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YOUTH SECTION

The Making of Peter the Disciple =Xl

s JESUS RELENTLESSLY
PURSUES DISCIPLES

(Part Two)
Sandeep Poonen

In John 21, we read that Peter goes back fishing. Despite seeing the
empty tomb and the risen Christ, Peter doesn’t have any hope to be a
disciple anymore.

But once again, just like when Jesus first called him to be a disciple,
Peter tries all night to catch fish and catches nothing. Jesus then comes
and speaks one sentence that brings him a huge haul. What happens
next in this story seals Peter’s restoration.

A coal fire

John 21:9-12 — When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there
with fish on it and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish
which you have now caught.” ...Jesus said to them, "Come and have
breakfast."

A coal fire only appears twice in the Bible. Once here in John 21, and
once in John 18:17-18 — Then the slave-girl who kept the door said to
Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?” He said, “I
am not.” Now the slaves and the officers were standing there, having made
a charcoal fire, for it was cold and they were warming themselves; and
Peter was also with them, standing and warming himself.

So | am sure the charcoal fire was intentionally chosen by Jesus. Jesus
wanted Peter to remember his greatest failure. Jesus was saying, “Peter,
we’re not going to avoid the topic. Let’s go back to your greatest failure.
I’'m not One who simply forgives and forgets. Let’s face up to all the shame,
address it, and move forward.”

Meanwhile, Peter looks at the 153 fish and thinks about his plan to return
to fishing. If a large fish cost $10, and there was a catch of 153 fish, that
works out to about $1,500 in one night! So if Peter worked just 20 days in
the month, Jesus could help Peter make $30,000/month, and $360,000
per year! And under the Old Testament, Peter could give a 10% tithe, and
still live a great life.
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As Peter processes all this, Jesus makes His point. John 21:15 —-When
they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John,
do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "You know
that | love You." Jesus said, "Tend My lambs."

Jesus points to the coal and all the fish and says, “Do you truly love
(agape = unconditional, divine love) me more than these?”

The charcoal fire: This represented Peter’s biggest failure and disgrace.
So Jesus’s question was if Peter loved Jesus despite all his failures?

The 153 fish: What if Peter went back to fishing, and Jesus helped Peter
make a good living. Was Peter interested in a moderate Christian life?

Peter immediately knew that he did not have an agape (divine) love. But
he also knew that he still thought fondly of Jesus. So he replies, “Jesus,
| can’t claim to love you with the exalted agape love that | thought | once
did. But I do love you with an ordinary phileo love — a human, brotherly
love.”

The great comfort for him and us is that Jesus accepts it. Jesus knew
that Peter was incapable of an agape love. What Jesus was looking for
was honesty. Jesus will accept all our humble offerings as long as it
comes from a place of genuine honesty. We sometimes think that we
must clean up our lives before we can start being a true disciple. So we
have to be rid of our bad habits and stay clean for at least 6 months before
Jesus truly forgive us. But Jesus tells us differently through this story.

Jesus comes to all of us, no matter what our most recent track record,
and asks us a simple question: “Do you genuinely/sincerely love me right
now more than anything else? Can you still say that you love ME despite
all your failures? And do want to be with Me because you can gain from
Me, or does your love go beyond anything that you can benefit in this
world through Me?”

God surely wants us to grow in faithfulness. But this faithfulness comes
from getting up and going back to Him even when we are faced with failures.
Even if all we can offer is our broken, human love for Him, we say, “Lord,
I've got this little love? Will that do for now as | am still learning what it
means to be faithful to You?”

Yes, that will do! We will never feed 5,000 on our own anyways. But we
will never stop giving Him our limited five loaves and two fish. He will make
something beautiful of my life. So | will not give up on Jesus just because
| don’t see the kind of loyalty that | should have yet. And if God, or the
devil, or anybody else asks me whether | love Him, | will answer, “| can’t
say | love Him like | should yet. My life does not yet reflect the obedience
that | must demonstrate. But | will never stop coming back to Jesus.
He’s been too good to me to give up on Him!”

This is the heart that Jesus seeks in a disciple. A disciple is not one who
never fails; a disciple is one who values Him and will keep coming back to

amd 2018  dleneeedeed 36



Him. He will make us faithful disciples over time; there is no overnight-
transformation discipleship program.

Peter and the rich young ruler

When we compare Peter with the rich young ruler, we see what Jesus
looks for in a disciple. On paper, the rich young ruler seemed like a much
better prospect for a disciple of Jesus. But Jesus never went after the rich
young ruler, while Jesus didn’t gave up on Peter. The rich young ruler had
a far better track record, but he loved his wealth more than Jesus. Meanwhile
Peter, even at his worst, still had a simple devotional love for Jesus.

Discipleship to Jesus is NOT a regimen; it is a response. Disciples are
not ones who live out a set of rules. Rather, disciples live their lives as a
natural response to God’s boundless love for them. It is a response to
what Jesus has ALREADY DONE for us. The love of Christ INSPIRES us
to want to be His disciples.

So there’s hope even if we have fallen repeatedly, or even if we have a poor
track record, or even if we have denied Jesus over and over again! Can we
get our eyes off of ourselves and look at what Jesus has already done for
us — starting with Calvary?

