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As we prepare for 2016, it is
good to renew our vision to what
lies ahead. Think of our lives like
driving a car — where dirt, rain,
flies, mosquitoes are hitting the
windshield in front of us and
blocking our view. Similarly, it’s
so easy to get our view of life
clouded by world news, current
pressures at home, trials at work,
etc. Soit’s good to use these events
graciously provided by God (God
was the one who ordained that the
earth go around the sun every 365
or so days) to clean our view in
front of us yet again — and make
sure we’re on the right path.

So I want to give you something
to consider for 2016 from this
passage | read recently:

1 Corinthians 13:8-13 - Love
never fails; but if there are gifts of
prophecy, they will be done away;
if there are tongues, they will
cease; if there is knowledge, it will
be done away. For we know in part
and we prophesy in part; but when
the perfect comes, the partial will

Youth Section

THE JOURNEY

IN FRONT
OF LS

Sandeep Poonen

be done away. When I was a child,
| used to speak like a child, think
like a child, reason like a child;
when | became a man, | did away
with childish things. For now we
see in amirror dimly, but then face
to face; now | know in part, but
then I will know fully just as I also
have been fully known. But now
faith, hope, love, abide these three;
but the greatest of these is love.
In this passage, Paul tells me the
difference between the Christians’
lives here on earth, and the
Christians’ future life with God.
He talks about a “now” as we live
here on earth, versus a “then”
when we die or when Jesus returns.
In the “then” when we are with
God, we will know fully and see
God completely (v 12). Until then,
this is what we have to deal with
in the “now”:
e We know in part (v9)
e We prophesy in part (v9)
e We don’t see well, as if trying
to look through a very bad
mirror (v 12)

efla1e2091e:03 | amgaidl 2016



YOUTH SECTION

Yet, despite these limitations,
Paul urges us:Let faith, hope, and
love remain (abide).

So let me share how these three
critical virtues of faith, hope, and
love must abide.

Hope:

Our hope is what we look
forward to. This is the final
destination as we journey through
life here on earth.Thisthen, is the
Christian hope:

I will be pure, just like Jesus is
pure (Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:2-
3).

Most of us have probably seen
smartphonesthat allow us to set a
destination, and the GPS system
then faithfully directs us step-by-
step to that destination. If only it
were easy for our lives! Because
we disobeyed God in the Garden
of Eden, our flesh now keeps
seeking to distract us from and
even distort our final destination.
So we need to renew our minds to
our destination being of complete
and utter purity from sin.

And how do we know whether
we are heading towards our
destination? We just need to look
at our actions and priorities.As we
look back at 2015, have we been
primarily obsessed with our day-
to-day lives, our financial security,
our children’s well-being, etc.?
Then let us wipe our windshields
clean, and rededicate our lives to
our hope in Christ.

Let us discard our hopes in a
nice and easy life (1 Peter 4:1-2),

a life of riches (1 Timothy 6:9-10),
merely going to heaven (John
17:3), etc. The Christian’s hope is
so much better! Our hope is one
that others in the world cannot
fathom, only because they do not
know God as an altogether loving
Father like we do (1 John 3:1). If
they knew that God could be their
loving Father, they too would
understand and even embrace our
hope.

Faith:

With the hope of being pure like
Jesus as our destination, faith is
our daily journey towards that
destination. Now since the word
“faith” is used so trivially and
badly in the Christian world today,
I want to give you three easily
understandable words to describe
what a life of faith practically
looks like:

1. The life of faith is not an
agreement to a belief system, but
a life of active obedience to God’s
will for us as described in His
Word (Hebrews 3:18-19).

2. The life of faith is a life
of daily faithfulness. The Bible
uses the exactly same word for
faith (Hebrews 11:1) and
faithfulness (Matthew 23:23;
Galatians 5:22). We tend to think
of faithfulness very differently
from faith based on the English
language, but the Bible equates
them. So they are the same in
God’s view.

3. The life of faith is a life
of humility. Habakkuk 2:4
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contrasts the proud one with the
one who lives by faith. Since
humility is the opposite of pride,
the humble one is the one who
lives by faith.

This is what characterized the
life of Jesus as well. The faith of
Jesus was not an intellectual agree-
ment to a belief system (Matthew
11:25-26). Rather, it was a life of
radical obedience (Matthew 6:38),
daily faithfulness (Mark 9:23; He-
brews 4:15), and humility (Mat-
thew 11:29). So in our hope to be
like Jesus, these 3 character traits
must be increasingly manifested in
our daily walk. This is the day’s
journey in front of us every day in
2016. So let us have to a true life
of faith as we wake up every morn-
ing in 2016.

