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YOUTH SECTION

THE FATHER'S
HEART OF LOVE

Sandeep Poonen

A foundational blessing of the New Covenant is that God is our loving
Father (John 20:17). We may not always understand how our Father deals
with us, just like a child does not always understand the deep love of its
parents. But when we approach God in Christ (there is no other way to come
near to God), then the Bible teaches me that God always is our altogether
loving Father. We must ruthlessly hold fast to the FACT that our Father ALWAYS
acts out of love. And His love for us is infinitely more than a mother’s love for
her newborn baby.

God is love (1 John 4:8), so everything God does is from a heart FULL of
love. We doubt this because we don'’t understand God’s love. We have logical
and human ideas of how a God of love must act, and then we are disappointed
when circumstances don’t go our way. And we cannot fathom how a loving
God (based on our human views of love) could possibly allow the various
hard circumstances and trial into our lives. But the problem is not with God
and His love. It is that we do not understand the love of God.

So | wanted to share three key ways in which we must see the Father’'s
love towards us.
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1. WITHHUGS AND SHOUTS AND TEARS OF JOY - EVERY TIME WE COME
TO HIM:

Luke 15:20 — So he got up and came to his father. But while he was still a
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion for him, and ran and
embraced him and kissed him.

This is who God our Father is always FIRST towards us. Whenever we
return home to the Father, He runs out to meet and hug us. And whenever a
child of God seeks relationship with the Father, it is a scene of great joy and
happiness (Luke 15:7,22-23), where He is eager to celebrate that we are
with Him.

This is not typically the first view we have of God our Father. So we must
work hard to keep this as our first view of God, because we can very easily
give in to Old Covenant views of God. We must fight to remind ourselves that
the Father ALWAYS jumps off of His eternal throne to embrace us and welcome
us into His home — every single time we come to be with Him and talk to Him
(what we call prayer). So even if it is the hundredth time in the day (or seventy
times seven), God is always leaping off His Throne, and running down the
road to welcome us home. The joy of having us back home with Him never
gets old for our eternally loving Father!

This lavishly loving view of God as our Father will radically change us.

- I never need approach God in fear. Jesus Christ has sacrificed all of
Himself for me, so that | can now always approach God as my loving
Heavenly Father.

- Knowing God as my Father frees me from anxiety and worry (Matthew
6:25-33). The life of the Christian is meant to be a life of rest (Hebrews
4:9-11)

I am convinced that even most born-again Christians do not have this as
their perpetually FIRST view of God. | know that | lacked this view of God, even
several years after | was born again. That resulted in a lack of enduring rest
in my life. My mind and feelings still do not comprehend this, but the Holy
Spirit has shown me the truth of this from Scripture.

But we should not think that God’s FIRST instinct towards us in Christ (to
run to us with great affection) is His ONLY attitude towards us. Like any
human father, God also wants us to grow in maturity and wisdom. So while
He’s always thrilled to accept us, He also wants us to be a growing reflection
of Him and His character. So He reproves and prunes us.

2.WITH A SCOURGE AND TEARS OF HOPE:

Hebrews 12:6 - For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He
scourges every son whom He receives.

When God sees bad behaviors and harmful ways of thinking, He must
correct us. The Father is extremely serious about His discipline for His
children, because His love seeks to constantly help us be better. So here
again, we must hold fast to the truth that it is our Father's LOVING hand that

633(1)(1})" 2018 -:-]i::'_:_]_p;';|g|fLi‘fi R (10 37



disciplines us. | must remind myself of God’s love in His discipline.

When we think of a father disciplining his son, | can have pictures of anger
and frustration. But this is not the correct picture of God correcting us. A good
picture of God in how He corrects is when Adam and Eve sinned. When God
sought them out in the Garden of Eden, the very first question He asked them
was not, “Why did you disobey Me?” The very first question God asked them
was, “Where are you?” (Genesis 3:9). God is primarily interested in us being
properly connected with Him (in relationship with Him), even before He
corrects us of our sins.

So when God seeks to correct me, | must remember WHERE | am with
Him when | am being corrected by Him. He seeks to be in full intimate
relationship with me before He corrects me. So | see that He brings me onto
His lap of love first, and only then seeks to correct me.

Gone are the pictures of an angry God shouting at me or rushing to me in
anger. And gone are the pictures of a God whose eyes are filled with fiery
anger and wrath. Instead, | have a loving God with tears in His eyes, who
brings me onto His lap of love, and reproves me with all strictness, because
He knows that His corrections are vital for my spiritual growth.

God, who is Love, corrects me with the fulness of His Love. So whatever
picture we have of a Father’s discipline must be accompanied by an ocean of
love all around it!

3. WITHA PRUNING KNIFE AND AHEART FULL OF APPROVAL:

John 15:1-2 — | am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that
bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.