The life ahead of us is fundamentally shaped by our present decision that
we make about who Jesus is. So even after all our failures of yesterday,
the BIGGEST decision we make is whether we will choose to love Him
NOW, and with humble sincerity. Yes, God’s Word says that we will reap
what we sow. But whatever consequences we have to now face from our
past mistakes, God promises His well-sufficient grace —which is freely
available to us as we keep company with Jesus.

Paul also had his share of blunders — before and after he met Christ. But
it did not discourage him. He stayed focused on the prize: Fellowship with
the Father and Jesus. So he chose to forget his past and focus on what
lay ahead (Philippians 3:13-14).

PETER STILL HAS WORK TO DO

Immediately after Jesus gives Peter such a wonderful calling, we also find
Peter’s continued need for growth. Jesus goes on to tell Peter how he was
going to die. Peter had wanted to die for Jesus just a few days back. But
Jesus had stopped him then (he told Peter to put away his sword). But
Jesus seems to be telling Peter, “Don’t worry. You’re going to have another
chance. You will follow Me even in the way | died. Not everybody gets that
chance, but you will.”

Rather than rejoicing in this chance to follow Jesus even in His physical
death, Peter compared himself with John and what John would face. So
yet again, Jesus had to rebuke Peter. John 21:22 — Jesus said to him, “If
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| want him to remain until | come, what is that to you? You follow Me!”
Peter needed to shut out all other distractions and comparisons to others
and focus on following Jesus.

Jesus’s first call to Peter was “Follow Me!” And the last recorded words of
Jesus to Peter here on earth were the same, “Follow Me!” There were
several amazing victories and huge failures in between. But this is the
resounding call that are on either end of Peter’s physical interactions with
Jesus in the gospels: “Follow Me!”

Let us never lose sight of that simple call of Jesus. This life as a disciple

is a sticking to the basics of simply following Jesus and in complete
obedience to Him in all situations.
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Thought for the month

DO YOU SEEK FOR SIGNS
OR FOR REVELATION?

Santosh Poonen

“| pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened...” (Ephesians 1:18-19).

The Pharisees in Jesus' time were constantly seeking for a sign from Him (Matthew
12:38; 16:1). You may think there's nothing wrong in seeking for a sign from God, but Jesus
used very strong words against it — He called it evil and adulterous (Matthew 12:39;
16:4).This is spiritual adultery, committed by people who say they love God, but in their
hearts, they love the world (James 4:4-5) — like a married woman who loves another man
besides her husband. There are many Christians who are like that even today, constantly
asking God to answer some earthly desire of theirs, usually related to health or wealth. They
call it “faith”, but it is the same evil adulterous spirit, because they love earthly things more
than God.

Then why did Jesus do many miracles when He was on this earth. These are correctly
called “signs” in John 2:11, etc. What is the purpose of a sign? Think, for example, of a
beautiful sign on the side of the road near Agra telling you how to get to the Taj Mahal. The
most important thing is not the sign, but the Taj Mahal itself. How foolish it would be to stop
by the side of the road in excitement at the beautiful sign is, and miss the Taj Mahal itself! It's
even worse for Christians who are more excited about miracles than about God Himself!

Jesus gave us a "sign” in John 9 that describes this powerfully, in the healing of the man
born blind. Jesus wanted to give him something more than just opening his physical eyes;
Jesus wanted to open his spiritual eyes to reveal Himself as the Son of God to him. This is
exactly what He wants for all of us as well — that every blessing He gives us only serves as
a sign to point us to Him! Then we will be more excited about Jesus than even His gifts to us.

If we are really serious about this life, God will test us, just like He tested this blind man:

1. Are you willing to become despised? It would have been very humiliating for the blind
man when Jesus put spit and mud on his eyes publicly. Yet, he still obeyed Jesus (John 9:6-7).
This was also how God tested Naaman, a high-ranking army officer, in telling him to dip in the
dirty river Jordan (Il Kings 5:10-14). It is always through humbling circumstances that God
fulfills His purpose in us. This is how it was for Jesus too (Hebrews 5:8-9).

2. Are you willing to face the reproach of religious people and even your relatives?
The blind man was cast out by the Pharisees, who were the most powerful religious leaders
at that time, and then even despised by his own parents (John 9:13-33). Jesus said that
anyone who wanted to be His disciple must hate his relatives (Luke 14:26).

3. Jesus will never forsake you. After the blind man was rejected by everyone around
him, when he was at his loneliest, Jesus went looking for him and found him (John 9:34-35).
No one who stands with God will ever be left alone!

4. When all you have left is Jesus, then you will experience true worship. When the
blind man encountered Jesus the second time, his spiritual eyes were opened. There he
had a private encounter with Jesus and truly believed in Him, and worshiped Him (John
9:36-38). This second “eye opening” was an even greater miracle than his physical eyes
being opened.

It brings great delight to God when He sees a child of His on earth who is more excited
about finding God Himself, than in merely receiving His blessings (Hebrews 11:6). To such
children, God says, “You will find Me! | will be found by you!” (Jeremiah 29:13-14).
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