Love:

With hope as our destination
and faith as our daily journey, love
is our fuel. And when 1 think of
love, | don’t immediately think of
my love towards God or others. |
think about God’s love towards
me. All of my love is fueled by
His love (1 John 4:19). If | can
only see love in this light, then |
can see what an amazing fuel love
can be.

To me, | find the love of God at
the cross where we received the
unfathomable pardon for all our
sins(Luke 7:47). And then, the
love of God is magnified over and
over as | see how God RUNS to-

wards me in full forgiveness,
mercy, and even joy every time |
return to Him (the story of the
prodigal son). All of this is pos-
sible only because of Jesus, who
is now my Example and Advocate
(Hebrews 4:15-16).

This sort of love is absolutely
unbelievable if it were not true (be-
cause itisin God’s Word). This is
the kind of unfathomable love that
must be characteristic of a Divine
love that is so far beyond all hu-
man reasoning. And we are truly
blessed if, with humility and grati-
tude, we embrace this majestic
love being shown by our amazing
God.

Finally, one of my favorite mis-
sionaries to India is Amy
Carmichael. She wrote this poem
that | am often reminded of, and
that poetically seems to describe
what | have written:

Give me the love that leads the

way,

The faith that nothing can

dismay

The hope no disappointments

tire,

The passion that will burn like

fire;

Let me not sink to be a clod;

Make me Thy fuel, Flame of

God

So may God truly bless 2016 for
each one of you with faith, hope,
and love. "
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JESUS LEARNED OBEDIENCE
BY DENYING HIMSELF

n Hebrews 5:8, we read that “although He was a Son He learned obedience from the things

He suffered.” Jesus had to learn obedience. ‘Learn’ is a word connected with education.

Jesus had to get an education in obedience in the days of His flesh. As God in heaven, He
had never obeyed anyone. If you have never done something in your whole life, then when you
do it for the first time, you learn something. Jesus learnt to obey when He came to earth as a
Man. Then He not only had to obey His Father, He had to obey Joseph and Mary as well. Joseph
and Mary were sinful, imperfect people. They must have made mistakes, just like all parents do.
Yet Jesus obeyed them. That must have been difficult. He obeyed and suffered in His
obedience. That means that He suffered the pain of denying His own will and obeying His
Father, all through His life. Thatis how He learnt obedience when it cost Him suffering.

"He suffered the pain of denying His own will and obeying His Father, all through His life.
Thatis how He learnt obedience when it cost Him suffering.”

Some areas of obedience can be enjoyable. If you tell your child to eat up his ice-cream, he
enjoys obeying you. There is no suffering for him there. But when he is playing with his friends
and you tell him to stop playing and come in and do his homework, then obedience becomes
painful. Even so, in our life, there are certain areas where obedience may be easy and
enjoyable. We obey knowing that it is good for us. But the real test of our obedience is when we
have to do something that we don't like to do, something that involves denying our will,
something that brings us pain. That is where our obedience is tested.

Jesus learned obedience by denying Himself. Anything that His Father said, “No,” to, He
also said, “No” to. He learned obedience through the things He suffered, and at the end of this
education “He was made perfect’ (Heb. 5:9). “Perfect” here means “complete”. Jesus
graduated and got His degree. Itis the same degree that we also need to get. We too have to
overcome numerous temptations as He did.

What happens if we fail in a test? Then we have to do that test again! When we pass all our
tests finally, we get our degree. Then we are overcomers! That is the most important degree in
life that we can ever get. Every other degree is, comparatively speaking, rubbish. When Jesus
says, “Follow me”, He is asking us to do what He did as the Captain of our salvation. He will
never ask us to face a temptation that He Himself never faced. Let us go boldly then to the
throne of grace and get grace to help us complete our education. If we have to suffer, we will
suffer. Butwe are determined to learn obedience and complete our education.

In Hebrews 5:9, we read, “Having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him
the source of eternal salvation.” Jesus has now become the Professor in this college of
obedience. He went through the same college from the lowest level to the highest—and obeyed
ineverything.

We as servants of God are now called to be junior lecturers in this same college of
obedience. The more you have learnt obedience through suffering, the more you can be a true
servant of the Lord who leads others also to obedience. That alone is true Christian ministry. But
if you keep on failing in your tests, how can you be a lecturerin this college?

“He has become to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.”(Heb. 5:9). This
“eternal salvation” is not referring to salvation from the penalty of sin, but rather to salvation from

the power of sinin daily life.. )
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