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THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Sandeep Poonen

Acts 1:8 tells us that we will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon us. So
what does that power look like?

Many Christians look at the book of Acts
and see the signs and wonders and miracles
that the disciples did, and seek for this as the
evidence of the power of the Holy Spirit. In-
deed, to perform the supernatural works of
God requires the power of the Holy Spirit. And
especially for those who go out to preach the
gospel in all the world, Jesus promises that
power to heal and perform miracles will ac-
company them (Mark 16:14-18). However, we
are also clearly told that the ability to perform
miracles is not given to all believers (1
Corinthians 12:29-31).

Additionally, looking to signs and wonders
as the definitive proof of power of the Holy
Spirit can be misleading. The Bible tells me
that there are some who will perform miracles
in the name of Jesus who had NO knowledge
of God and will be rejected by God (Matthew
7:21-23). And we see that the Antichrist will
deceive many people with great signs that he
performs, including causing fire to come down
from heaven like Elijah did (Revelation 13:11-
18).

So what is the power of the Holy Spirit that
is given to ALL believers? | think we can find
a clear description of this in Ephesians 3:14-
19 - 14 For this reason | bow my knees be-
fore the Father, 15 from whom every family in
heaven and on earth derives its name, 16 that
He would grant you, according to the riches
of His glory, to be strengthened with power
through His Spiritin the inner man, 17 so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith;
and that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all
the saints what is the breadth and length and
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled up to all the fullness of God.

Verse 16 tells me that | can be strength-
ened with power through the Holy Spirit. And
| see thatin verses 17-19, Paul goes on to tell
me what that power of the Holy Spirit looks
like:

1) In the inner man

First of all, we must know beyond all doubt
that the power of the Holy Spirit available to
ALL believers is strength for the inner man.
The holy life described in the Law was focused
onone’s external life. But Jesus demonstrated
the full life of God by ALWAYS doing the will
of God (Hebrews 10:5-7). And the Holy Spirit
has been given to us so that we too can have
the life of God gushing forth from our inner-
most beings (John 7:37-39). It is so easy to
get focused on the miracles and ministry suc-
cesses of others. But we must be diligent,
and even ruthless, to renew our minds that
the power of the Holy Spirit is for our inner
lives.

2) Rooted and grounded in love

The foundational strength of the power of
the Holy Spirit is that Christ might dwell in our
hearts through faith. And how do we know if
Christ is indeed dwelling in our hearts? We
will be rooted and grounded in the love of God.

To be rooted and grounded describes a life
that is like a plant whose roots have reached
deep into the ground, that it cannot be up-
rooted by the next wind or storm of trial and
affliction. And it is the love of God that nour-
ishes and secures the roots of such a plant.

Such a life is only possible through faith. |
see the faith spoken of here as being the op-
posite of our feelings and our intellectual
ideas. So for Christ to dwell in my heart
through faith means that no feeling or emo-
tion or intellectual thought can shake my con-
viction strong assurance that Christ is in my
heart (Romans 8:31-39). Jesus wants to dwell
(live; abide) in our hearts. He does not want
to be an occasional visitor, who is kicked out
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YOUTH SECTION

with every next wave of emotion, bad mood,
or intellectual doubt. Christ can dwell in us
even when we face difficult trials or circum-
stances that don't go our way.

For this, we need strength that comes only
through the Holy Spirit's power. So we must
seek for the Holy Spirit's power. This life of
security in God'’s love simply cannot come by
seeking to be a better version of you, or think-
ing new age thoughts of gratitude and bliss.

So this is what all of us must FIRST seek
the power of the Holy Spirit for: To have a
growing SECURITY in the love of God that is
unaffected by all our circumstances and tri-
als.

3) Comprehending the love of God with the
saints

As we are diligent to be rooted and
grounded in our personal lives, the Holy Spirit
seeks to give us power to comprehend the love
of God with ALL the saints (v18). Some might
wonder why we are asked to fellowship with
other believers. Some might be tempted to
devalue the gathering together with other be-
lievers, claiming that the inner life is all that
matters. This might sound very logically con-
vincing, but it's just not Scriptural. The heart
of Jesus and Paul was to reach more and more
people, so that many could be one.

