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[THE CROSS AND THE
SWITCHBLADE,copyright ¢ 1963.
Orginally published in English under the
titleTHE CROSS AND THE
SWITCHBLADE by David Wilkerson with
John and Elizabeth Sherrill, published by
Chosen Books LLC,Chappaqua,New York,
USA. All rights reserved.]
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Just a minute

@ | ing Bible)
&

Don'tlet the excitement of be-
ing young cause you to forget
about your creator. Honour
' Him in your youth before the
| evilyears come (Ecl.12:1 Liv- &

-Pheba Cleetus
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God’s Promises

The four Gospels contain many wonderful promises of Jesus, but before we
claim these for ourselves it is important to ascertain to whom each promise was
given. The Gospel wniters make a clear distinction between words that Jesus
spoke to His disciples and those He spoke either to multitudes or to individuals
who were not disciples. There are more than 900 verses recording words spoken
to disciples and about 860 addressed to non-disciples.

The distinctive mark of true disciples was commiiment. They had made an
unreserved commitment 1o obey and follow Jesus, regandless ol personal cost,
Jesus Himself lard down this condition: “Whoever does not bear his cross and
come after Me cannot be My disciple. Whoeever of vou does not forsake all thar
he has canmaot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:27, 33)

Obviously we who are alive today were not present when Jesus was actually
speaking, Before we apply any of’ His promises to ourselves, we need to ask:
Am | the kind of person to whom Jesus was speaking? Do His promises apply
to me? 2o | have the right to claim them? For example, John 14 contains glonous
promises, such as: “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do." “If vou ask
anthing in My name, F'will do ir. " " Beeause [ live, vou will live also. ™ "Peace
! leave with you, My peace [ give o vou. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid. " (Jole 14: 13, 14, 19, 27)

But these beautitul promises were given only 1o a group of commuitted
disciples. Peter spoke on behalf of them all when he gaid, “See, we have left all
and followed You™ (Luke 18:28), To claim these promises without fulfilling this
condititon 15 not fath, but presumprion. We each need to ask ourselves: Am [ o
disciple ~ or just a church member”?
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith

develops perseverance. — s 1:2-3 savw
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others, you are best to yourself *
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