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SWITCHBLADE,copyright ¢ 1963.
Orginally published in English under the
title THE CROSS AND THE
SWITCHBLADE by David Wilkerson with
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USA. All rights reserved.]
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YOUR PROBLEM g 1

GOD'S SOLUTIONS

(A new column-Question and Answer. Br. Sandeep Poonen is answering
the common doubts of young people, in the light of God's word .)

HOWTO STUDY SCRIPTURE?
Question:

Could you share with me how you approach studying the Scripture? Also,
how do you understand the intended meaning God has in a given text?

Answer:

How I approach Scripture: Be consistent in my study of God’s
Word.

To be consistent means to stay disciplined and interested. Now at the
outset, I do realize that for somebody like me, I have a natural interest in
studying the Bible that seems to be connected with the spiritual teaching
gift that God has given me. So as somebody who has opportunities to
teach, I do recognize that some of my interest in studying the Bible is part
of that gift. But we must ALL desire to know God, and there is no better
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way to get to know God than by studying His actual Words. We do not see
Him face to face in person now. But by meditating on Scripture, we can
get to know the Person of Jesus better. So an accurate understanding of
God’s Word is not the goal here - knowing Jesus is the goal.

I also try to make things interesting when it comes to studying the
Bible, so as not to get bored mentally. So sometimes I would do word
studies (e.g. grace, joy, faith etc). At other times, I would to do verse-by-
verse studies on a particular book. I don’t go too deep into the Greek and
Hebrew. I just try to write down my thoughts for each verse, and then I
move on. Sometimes I have a couple of lines, and once in a while, I might
even have a couple of pages! But I try my best never to force anything.

I find that I have to keep changing ways in which to study (sometimes
a word study, sometimes a verse-by-verse study, etc) to keep things fresh
for my mind. But these are just tricks and tactics, rather than anything
spiritual.

So these are things that I do to stay interested in God’s Word. And then
I trust that God will reveal what He wants to show me through my study.

Now I also don’t imagine that God has to give me something extra
special every day. As long as I try to be consistent to stay with God’s
Word, I trust that He will do the supernatural part of bringing the Word to
life at the opportune time.

And of'this  am convinced: the most opportune time to understand the
truths of God’s Word is in the moment of temptation. This is how I get to
“live” spiritually — by asking God for Words that proceed from His mouth.
So I seek God then for the Word that could come to life, and that will help
me overcome the current sin [ am dealing with.

Understanding God’s meaning in a particular text

I'think this is trickier than it initially appears. There is so much deception
that comes from reading half a verse, or from not reading a verse in view
of the passage, or from not studying a verse compared to other verses that
address the same issue, etc. So we must definitely be humble and
circumspect with this.
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But these are some things that I could share with you as pointers that I
use:

1) I make sure that my conscience is clear and I am
fully surrendered to God

If I want to consistently know the heart of God and see Him, I
must have a pure heart. I must renounce (repent) all areas of sin that
I am aware of, but especially areas that are habitual or besetting. From
my own experience, my own knowledge of Jesus and the truth that I
could experience in Him was stunted in the times that [ refused to live
a life of full surrender to God. Istill had good ideas and I still had great
theological concepts. But in retrospect, my life lacked spiritual authority.
And without spiritual authority, truth is reduced to theoretical knowledge.

I have seen that there is a spiritual authority that comes from
knowing that you have given over all authority of your life over to
God. Such a life only desires the favor and approval of God. Then,
your study of God’s Word is pure, and there is a single-minded desire
to know His heart.

2) The object of all my Bible study must be the
magnification of Jesus

John 5:39-40 tells me that I can study the Scriptures and miss
Jesus. And the Holy Spirit has been given to us in order to glorify and
magnify Jesus. So I must welcome the Holy Spirit into all my study of
the Bible and ask Him to make Jesus bigger to me. And as I study any
portion of Scripture, I try to keep asking myself of this:

Does this make Jesus bigger in my life? If so, then I’ll go down the
path of a particular truth and a particular application. Otherwise it might
justbe a great human idea that is being applied to a Biblical verse. And
there’s limited use for this!

Butany Biblical application that makes me grow in my understanding
of the immense love of Jesus is something definitely worth pursuing!

3) I read the thoughts and ideas of other people that I
have grown to respect - to see what they think of as important,
and what they stress.

N
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This point easily makes sense — we must learn from those who
have gone before us, and have learned the secret of godliness, and
have come to know God in a real way. But this is also very tricky,
because there are so many “theological” experts out there, many of
whom just have an intellectual knowledge of Him and not an experiential
knowledge. How do we decide who to “submit” our minds to, and
be taught from?

These are the metrics that [ use (most of them picked up from my
spiritual mentors):

a.) What is their attitude towards money?

Do I find a holy disdain for money in their personal life and in
their ministry dealings? Or are they always clamoring for my
money and asking for more and more of it? This has been a
GREAT way for me to decide whether I can trust anything else
these people say. And to be honest, most people that I see on
Christian TV over here seem to fail this test.

b.) What is their attitude towards sin?

Do I find that they have a holy abhorrence for sin, based on
the standards of Jesus that He preached in Matthew 5-7 (The
Sermon on the Mount)? Are they more focused on healing people
on the outside (health, happiness, etc) than on healing people on
the inside (sin)? If'so, I don’t give any attention to them.

b.) What is their attitude towards the Bible?

Do I find that seek to base EVERYTHING they teach by
Scripture? Do they build grandiose psychological ideas based on
one stray verse from the Bible, or do they stick close to the Bible,
and use Scripture often to back up their preaching? If they have
aradical commitment to the Bible,then I can trust such a person
to instruct me on Biblical truth.

God bless you in this incredible journey.
Your fellow pilgrim,
Sandeep

(Please mail your genuine doubts to : sandeep@poonen.org)
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Blood Transfusion

There was a little boyJohnny, whose sister Mary needed a blood
trasfusion. The doctor explained that she had the same disease the boy
had recovered from two vears earlier. Her only chance for recovery
was a transfusion from someone who has previously conquired the
disease. Since the two children had the same rare bloodl type, the boy
was the ideal donor.

"Would you give your blood to Mary?™ the doctor asked.

Johnny hesitated. His lower lip started to tremble. Then he smiled
and said, "Sure, for my sister.”

Soon the two children were wheeled into the hospital room-Mary,
pale and thin; Johnny, robust and healthy. Neither spoke, but when
their eyes met, Johnny grinned.

As the nurse inserted the needle into his arm Johnny's smile faded He
watched the blood tlow through the tube. With the ordeal almost over,
his voice, slightly shaky, broke the silence. "Doctor, When do [ die?”

Only then did the doctor realized why Johnny has hesitated, why
his lip had trembled when he has agreed to donate his blood. He has
thought giving his blood to his sister meant giving up his life. In that
brief moment he 'd made his great decision,

Johnny, fortunately didn't have to die to save his sister. Each of us
however, has a condition more serious than Mary's and it required
Jesus to give not just His blood but His life.

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever
believe in Him shall not perish, bt have efernal Life(John.3: 16)

Just a minute

"We dealt with each one of
you personally, like a father
with his own children,
comforting and encouraging™-
1Thes 2:11

Pheba Cleetus
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