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YOUTH SECTION

The Making of Peter the Disciple -XVIII

ﬁ“--f DISCIPLES DIE ON
s A HIGHNOTE

Sandeep Poonen

Tradition says that Peter died by crucifixion, but that he asked to be
hung upside down, because he didn’t consider himself worthy to be
crucified like Jesus.I'm not sure if this is absolute fact, but it is hinted at
historically. There is something Rthat | like about this story, and especially
in the context of who Peter was before.

When Jesus was on this earth, Peter was sure that he could follow
Jesus everywhere. He wanted to could keep up with Jesus.But at the end
of his life, Peter wanted to ensure that a very clear line separated him
from His Lord. Remember back to the initial call of Jesus to him, and
how he responded, “Go away from me Lord, for | am a sinful man.”Here
again, at the end of his life, his desire to be crucified upside down so that
he was not compared to His Master, reflects that same utter unworthiness
to be connected with Christ.

| am sure that Peter did not say this because he lived in sin all along!
When Peter first met Jesus, he was probably a very sinful man, because
he wasn't close to God. But now, decades after Peter had been filled
with the Holy Spirit and walked with God, he was much closer to God.
This was also not false humility and pious language. As Peter approached
the throne, his own broken righteousness stood in stark contrast to the
pure light of Jesus’ righteousness.

Peter’s objection to be likened to His Master was now spoken from the
heart of a mature disciple who had walked closely after the Lord. Years
after trying to walk in his Master’s footsteps, he was convinced more
than ever that Jesus deserved a pre-eminent place above all else. So
even when pressed with the reality of dying, he was now so filled with the
Holy Spirit that he only longed to glorify Jesus, and remove ALL similarity
between his own martyrdom and the exalted glorious death of Jesus.

There is hope even if we are still stuck in an earlier point of our own
walk as disciples of Jesus? Let us continue to follow after Jesus, not
losing hope. This God we worship is the One who took a sinful, poorly-
educated fisherman and changed him little by little into a mighty apostle
for Jesus, and who eventually laid down his life in utter humility. This is
the God who promises to make us mature disciples too!

Hallelujah!
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FOOLS FOR JESUS
Santosh Poonen

The Pharisees under the Old Covenant were characterized by this description that Jesus gave
of them: “Do as they say, not as they do” (Matthew 23:3). Unfortunately, this is true even of many
Christians today - that their lives don't match the high standard that they preach. Under the New
Covenant, we must pay close attention to our life (first) and (then) to our teaching (I Timothy 4:16),
And the standard for our life is the life of Jesus Himself, because that is what it means to truly be a
Christian (| John 2:6).

The amazing thing is that we can experience such a life even though we have all sinned in the
past. This is becausewhen we repent, God forgivesus completely and justifies uscompletely (Romans
4:25), giving us a clean start. Then, while we walk in the light of Jasus, if we stumble, His blood
cleanses us completely (| John 1:7-8). And if we faithfully walk like this until the end of our lives,
when we see Him we will belike Him in nature (| John 3:2).

The greatest act of love we can do for others is to live in such a way that they can follow us as we
follow Christ, How does this happen? When we consistently put our Self-life to death (John 15:13),
Christ gives us His resurrection life. As others see the life of Christ in us, we can truly say to them,
“Follow me into Christ's death, and you too will have Christ's resurrection life in you® (| Corinthians
11:1).

Paul was able to say this even though he had wasted the first half of his life as an enemy of
Jesus and His followers. But, he didn't let his past discourage Him. Instead, his life was full of
perpetual joy (Philippians 3:1, 4:4). This was possible because Paul had counted everything besides
Jesus as rubbish (Philippians 3:7-8). So, you could take away anything from Paul, and he would
never lose his joy — as long as he still had Jesus,

Here are 2 exhortations that Paul gives us so that we too can live such a joyful life:

1. Forgel the past (Philippians 3:12-13)

2. Run to win (Philippians 3:14; | Corinthians 9:24-25)

If you look at the past with the correct perspeclive, you will run even faslerl And, if you are
running to win, no one will be able to overtake you. Even though our life may seem like a marathon,
let us run this long race with the *100m-dash” mentality! That means, every fittle second counts,
and we cannot afford o waste even one of them,

Jim Elliott — who was martyred at the age of 28 while spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ
among the Huaorani people of Ecuador — once said, *He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep
lo gain that which he cannot lose.”

| think there are really only two types of people in this world. The first is those to whom God will
say, “You fool!" — because they wasted their lives living for themselves and for this world (Luke
12:20). The second group is those to whom the world will say, “You fool” -because they “wasted"
their lives for God's kingdom. To this second group of people, however, God will say, “Well done,
good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21).

Which type of fool will you be?
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