What does a loving earthly father do when a child of his does well. He
probably sits back in satisfaction. But we see a different view of Love in our
Heavenly Father. Jesus tells me here that when | bear fruit, the Father PRUNES
me. To prune a branch is to cut back parts of the branch for better shape or
more fruitful growth. So the Father takes away from me when He sees that |
begin to bear fruit. But it is only for my very best, and it is an expression of true
Divine Love.

Here again, this doesn’t seem logical. When | finally begin to see evidence
of the fruits of the Holy Spirit being borne in me, | can be happy. So | can be
perplexed when | see the Father coming at me with a knife, and He begins to
cut things away from me. This is how | can feel in the trials that God allows in
my life — in the form of earthly disappointments, shattered dreams and goals,
failed marriage proposals, etc. Such events could be especially hard to
understand if they happen at a time when | am faithfully walking with God. |
can wonder why God is “clipping my wings” and not allowing me to fly. And
why He is blessing others while restricting me.

It is crucial that we learn this Divine heart of true love. God has much
higher hopes than just some fruit from our lives. He wants us to bear MORE
AND MORE fruit. It is with this heart of the very best, and a face full of approval
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(for the fruit that we've already borne) that He prunes us. What a deep tragedy
itis then, when His children complain about the Father’s pruning knife.

A.W. Tozer said this, “What comes into our minds when we think about
God is the most important thing about us.”

I am convinced that my mind needs to be radically renewed to know who
God really is, and what His love really looks like. | have many human
definitions of love, but | must hold fast to the definition of Divine Love from the
Bible’s description of God as my Father. Choosing to define the love of God
based on my human logic is as foolish as a 5-year-old getting to determine
what his parents’ love ought to look like.

May God open our eyes to see these 3 immense acts of love by our

Heavenly Father. .
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Thought for the month

Santosh Poonen

In Matthew 20, we read about an incident involving Jesus, and the disciples who had walked with him
faithfully for three years. When they sensed that the time for Jesus to be exalted to the throne was coming
near, they all - beginning with James and John (v20-21) - saw this as an opportunity for them also to be
exalted to positions of authority. Jesus replied to them that He “did not come fo be served, but to serve,
and to give...” (v28).

What we can understand from Jesus' response is that there are two types of people in the world. One
group consists of the “takers”, and the other group consists of the “givers”. True Christianity is found in
being a giver. Yet, sadly, despite all that they had seen and heard in Jesus about the kingdom of heaven,
the disciples missed it. They wanted to be treated like “royalty”. The same is true about most Christians
even today.

The kingdom of the world is characterized by takers — whether in their marriages, their home life, the
work place, the church, etc. They all look for what they can get out of something. The kingdom of heaven,
on the other hand, is characterized by givers. They all look for what they can give first of all to God, and
then to others. If you progress in the kingdom of the world, you can expect to be served more and more.
If you progress in the kingdom of heaven, on the other hand, you will serve others more.

Takers always expect others to meet their needs, and so they will eventually get offended over something
or the other if those expectations are not met — in their marriages, homes, church, etc. — and leave.
Givers, on the other hand, when they see a need, take responsibility, faithfully endure, and receive God's
grace to meet those needs through them.

If, for example, there is a lack of love in your marriage, you could view it as your spouse’s fault for not
pouring enough love into your marriage to fill up your cup. This is the mentality of the “taker”. Instead, if
you have the mentality of the “giver”, you will come to God asking Him to fill up your cup, and let it overflow
so much that your spouse’s cup is also filled up!

We read in Il Corinthians 9:6-8 that God wants to pour out His grace in abundance to us. But, this is
not in order for us to accumulate more for ourselves. Rather, He gives us such overflowing grace so that
we can be givers who do good to others as a result (see the last part of v8). Paul, who wrote this, had
labored in the church in Ephesus for 3 years. As he said goodbye to them just before his death (Acts
20:25-35), he reminded them that during that whole period, he had served them as a giver. That's why,
even though he would have been entitled to be financially supported by the church, he refused, and
provided for his own needs as well as the needs of the others who were with him. Because he was such
a giver, God could use him to be a blessing everywhere he went.

The reason that many people don’t want to be givers is that it involves sacrifice - a “cup of suffering”
(Matthew 20:22-23). Jesus has set us a perfect example, however, in running this race all the way to the
end, and finishing at the throne of God (Hebrews 12:2). If we die with Him daily, and endure to the end, we
too will live and reign with Him (Il Timothy 2:11-12). This is what it means to properly desire to be near
Jesus at the throne of God forever.

So, as we see needs around us, rather than pointing the finger in blame at others, let us come to God
as thirsty people, and ask God to fill us with His power. He promises that rivers of living water will flow out
from our innermost being (John 7:37-38) to bless others.
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