Paul talks about this comprehension as
knowing the length and breadth and height and
depth of God's love. To me, this describes a
comprehension with our minds and our emo-
tions and our actions. So we hear God's Word
and we find out a greater lengths and heights
of God's love. And we sing songs of praise
and thanksgiving and devotion and our emo-
tions are stirred up to the greater depths of
God's love. And we serve each other and with
others in practical ways that help us see the
greater breadths of God's love.

This is NOT an individual act that | can do
in secret or by myself. This is also not some-
thing that | can do by merely attending a good
church. The comprehension spoken of here
is a proactive action. Itis to seize and to catch.
For this too, | need the power of the Holy Spirit.

So this is a wonderful purpose of the
church gathering: Each one of us, together
with all the saints in our local church, can

seize and lay a hold of the ever increasing
love of God. So | must come to every church
meeting longing to be filled with the power of
the Holy Spirit —hoping that as a local body,
we can together seize a greater dimension of
the love of God.

4) Knowing the love of God that surpasses
knowledge

The knowing described here is very differ-
ent from the comprehension just spoken
about. There is a finite limitation to the love of
God that we comprehend with all the saints,
since we cannot deeply commune with others
in our spirits/hearts. God wants us to pursue
Him and know His love beyond all the love of
God that we comprehend and fathom with oth-
ers.

This is also more than being rooted and
grounded in the love of God where Jesus
dwells in us. Jesus doesn’'t want to just dwell
in us so that we become secure in His love.
He wants to be more than a powerful security
guard that keeps us safe and secure. And it
is possible that Christ can live and abide with
us, but we don't ever marvel at His unfathom-
able ways and His unsearchable judgments
and the rich depths of His wisdom and knowl-
edge (Romans 11:33-36). God wants us to
press in even deeper to an intimate friendship
with God that surpasses all human knowledge.
For this too, we need the power of the Holy
Spirit.

What a wonderful life that is possible only
through the power of the Holy Spirit! | had
earlier mentioned 1 Corinthians 12:29-31 to
state that all won't have the gift to perform
miracles. But Paul tells me clearly in verse 31
that we can all have something more excel-
lent than any of the gifts of the Spirit — the life
of the love of God described in 1 Corinthians
13.

The love of God has been poured out
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us (Romans 5:5). This is a lavish pouring out
of love that God wants us all to be perpetually
immersed in. So may the Lord immerse us
again and again with this true power of the
Holy Spirit — perpetual baptisms into the infi-
nite Love of God. [
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OUT OF TOUCH WITH YOUR LORD

Only a word, yes, only a word

That the Spirit's small voice whishpered, ‘Speak’;

But the brother passed onward, unblessed and weak,
Whom you were meant to have stirred

To encourage devotion and love anew-

Because, when the message came to you,

You were out of touch with your Lord.

Only a smile, yes, only a smile,

That a brother o’erburdened with grief
Expected from you; ‘twould have given relief,
For his heart ached sore the while.

But, weary and cheerless, he went away-
Because, as it happened that very day,

You were out of touch with your Lord.

Only a note, yes, only a note,

To a friend in a distant land;

The Spirit said, ‘Write’, but then you had planned
Some different work, and you thought

It mattered little. You did not know

‘Twould have saved a soul from sin and woe-
You were out of touch with your Lord.

Only a song, yes only a song,

That the Spirit said, ‘Sing to-night;

Your voice is your Master’s by purchased right.’

But you thought, ‘Mid this motley throng,

| care not to sing about the City of God’;

And the heart that your words might have reached grew cold-
You were out of touch with your Lord.

Only a day, only a day,

But oh, can you guess my friend,

Where the influence reaches and where it will end
Of the hours that you frittered away?

The Master’s command is, ‘Abide in Me’;

And fruitless and vain will your service be

If you’re out of touch with your Lord.
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