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" “‘Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677

Note: Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal@gmail.com with the transaction details, your
\address, phone number and the subscription reference number./
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Sandeep Poonen

Question:

| have three related questions for you about the Bible and growing as a
Christian:

1.

How do | instruct a non-Christian friend to read and understand the
Bible? Even | as a Christian do not understand so much of the New
Testament.

| have read that the Bible was originally written in Hebrew and Greek.
Should | take some courses to learn these languages, so that | can
properly understand the Bible?

How can | help others know more about God? Is there a particular book
besides the Bible that | should also give them?

Answer:

1.

| personally do not think that many who read the entire New Testament
for the first time will get a good understanding of the beauty of Christianity.

But that does not worry me, because having a good knowledge of the
Bible is not most important. Because even if folks accurately grasped
the main truths of Christianity, this is no guarantee that they will be born
again. For example, the Pharisees were a group of people who lived in
Jesus’ time and were the top experts of the Law of God. But they still
could not identify Jesus as the Messiah when He came. They completely
missed the Person that all their Scriptures were pointing to.

So | have learned that WHO reads the Bible is what is most important. |
believe that the Holy Spirit will not open the eyes of everybody, but will only
open the eyes of a certain kind of people. | heard of one person who just
read Genesis 1 and met with God in a real way. Yet, | also know of many
others who keep reading the Bible but there is a thick veil over their eyes,
SO to speak.

So what kind of person will find life from the Bible? Let me use this
analogy to answer this:
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= A 10" grade student reads Romeo and Juliet. Then he tries to mimic
the style of Shakespeare and is convinced that he too can write
poetry like Shakespeare.

= A PhD student reads Romeo and Juliet. Then he makes his expert
analysis, marveling at the brilliance of Shakespeare, and probably
uncovering meanings that even Shakespeare never intended!

= Juliet reads Romeo and Juliet and she is reminded afresh of Romeo
himself. And reading it warms her heart and re-ignites a deep longing
for him.

In the same way,

= There is the college student who can out-debate anybody about the
superiority of Christianity and can maybe even quote whole chapters
out of the Bible

= There are so many Bible schools that educate Bible students by
teaching them to be experts in the Greek and the Hebrew. And they
use these skills to find all kinds of hidden and subtle nuances of the
text — some of which | am convinced even the Holy Spirit never
intended! But none of this helps them meet with Jesus in a personal
way, because this is not the way to Jesus as described in the Bible.

=  But then there are a few who read the Bible (regardless of degree or
pedigree) and are awakened to their desperate need for God by the
incredible love and sacrificial life of Jesus.

So even for us who are Christians, we might have stagnated in our
knowledge of God because we have lost that sense of desperate need
for God. For myself, | find that | have to guard strongly against losing my
hunger for the Person of Jesus — because | am so prone to approach the
Bible as one who knows a thing or two about His Word.

So “who” the person is that reads the Bible, is most important.

That said, | would personally point a seeker or a new believer to read the
life of Jesus. So | would suggest one of the gospels (Matthew, Mark,
Luke, or John — the first 4 books of the New Testament). The life and the
teachings of Jesus are central to our faith, so this is why | would personally
begin here.

I highly discourage students from spending ANY TIME AT ALL studying
the Hebrew and the Greek. As | have interacted with some Hebrew/
Greek experts, | am not at all envious of their knowledge of the Biblical
languages. | really envy those who know Jesus intimately (as described
in John 17:3). And my personal experience so far has been this: Many
people who pursue a depth of knowledge of Hebrew and Greek seem to
lose their passionate and singular devotion to the Person of Jesus.

And then on the flip side, | have interacted with cobblers, carpenters, and
stay-at-home mothers who had no access to in-depth Bible studies, but
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whose heart of devotion to Jesus in their secret life and whose attitude
towards their own sins, put me to shame. And God has clearly revealed
Himself to them in ways that the scholars just can’t replicate. | see
strong reflections of the Divine in these simple people that | covet. So |
choose to follow the path they chose: total and pure devotion to Jesus.

So | would say that to you too. Waste none of your time on the Greek and
the Hebrew. Focus on staying close to Jesus from day to day — and
obeying Him in the simple commands of His. And if you want to know a
place to start, | would suggest the Beatitudes — Matthew 5:1-12. Meditate
much on just these words of Jesus, and try to whole-heartedly obey
them. | guarantee you that simply trying to live out these few verses will
keep you busy for quite a while!

