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" “Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677

Note:

Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal@gmail.com with the transaction details, your
\address, phone number and the subscription reference numbery
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~~3 DIRECTION?

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

You have mentioned that the Christian life is a journey. But do we as
Christians have a destination in this journey? | would like to treat my
Christian walk as a journey, but shouldn’t I know where | am going? Also,
how can | know if I’m going in the right direction?

Answer:

Thank you for your question. This is a very important question to answer.
In fact, asking this question for myself made me fundamentally change
my life. It helped me focus and re-order my priorities. So | hope what |
share with you will help you as well.

I think that you have hit on something important in your question. It’s
quite obvious from life that having a destination is critical for whatever
goals we pursue. Otherwise, we have very little hope of ever reaching our
destination. So even in the physical sense, if we are trying to go from
Bangalore to Delhi, we will never reach Delhi if we simply wander in any
old direction that we “feel” seems right. It is important that we start of in
the right direction and keep assessing our journey with regards to our final
destination.

The Christian life is a journey (the Apostle Paul calls it a race to be run),
and God has given us a clear knowledge of our final destination. Our final
destination is very clear - so we can (and must) remind ourselves and
point our lives towards that destination every day!

Now as Christians, we don’t get to pick the destination. We find our
destination from the Bible. So if we want to be true in our walk as Christians,
we must embrace the destination that has been defined for us in the Bible.
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Otherwise we will simply be wandering Christians - people who
demonstrate no clear spiritual purpose in their lives.

Now to be clear, there are individual paths that take us towards our
destination. The path | might take towards the Christian destination may
be different in external appearance from another Christian’s. That is where
our individual strengths and gifts come in — they take us down unique
paths. Nonetheless, the final destination for all Christians is the same.

So what is the destination for all Christians? And what is the primary goal
for all Christians? | see this clearly defined in Romans 8:28-29 - 22And we
know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. ®For those
whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image
of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren;

Verse 29 makes the destination and goal for my life abundantly clear. Now
I can be sure that this is my destination because this is not merely my own
goal. This is God’s goal for me.

So what is that destination and goal from this passage?
To become conformed to the image of Jesus!

And one other verse further cemented this concept for me: 2 Corinthians
3:18 — But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

The impact of this realization was MONUMENTAL for me! If this indeed
was my destination, then my entire life had to revolve around this destination
and this destination alone. So I must constantly evaluate my life from this
core perspective to see if indeed | was being transformed into the image of
Jesus from one level of glory to glory. Every other evaluation of my life
must be subjected to this evaluation.

So if I gained the whole world but lost out on growing close to this destination
(given to me by God Himself), then I have lost out eternally. And if I lost
out on a lot of this world but | gained on growing close to this destination,
then | have gained eternally.
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What does the image of Jesus look like?

What does it mean to be “conformed to the image” of Jesus? Does this
mean that we should all be carpenters? Does this mean that we should all
live in Israel? Does this mean that we should all seek to be healing the sick
and driving out demons like Jesus did?

Well, we don’t have to guess. The Bible once again is very clear on this.
So | want to take this article and the next one to address this. | want to
share with you the two parts of the life of Jesus that | must conform to,
and set as my destination.

The two parts of the life of Jesus are simply this:
1. His internal, personal life as it relates to His character
2. His inter-personal life as it relates to His ministry

In this article, I want to address the personal, internal life of Jesus and His
character that we must determine to become conformed to. | see what
this looks like in 1 John 3:2-3:

2Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what
we will be We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we
will see Him just as He is. *And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him
purifies himself, just as He is pure.

So when we are asked to be like Him in character, it is in His purity. This
also resonates with the purpose of why Jesus came to this earth. “You
shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins”
(Matthew 1:21). It was for our salvation and freedom from sin that was
the core purpose and mission of Jesus.

So my destination as it relates to my personal life can be paraphrased
this way

TO BECOME MOREAND MORE LIKE JESUS INHISPURITY
AND FREEDOM FROM SIN.

So this is the most important thing that | must be concerned about as | live
my life. Every other goal of mine (to have a great job, to get married, to
have children and grand-children) can definitely be valid but only as long
as it does not distract from my pursuing this primary goal. Every other
definition of success and failure must be thrown in the garbage bin, in
favor of defining success and failure by this goal.
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So if 2010 was a year where | got a raise at work, and | had a healthy baby
girl, and | got to travel to a foreign country, but I didn’t grow more like
Jesus in my purity and freedom from sin, then 2010 has been a failed year
for me. And the converse of that is true as well.

One Caution:

We must be careful not to be super-spiritual and feel that activities like
desiring a vacation with family or enjoying a good meal or a hiking in the
mountains are to be thrown away because they do not make us more and
more like Jesus. That is not at all what | mean.

Activities are not goals. By all means, we can do anything we enjoy as
long as it does not cause us to sin. But activities can be dangerous for us
if they slowly dominate our thoughts and become the goal we obsess
about. So for example, if a person’s goal is to be the best hiker in the
world and to be a committed Christian, then he can quite possibly be
distracted in fulfilling the goal that God has defined for him from God’s
Word.

So we must keep our goal singular, and feel free to engage in activities as
long as they do not affect the pursuit of our goal.

This is no different from how world-class athletes might do all kinds of
activities, but always evaluate them against their goal of winning a gold
medal or a World Cup. They can choose to eat out at various restaurants,
but they will stay away from eating junk food. They can go out with
friends in the evenings, but they will pay attention to how much sleep they
get. They can relax and they can play video games or whatever else they
like to do - but not if it takes up time from being the best athlete possible.
Only then will they have a chance of winning the prize. So they have their
goal always in front of them — and the moment any activity affects their
ability to achieve their goal, that activity is sacrificed.

So | pray that we will have the same seriousness and commitment with
which we live life. | pray that we will set our goals based on what Scripture
has described for us- and re-order our whole lives around this goal. And in
my next article, | will address how | am also asked to become conformed
to the image of Jesus as it relates to His external life and ministry.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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(NDEAGD 61 :5)

LESSONS ON LIFE

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to
learn not to judge things too quickly. So he sent them each on a
quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a great distance
away.

The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the
third in summer, and the youngest son in the fall.

When they had all gone and come back, he called them together
to describe what they had seen.

The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent. and twisted. The
second son said no it was covered with green buds and full of
promise.

The third son disagreed; he said it was laden with blossoms
that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most
graceful thing he had ever seen.

The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and
drooping with fruit, full of life and fulfillment.

The man then explained to his sons that they were all right,
because they had each seen but only one season in the tree's life.

He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only
one season, and that the essence of whao they are and the pleasure,
joy, and love that come from that life can only be measured at the
end, when all the seasons are up.

1t vou Rive up when it's winter, you will miss the pmmiﬁe of
vour spring, the beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall.

Don't let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.
Don't judge life by one difficult season.

Persevere through the difficult patches and better limes are
sure to come some time or later.



