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FAITH THAT REACHES OUT
Claude Houde

Abraham was a man whose life was consumed by a faith that
reaches out. He knew that faith without works is dead (see James
2:17). Genesis 14:11-16 uses simple yet clear words to reveal the
scope and beauty of his decision when he learned that Lot and his
family had been taken captive and had lost everything. “As soon as
Abraham learned this . . . he brought three hundred eighteen of his
bravest servants and they pursued the oppressors. . . . They brought
back Lot, his brother, their possessions, as well as their wives and
children” (14:14-16).

Itisimportant to reread each word to fully grasp the depth of what is
being said here. “As soon as Abraham learned this,” he didn’t wait,
look for excuses, or put it off until the next day. He did not hide behind
his lack of resources nor what he didn't have. The Apostle Paul
appeals to us to make a decision when he reminds the Corinthians
that when intentions are sincere, they are demonstrated not by what
we don't have, or hope to have some day, but by what we currently
have available. “Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it
eagerly. And give according to what you have, not what you don't
have” (see 2 Corinthians 8:12). Help someone today with what you do
have. Faith that reaches out simply refuses to continue saying, “No!”

“Abraham, armed with three hundred eighteen of his bravest
servants” — it is interesting to notice here that the exact number is
mentioned. | profoundly believe that God knows each believer who
helps those who suffer, but also every believer or church who
chooses to do nothing. There are several specific moments in
Scripture where God seems to want us to know with infinite precision
that each person counts. For instance, in Nehemiah 3 we see the
meticulous listing of those who miraculously rebuilt the walls that had
been torn down.

Dear reader, this is faith that reaches out. This type of sacrifice
opens up the heavens and produces the supernatural. We read these
words in the story of Abraham as a prophetic promise for all who turn
toward someone who is hurting, who is held captive or in need: After
these events, “the Word of the Lord came to Abraham in a vision with
these words: Don't be afraid, Abraham, | will be your defender myself.
[ will protect you and your reward will be so great!” (Genesis 15:1). @
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-~ DEVOTION TO

JESUS: WHAT IT IS NOT

Sandeep Poonen

2 Corinthians 11:2-3 — For | am
jealous for you with a godly jealousy;
for | betrothed you to one husband,
so that to Christ | might present you
as a pure virgin. But | am afraid that,
as the serpent deceived Eve by his
craftiness, your minds will be led
astray from the simplicity and purity
of devotion to Christ.

This is a simple verse with a
profound meaning.

Paul is concerned that we can be
deceived just like Eve was deceived
by the serpent. Now let us remember
the magnitude of the deception that
Eve gave into. That deception caused
sin to enter the human race for the
very first time. The devil (acting
through the serpent) adulterated two
totally innocent creations of God, and
whom God had called “very good”
(Genesis 1:31). So this was not just
any kind of deception. This was
deception of the highest degree.

And Paul uses this highest kind of
deception when he thinks about the
deception of being led astray from a
simple and pure devotion to Jesus.

So how does the devil deceive us?
Let us learn from the deception in the
Garden of Eden:

Genesis 2:6 — When the woman
saw that the tree was good for food,
and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was desirable to
make one wise, she took from its fruit

and ate; and she gave also to her
husband with her, and he ate.

Eve was convinced (through the
serpent’s urging) to listen to her
desires and thereby disobey God.
Similarly, the devil will pervert the
gospel of a devotion to Jesus with
deceptions of the highest order — and
to maximize the voices of human logic
and feelings.

Good for food: God is a means for
personal prosperity

This deception is all over Christianity
today. Greed is one of our deepest
vices. Our desire for personal and
selfish gain dominates. Even the
deeply religious Paul noticed that
despite all his best intentions to follow
God’s Law, there was coveting of
every kind within himself (Romans
7:7-8) that he had to fight. So it is no
wonder that the “health and wealth
and prosperity” message can sound
like really good news (gospel).
Millions are fooled by this.

Are you and | fooled as well? Even if
we don’t publicly agree with the
prosperity gospel, do we find that our
loyalty to Jesus is because of some
hidden desire for personal prosperity?
Do we subtly extend our expectations
of God beyond His supplying our
NEEDS (Philippians 4:19) to seeking
Him for some kind of personal gain?

Let us reject every devotion to God
that is tied to personal prosperity.
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Delight to the eyes: God is a means
for personal pleasure

There is a soulish intimacy with
Jesus that we must utterly reject, as
a sordid perversion of true devotion
to Jesus. There are brands within
Christianity today (and especially
appealing to young people) that liken
our relationship with Jesus to being
romantic and based on our emotions.
So it takes the truth of Jesus’
relationship with the church’s as
Bridegroom and Bride and twists it to
a deceptive soulish end. They seek
to find Jesus in the stillness and the
quiet, by meditation and breathing
techniques, by lighting candles or soft
music playing, etc. | have seen young
people shipwreck their faith with this
false view of intimacy with Jesus.

And Christian music plays a HUGE
part in this deception. The devil has
done a masterful job of convincing
Christianity today that Christian music
can be equated with Christian
worship. So music has taken center
stage in the house of God and
branded as worship, even though
New Covenant (Christian) worship
has NOTHING to do with music. New
Covenant worship is about full and
radical surrender of the human will
(Romans 12:1-2; John 4:23-24). But
this is almost universally unknown to
most Christians, because it is difficult
a message to preach. So most settle
for a worship of God that satisfies
their senses.

How about you and |? Are we true
worshippers? Jesus forcefully
rejected the devil because He knew
that the Father desired us to worship
Him most of all (Matthew 4:10). And
the worship that Jesus brought was
a worship in one’s spirit, and not
one’s soul. It is a worship that
surrenders the will to God. So let us
reject every idea of devotion to God

that seeks to satisfy our physical and
emotional pleasures.

Desirable to make one wise: God
is a means for satisfying our intellect

Like a pendulum swings from one
end to the other, some other brands
of Christianity reject soulish emotions
but glorify their rational intelligence
and idolize intellectual ideas of God.
They’re constantly worshipping at the
altar of doctrine and apologetics,
“searching the Scriptures” because
they think that correct understanding
of doctrine is the true way to life.

Such people are not sustained by
actual interactions with a real Living
Person (Jesus), but are content to
carve out an exact replica of the face
of Jesus from all the doctrines
correctly balanced. The actual Jesus
is knocking on the doors of their hearts
seeking to come in and dine with
them, but they are too immersed in
their Greek and Hebrew Bible studies
to get up and open the door and have
a conversation with Him.

What about you and 1? Are we the
kind of people who are constantly
interested in satisfying our mind in
intellectual pursuits of God? Are we
constantly interested on the next
super-smart argument to prove
others wrong and ourselves right? Are
we constantly seeking complex and
intellectual sermons/Bible studies to
sustain our daily walk with Jesus?

Let us reject every idea of devotion
to God that drives us towards being
wise and intelligent but away from
being babes to whom God is well
pleased to reveal Himself (Matthew
11:25).

All that said, all I've done here is tell
you what not to do. So next month, |
will talk about what the genuine
devotion to Jesus that is pure and
simple DOES look like.
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