In order to help others know Jesus, | would not point first to a book. With
the folks that have asked me for the next step with Jesus in their lives, |
give them this one verse: 1 Corinthians 11:1 — Be imitators of me, just as
| also am of Christ.

So | should live my life in a way that others can imitate me as a helpful
start of how to imitate Jesus. And so, if they find that | am not a faithful
imitator of the Jesus of the Bible (as they get to know me and my heart),
then they should quickly leave me but still seek out somebody who is
pursuing Jesus more fully and more passionately.

I am reminded of the story in the Bible when an Ethiopian was reading
the Scriptures, and the apostle Philip asked him whether he understood
what he read. The Ethiopian replied: Well, how could I, unless someone
guides me? (Acts 8:31)

Theworld is in dire need of Christians who know how to guide others.
The world does not need more Christian how-to guidebooks.

So the world needs sheep who can act as guides to the younger lambs:

= By their non-negotiable devotion to the Person of Jesus in their
innermost hearts (not minds or actions primarily)

= By their worship — living a life of reverence before a most Holy God

= By demonstrating the authority of Jesus in their lives (which in turn
can only come from a fully surrendered life)

= By being ordinary and normal people in their day-to-day lives, but
yet raising their families to live wholly for another King

So may we be people such as these. The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few. So | pray that the Lord will give you wisdom and grace as you desire
to represent Jesus to others.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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Standing at the judgement

mi nIERBIIERERD (WIn 6: 68) .
e e ROMMOMEODIAS ERGMA. seat of Christ
aguilenonlomd esniodn (2 Corin. 5:10: 1 Cori. 3:13-15)

m;} f&;;m m::g? al3BEMaNBRICODOAS IO ‘
aong emaded (claane) miole@os alflealdam gem When I stand at the ].udgement-seat of Christ
::ﬂo:ﬂ gm@;;ﬂ; IG1eUR0W] EHMMOsT 20M ?}:\d He shows me HIS. plaln for me,

e OMBo.  OOBNO0EZ0 e plan of my life as it might have been
enanal 20my (S:000S)80) Q660 Ay 1Mo @leo Had He had His way, and I see-

e marIum

T s NlwIomo BREOLH 6O How I blocked Hirrl here anfi I checked Him there
DU, NPT | Rs 500/ 2OMMIOMIBEISINION MUOW) Ar}d I would no‘t y}ed my w1.ll. .
SR 2g). e6snIovIOME miolaw Wl.ll there be grief in my Saw'our s eyes-
@O Wen s 0B : l3B6MaNBREON6S @16l EIGWIo MeE Grief, though He loves me still?
262791663 OOOM aRIEWOWI IS0 aRISQE0HO 261 He would have me rich, and I stand there poor
‘*W;;%gg_j}, T DO06M AOMMUDIB0? HABNIOTIRI0 B1613NIo BRNIUBIEH Stripped of all but his grace
B:fsam :::19-1 Btiss S3M S0RI@REIRRe NIBIMe ERAENO NS While memory runs like a hunted thing
S e BODE} S 19SERINIOMIo BRMUIWI0 @EM. NLRIOMIo Down the paths I cannot retrace
R T S4S000 G‘G’ﬁmmm MJeMaflE3NIOM3o MUOW)2E). Then my desolate heart will well nigh break
VS By Jaies ‘nilajomacem’ eeBIOTIMG (aJMOBRAIBS (alnyool’ With the tears I cannot shed;
?::: ﬂmzﬂmﬁﬁm )M} (SN MUV OB Ag)(@ LBEI@IEM! I shall cover my face with my empty hands,
DUBAI - Shabu Kuruvilla « I shall bow uncrowned head.
Phone: 050-7970839 AWM ol
E-mail: skuruvi@gmail.com Lord of the years that are left to me

I give them to Thy Hand;
Take me and break me and mould me
To the pattern Thou hast planned.
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4 Joyful toon by Mike waters

C 2007 Michael 1), Waters

Just a minute

EM6BR6S @ T8
BHSOOD...

emeanpes afls)allesssmen
(aomow] 6:13)

www.joyfultoons.com

Pheba Cleetus
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