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Question:

Youth Section

THE FEAR OF

THE LORD

Sandeep Poonen

Can you help me understand the fear of God that we as Christians must

have?
Answer:

The Bible mentions the fear of
the Lord several times, but it’s still
not well understood by most
Christians. So | am happy to share
my present understanding of this.
1. The fear of the Lord and the

book of wisdom

The fear of the Lord appears
most often in the book of Proverbs.
This is a book of wisdom full of
practical insights. So right away,
we should know that this book in
the Bible that is full of wisdom for
practical living highlights the im-
portance of the fear of the Lord.
2. Changing our mindset on the

fear of the Lord

We should pay attention to how
the Bible describes the fear of the
Lord. See some of these phrases
associated with the fear of the
Lord:

e The fear of the Lord prolongs

life (Proverbs 10:27)
¢ In the fear of the LORD there

is strong confidence (Proverbs

14:26)

e The fear of the Lord is a foun-
tain of life (Proverbs 14:27)

e The fear of the Lord leads to life
(Proverbs 19:23)

e The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom (Proverbs
9:10)

e The fear of the Lord is to hate
evil (Proverbs 8:13)

Is our view of the fear of the
Lord that of being a fountain of life
and that which prolongs life? It’s
probably not that way for most
Christians. And | think the reason
for this is that most Christians use
the dictionary to define truths, in-
stead of the Bible. The dictionary
is a great book to find the defini-
tion of words, but for the defini-
tion of truth, we must go to the
Bible.

So one of the first things we
must do is change our thinking
about the fear of the Lord. We must
grow in the firm conviction that the
fear of the Lord is truly a fountain
of life, a source of strong confi-
dence, and that which can prolong
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YOUTH SECTION

life. We must not think of the fear
or the Lord as a weight and a bur-
den.

3. The fear of God who is our

Father

Because of the way paved by
Jesus, we now interact with God
as our Father. So while the fear of
the Lord is preached throughout
the Bible, there is a big change in
how we fear God when He is our
Father.

For all of us in the New Cov-
enant, the fear of the Lord is the
fear not of what God will do to
us, but of what our actions will
do God. Or put another way, the
fear of the Lord is not being afraid
of making God mad, but of mak-
ing God sad.And we will have the
correct view of the fear of the Lord
when we genuinely see God as a
Father and not as a master. The
heart of the servant is afraid of
making the master mad. The heart
of the son however, is afraid of
bringing sadness and pain to his
father.

4. Our position with God will de-
termine how we fear God
Following from what | have

written above, it is where we are

(our position) relative to God that

will drive how we fear God. Let

me explain what | mean.

God giving the Israelites the Ten
Commandments gives us a vivid
picture of God inthe Old Covenant.
Itsays in Exodus 19:10-17 that the
people trembled as the stood at the

foot of Mount Sinai as thunder and
lightning came from that moun-
tain. And only Moses went up to
the top of the mountain because
God was to be treated as absolutely
holy. The people couldn’t even
come close to the base of the
mountain.

But in the New Covenant, we
are SEATED WITH GOD in the
heavenlies (Ephesians 2:4-7). And
because we are children of God (1
John 3:1), we are not just seated
in heaven, we are seated on the
very lap of the Father (John 1:18).
This is the rightful place for the
childto sit with its father. What a
HUGE change of position com-
pared to being kept away from
even the foot of the mountain!!!

But as we sit on this lap of Di-
vine Love, what we hear closest
to the Throne is the angels saying,
“Holy! Holy! Holy!” over and over
again (Rev. 4:8; lsaiah 6:13).

So whether we are in the Old or
New Covenant, the fear of the
Lord is essential. But the big dif-
ference in the New Covenant is
that we hear the cry for holiness
from the lap of the Father. As we
sit on God’s lap and get to know
Him better as a Father, we gain a
better sense of what makes His
heart beat faster with joy (when we
choose to do His will), and what
makes Him weep (when we choose
to do our own will). And the never-
ending chorus of “Holy” that sur-
rounds our Father’s Throne will
increasingly ring in our ears as we

@RHNOIY 2015 | loioadsled
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live our daily lives. So aswe main-
tain our POSITION AS SEATED
ON THE LAP OF OUR FATHER,
living a life of daily holiness will
become an increasingly natural
response in our lives.

5. If God is our Father, we live
in holy fear
1 Peter 1:17 — If you address as
Father the One who impartially
judges according to each one’s
work, conduct yourselves in fear

during the time of your stay on
earth.

This verse has been a wonder-
ful reminder of the balance of the
loving Father and Holy King that
isour God. |think the verseis very
simple to understand and clear in
its meaning. We must not back
down from knowing God as our
Father, but we are justified in call-
ing God our Father only if we cor-
respondingly live lives of holy
fear.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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(For the mind set on the flesh is
death, but the mind set on the spirit
is life and peace).
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How can I Control my Fears?
Rob Chaffart

ow many among us could declare what David believed: "Though an army besiege me, my heart will not
fear; though war break out against me, even then | will be confident.” (Ps 27:3,NIV2)

As | write this devotional, many are concerned about the Ebola disease outbreak as it has not only hit
West Africa, but the Western world as well. Many in the United States buy Clorox and Lysol in case of an
epidemic of that dire disease, even though there is no proof that these products could even destroy the
Ebola virus. In West Africa there is a black market for buying blood from people who supposedly overcame
that disease. Fear runs quite rampant!

However, if David were in our shoes, he would still declare about such circumstances: "Even then | will
be confident."

There are many fears out there that we face on a daily basis: heart disease, cancer, loss of a job, loss of
someone important to you, pressure from work, finances ... Nonetheless, David would dedlare: "The LORD is
my light and my salvation- whom shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life- of whom shall I be
afraid?” (Ps 27:1,NIV2)

Notice what David is trying to convey. As long as we focus on our Heavenly Father, our fears will
evaporate into nothingness, for He is far bigger than all of our fears combined!

In fact David has but one purpose: "One thing | ask from the LORD, this only do | seek: that | may dwell
in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his
temple." (Ps 27:4, NIV2) In other words, David wanted to have an intimate relationship with God above
anything else, where he could savor the beauty of our Father.As his focus was geared on God, all his fears
evaporated.

When we focus on our Father, our trust in Him multiplies exponentially: "For in the day of trouble he
will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent and set me high upon a
rock." (Ps 27:5,NIV2)

Do we believe this, truly believe it?

Adter all, David knew what he was talking about. Early on, while herding his father's sheep, he faced
wild animals. He then faced a monster of a giant who could have destroyed him just by clicking his fingers.
He was persecuted by his king and father-in-law, whose purpose was to destroy him completely. His own
son Absalom organized a coup against him. His life was filled with adversity, yet he still could confidently
dedlare: "The LORD is my light and my salvation- whom shall | fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life-
of whom shall | be afraid?" (Ps 27:1, NIV2) David discovered the secret of how to obtain victory over his
fears. David became invulnerable through his trust in his Father!

Even more so for us, who have experienced Jesus personally: "Keep your eyes on Jesus, who both began
and finished this race we're in. Study how he did it. Because he never lost sight of where he was headed-
that exhilarating finish in and with God-he could put up with anything along the way: Cross, shame,
whatever.And now he's there, in the place of honor, right alongside God.When you find yourselves flagging
in your faith, go over that story again, item by item, that long litany of hostility he plowed through. That

will shoot adrenaline into your souls!" (Heb 12:2-3,M5G) We simply have nothing to fear. ®
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