ing of riches only in the context of
money, because we live in this
world where it is defined this
way.But we must learn the defini-
tion of words based on how the
Bible uses it. And the Bible gives
me a new way to look at riches.

The Bible tells me that the love
of money is the root of all kinds of
evil, and that those who want to
get rich with money fall into all
kinds of foolish desires. But the
Bible also tells me that the grace
of God isriches. So if | say that |
am a recipient of God’s grace in
Christ, then | am very rich.So |
must recognize that | am a very
rich person because of the grace
of Jesus Christ.

So I want to challenge us to live
this life of grace, which makes you
rich in Christ!

3. Grace makes us poor

2 Corinthians 8:9 — For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich,
yet for your sake He became poor,
so that you through His poverty
might become rich.

Just so that none of us get the
wrong idea of what it means to be
rich in Christ, we see the true
model of our richness in Christ in
this verse. This verse tells us that
we are rich because Jesus became
poor. But since we are to be like
Jesus, we follow in His footsteps,
and in the demonstration of His
grace. And so, we who are now
rich, choose to be poor for the sake
of others.

Now, this does not mean that we
are no longer rich in Christ. No,
we remain rich in Christ, but we
never use it to our advantage over
other human beings. Jesus was the
Son of God but when He lived on
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this earth, He never used it to over-
power humans or assert Himself
over mankind. He referred to Him-
self as an ordinary Son of Man, and
He only used His power to defeat
the devil and release people on
earth who were bound and op-
pressed by the the powers of evil.

So also, we are very rich in
Christ, but in living here on earth,
we do not seek to assert ourselves
over others. We do not act like so
many of the rich of this earth who
“lord it over others” (Luke 22:24-
27). Instead, we are among others
as ones who serve; as ones who are
poor.

So | want to challenge you to
live this life of grace, which makes
you poor like your Savior in order
that others too can see the riches
they too have in Christ!

So in closing, may we accept
God’s great mercy over us by giv-
ing us life and all the things on this
earth that we enjoy. And we em-
brace the sacrifice of His Son in
dying for us when we didn’t de-
serve it. But we don’t stop with
God’s mercy. We also embrace the
power and the riches of His grace,
and it also drives us to become ser-
vants (poor) so that others too
might become partakers of this
grace.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)

IMITATING CHRIST
C.S Lewis

Very often the only way to get a quality in reality is to start behav-
ing as if you had it already. That is why children’s games are so im-
portant. They are always pretending o be grown-ups—playing sol-
diers, playing shop. But all the time, they are hardening their muscles
and sharpening their wits so that the pretence of being grown-up
helps them to grow up in eamest.

Now, the moment you readlise ‘Here | am, dressing up as Christ,” it
is extremely likely that you will see at once some way in which at that
very moment the pretence could be made less of a pretence and
more of a redlity. You will find several things going on in your mind
which would not be going on there if you were really a son of God.
Well, stop them. Or you may realise that, instead of saying your prayers,
you ought to be downstairs writing a letter, or helping your wife to
wash- up. Well, go and do it.

- Zrone ‘Mere Christianity”
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LIGHT THAT SHINES

Peter Pollock

Luke 8 :16: “ No one ,when he has it a lamp, covers it with a vessel or puts it under
the bed, but sets it on a lamp stand that those who enter may see”

Jesus had explained the parable of the “sower” culminating with the seed that fell on
the good ground! This fruit blossomed. That is the way it is with Jesus Christ. When He
comes into a life, it is because He has been accepted lock, stock and barrel! The
consequences are an absolute revelation and blessing to behold, because Jesus changes
lives! If there is no change there is simply no Jesus. It is as blatant as that.When the lamp
has been lit, it is there for the world to see. It is not covered with a vessel or put under
the bed. It stands out so that all can see. There are “legions” of so-called Christians who
go to church and while they do believe in what the bible says, and intellectually do
acknowledge that the Gospel is probably the right way, they are too scared and timid to
tell anybody. There is a great fear of man and these people then choose to become so-
called “secret agents” or “submarine saints”!

Anyone who hides away actually has not seen the light! Naturally | am not talking
about those who through persecution need to work “underground™ Jesus emphasizes
that to those who have found the light, even more will be given. This seems unfair but it
is God’s way. They will be blessed out of their socks in terms of faith, understanding and
revelation while those who shy away from the truth, even what they have will be taken
away.

Perhaps this explains the great disparity we have in the church with the “have’s” and
the “have not’s” or should we rather call them the sheep and the goats, the wheat and
the tares.

Growing together in the church will be a minority group totally sold out to Jesus and
they will be opposed by those who are more inclined to accommodate the world’s value
system into their beliefs. It is all so much more than religion or philosophy.

Jesus is told that his mother and brothers are waiting outside for Him and His answer
again was pretty forthright. His real “family” are those who hear the Word of God and
do it. Always Jesus is pointing to a relationship in the spirit and a Kingdom that is really
not of this world. True believers are salt and light and they do stick out and make a
difference to those around them! °
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