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THE HOLY AND

2% LOVING GOD

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

How must | interact with the Christian God who is Love and yet be
Holy? These two attributes seem contradictory to me. The love of
God seems to invite me in, but His holiness seems to scare me
away. Is the God of Holiness simply for the Old Testament, and
God is now the God of Love for those of us who live after Jesus
Christ?

Answer:

Thank you for your question. This is a very important question to
answer. In fact, when | sought to understand the answer to this
guestion myself, it made a fundamental difference in my life. It
helped me recognize the truth about God. It also helped me focus
and re-order my priorities. So | hope what | share with you will help
you as well. And | have a couple of layers of thoughts on this
subject, so I'll split this answer into two parts - and this is part 1 of
my response.

You are absolutely right in identifying two most important attributes
of God. And the vast majority of Christians worship a God who is
predominantly Love or a God who is predominantly Holy, but very
few know God as both infinitely loving and infinitely holy.

But this is who God is, and understanding BOTH these facets of
God helps me realize how God looks at sin, how God looks at us
who are sinners, etc.

So this is my short version of the story of God and us:
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The God who is Infinite Love created humans with the hope that we
would get to know Him. But we wanted to live life independent of
God and thus sinned (in the Garden of Eden). This seed of sin has
been passed down to all humans since then, and this desire to live
life independent of God is what makes us sinners (even today).
This independence from God shows up in various forms obviously
- like stealing, coveting, being proud, etc. But it all stems from a
desire to be independent from God.

But what makes things really hopeless is that since God is Holy and
there is not even a hint of sin in His presence (1 John 1:5), we have
no hope of being with God. How could we who are stained or even
covered with sin, ever get to enter God’'s Holy presence?

The answer is simple: The God of LOVE made a way where we
simply could not. God sent His Son Jesus Christ to live on this
earth. Jesus lived in perfect holiness all His life. And as the ultimate
expression of His Love for us, He died for us and our sins, so that
we as sinners could use Him and His perfection as our access back
to God. So now, when we come to this God who is Holy, we could
through Christ.

Now this “coming to God through Christ” is a pathway that we must
always stay on. It is not a one-time ticket to permanent access. So
this means that we come to God through Christ for our initial
forgiveness. But we also come to God through Christ every single
time we enter God’s presence. Some think of it as a garment they
put on that completely covers their sins. Some others think of it
with the picture of washing that completely cleanses us from all our
sins. But the idea is the same: We always come to God through
Jesus Christ. That is the only way we as sinners can enter a Holy
God'’s presence.

This is the “gospel” or the good news to me at a very high level.
The God of Love made a way for me to know Him and spend time in
His Holy Presence, despite my numerous sins. He did not do to this
by lowering the standards of His Holiness. Instead, He gave us
FREE access to His Holy Presence through His Son Jesus Christ.

So what must this mean to me if | embrace both these truths? This
should fill me with two reactions that seem different, but are actually
very complementary.
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These truths should FIRST fill me with a heart full of love and
gratitude for this God of Love who did all the work in drawing me
back to Him. A God who is simply all about Holiness and doing the
right thing would not be compelled to draw me back to Him. It is the
virtue of Divine Love that made a way for a broken human like me
to be reconciled back to God, even when it came at a huge price
(having His Son Jesus bear my sins). This reality can fill us with a
great love for God. The Apostle John tells us that we love because
God first loved us (1 John 4:19). Isn't a love for this kind of God,
who sacrificed His very Son just to save us, easy to embrace? If we
find that we don't love God, it is quite possible that this is simply
because we have forgotten the enormous love of God towards us.

But in addition, these truths should also fill me with a heart full of
reverence and awe for this God of Holiness in whose Presence |
have entered. God is still completely and infinitely Holy. God does
not condone any sin, and does not lower His tolerance for sin. Yet
[, this person who is so prone to wander into the filth of sin, am
standing in His Presence. How can this be? | know the only thing
that keeps me in His Presence without being quickly expelled, is
the covering and washing of Jesus. So | must live life with soberness
and reverence - evidencing my respect for what Jesus means to
me.

Let me give you a weak analogy:

Let us say a billionaire visited my country from a far away country,
and somehow selected me from among many millions to have his
credit card. He would never see me again, but told me that this
credit card was now mine, and | could use it freely. It was attached
to his bank account, but it was mine to freely use.

What an enormous honor to be selected. But that's not the true
benefit of the card, is it? The true benefit comes when | actually
get to use the card! So | would be a fool if | did not use the credit
card as and when | needed it. The credit card was only effective
when | used it, not when it was stuck in my pocket.

But | would also be a fool if | treated the credit card carelessly and
lostit. No, | would always make sure that this credit card was ALWAYS
in a safe place. | would make sure it was well secured at all times,
and that | treasured it above all other of my possessions.
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How does this apply to our spirituality? We are foolish in our
interactions with God when we do not access and USE God'’s love
towards us. We have been chosen to be the recipients of God's
love because of Jesus Christ (our access card), but this choice is
meaningless if we do not access His love at all times, and do not
live as people who are loved by the Infinite God.

But we are also foolish if we treat this love of God flippantly and
carelessly. No, we are deeply reverent to the access card that
opens up the bank account of God’s love. Jesus Christ is our access
to all of God’s love. So we are constantly checking that we have
Christ with us in what we are doing. We are constantly checking to
ensure that we have not lost our connection with Jesus as we go
through our daily lives. And we treat Christ with deep respect and
reverence - treasuring Him above all else - because we know that
He is our only connection to the love of God.

| am sure that this is a poor analogy from many standpoints, but |
hope it gives you some sense of how we must interact with God in
His Infinite Love as well as His Infinite Holiness.

Let me not keep the access card to God’s presence (the Person of
Jesus) in my pocket or as a plaque on my wall or simply a verse in
my Bible. Let me grab a hold of this access, and enter God’s
presence and always embrace the love of God. And yet all the
same, let me constantly remind myself of the wonder and reverence
of His holiness.

It is not one or the other. Neither is it a 50-50 split. No, it is ALL of
God’s Love and ALL of God’'s Holiness that both co-exist in their
fullness towards us. So it is 100-100.

In my next article, | want to delve more deeply into this aspect of
Love and Holiness as it applies to us practically. | want to talk
about how | practically interact with God in both His Love and Hls
Holiness. But until then, may God help you and me to live in the
reality of both these wonderful virtues of God!

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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Like cats and dogs

" Where no wood is there the fire goeth out; so where there is no talebearer,
the strife ceaseth’".-(Proverbs 26:20)

My little dog has a black tail with a flashy white tip. I often see him
joyfully wagging his tail, but it becomes a problem for him when it
attracts our cat. The cat attacks the flashing tail and immediately they
are in a full-scale brawl on the living room floor. If it were not for that
tempting tail, I am sure there would be more peace between our cat
and dog.

I'wonder if solomon had something like this in mind when he said,
"Where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth”? Now I grant you, there
is a difference between a tale-bearer and a tail-bearer, but there is also a
similarity. They both may have something flashing around that causes
strife.

Well, I guess I have the same problems at times as my dog. The only
difference is that he can't help bearing his tail, but I can rid myself of
any tale that I might be revealing to others that causes hurt or strife.

I wonder, did Solomon have a dog and a cat?  (selected)

Just a minute

"Don't let the sparkle and
the smooth taste of strong wine
decieve you. For in the end it
bites like a poisonous
serpent....(Prov.23:31,32)

Pheba Cleetus




