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Sandeep Poonen

Question:

Philippians 2:3 says, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but
with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves.”
What does this last part mean? If | have a low esteem about myself, this
can lead to an inferiority complex.

This can lead to a false belief that ‘He is better than me’ even though in
terms of talent, he may not be as talented as | am. This can also lead to a
fear to take up any responsibility simply because everyone is better than
me; since (“regard others as more important than yourself”). This canin
turn lead to a very low self confidence. The person may grow up into a
shy, timid and reserved person not using his potential to the fullest. Please
reply when you have the time.

Answer:

Thanks for your question. You asked a very good question, and it spurred
me to write a more extended reply than I initially intended to. But | hope
it is nonetheless useful to you.

As | thought about your question, | wanted to make sure that | addressed
how God works with our identity and He works with our personality after
we’re born again. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (I’m a new creation) can make me
assume that every part of me is made brand new. But that’s not exactly
true. As I’ll try to explain in more detail, God does not change our
personality. But He does fundamentally change our identity.

When we are born again, the Holy Spirit comes to live within us. He
comes to dwell in our hearts (or our spirits) — the innermost part of who
we are. But yet we still sin, don’t we? Yes - the Holy Spirit does not so
dominate our existence that we cannot sin anymore. And neither is it true
that the Holy Spirit leaves us every time we sin. 1 John 1:8 tells me that if
I say | have no sin in me, the truth is not in me. So even the Apostle John
admitted that he had sin in him in his 90s! But that does not mean that the
Holy Spirit left him every time he sinned. Of course, if we intentionally
disregard the voice of the Holy Spirit and keep on sinning, then of course
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the Holy Spirit can leave us altogether.

But the Holy Spirit definitely wants to get rid of all sin within us. So when
we ask the Holy Spirit to live inside of us, He transforms our identity
immediately, but also longs to transform all the rest of us. He will transform
all of us even as we fully surrender our bodies to Him and be renewed in
our minds (Romans 12:1-2).

So let me describe this transformation and renewal:

A transformation in our identity:

I think we can often lose the significance of the words “born again” and
what that means. To be born again clearly implies that there is a first birth,
and then a first DEATH. What is this first death? From Scripture, we
know that we must die to self - so we must die to everything that we have
defined ourselves by. This death goes way beyond specifics of our past
and even our personality —all the way to the most basic ways in which we
define ourselves. For some it is their personality that defines them, for
others it might be academic success, a family status, some past or present
event, or something else.

Once we are willing to truly die to everything, then we are ready to be born
again. And the rebirth is not mystical or fancy. But it is always the simple
quiet assurance of the Holy Spirit that we are immensely loved — so much
so that our sins are forgiven, and we are now viewed as new beings without
fault.

This is a fundamental identity shift. | cannot stress how DEEP this
change is. We must now look at ourselves differently at our very core.

This is our new identity whether we feel it or not. And this is also our
identity whether we embrace it or not. Of course, if we don’t embrace it,
we miss out on the many privileges that are afforded us as a result of this
new identity.

And what is the basic view of our identity? It is this: We are infinitely
loved by God Almighty

So much is wrapped up in this phrase, and we must spend the rest of our
lives unpacking this more and more. This is exactly what we must FOCUS
ondoing. So I must be in the business of using every situation, every trial,
and every circumstance — to somehow plumb the greater depths of the
love of God FOR ME! Every Christian must individually do this, and we
are all equals in this. There are no hierarchies in this — there is no male or
female, Greek or barbarian, master or slave, etc. EACH ONE OF US is
infinitely loved by God Almighty.

And as we have heard it said another way: God loves us just as much as
He loved Jesus (John 17:23). So if we can concede that God must have
loved Jesus infinitely, then we must accept God’s Word that He loves US
JUSTAS MUCH!

[ @36md 2011 m40

gllanarec e >

But again, | want to stress that this must become our identity. So this
must be how we define ourselves now. We refuse to use any other metric
to define ourselves — and choose to use the truth of “I am loved” to be the
constant refrain of my new identity.

The oxygen that my born again being breathes in, is the oxygen of “l am
loved.” This is what gives life to my born again being. And this is what
will sustain its life as well.

A renewal of our personality:

With that said, we are now ready to look at our personality and how this is
affected when we are born again.

Our identity is completely transformed instantly when we are born again.
But God does not desire to change our personality. Each of our personalities
is a gift from God and is not part of our sinful nature. Rather, itis part of
God’s unique GIFT to us.

Many of us can believe a subtle lie that some personality traits are better
than others. This is simply not true. God has as much to accomplish
through the extrovert and the introvert. God has as much to accomplish
through the naturally hot-headed as through the naturally mild-mannered.
And so on. No personality trait is inherently good or evil. Every single
personality trait can be leveraged either for God’s glory and honor, or for
our own glory and honor.

So the same Holy Spirit who comes to transform our identity, comes to
also renew our personality by complementing it with His gifts. He doesn’t
desire in any way to destroy or mangle our personality. Yes, our love for
our self and its will needs to completely die (and be replaced by the identity
of being infinitely loved), but our personalities need to be renewed for His
glory instead of ours.

And the Holy Spirit gives His gifts to perfectly complement our
personality to make us useful for the building of the body of Jesus
Christ here on earth.

And in this matter, | need to be very clear about something:

We cannot and must not rely on human personality tests to predict what
our spiritual gifts might be for the building up of the church. When we do
this, we are truly limiting the Holy Spirit and His power.

Let me give you an example:

Many might think that a person who is extroverted and charismatic would
probably be gifted as a teacher or preacher. And vice versa, if a person is
introverted, that means that he is probably not gifted to be a teacher.

But this is simply not true. God can use an extrovert and an introvert to be
a powerful preacher of God’s Word. The Holy Spirit is not at all limited by
a particular personality.
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The extrovert might be more comfortable in front of crowds, and might
be able to speak really well, but this could be his very undoing as he may
not take the time to listen to God and sit at His feet. How can such a
person ever speak the words of God? He can speak his own complex and
refined thoughts, but they are still just the thoughts of dust particles aligned
in a particular way! Meanwhile, the introvert might be terribly shy and
nervous in front of others, but his measured and halting words might still
be immersed in the Holy Spirit (God). So the hearts of the hungry listeners
will be touched and turned towards God Himself.

So let us not think that ANY particular personality trait can hamper or
prevent us from being fully useful for every task the Lord has for us.
And to build from another truth in Scripture:

We can think of the fruit of the Spirit as being the outworking of one’s
identity. So every born again Christian has EQUAL AND LIMITLESS
ABILITIES to bear the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Because as
I discussed above, every born-again Christian is EQUALLY AND
LIMITLESSLY loved!

And we can think of the gifts of the Spirit as being given to complement
our personalities. The Holy Spirit leverages every one of our unique
personality traits to exhibit the life of Jesus in us. And as long as we stay
FULLY AVAILABLE to God (and not limit God because of our feeling on
our personality strengths and weaknesses), He will give us the ABILITY
for every task that He wants us to do, in how we build up the Body of
Christ.

One last verse: Romans 8:15 — You have not received a spirit of slavery
leading to fear again, but a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out,
“Abbal! Father!” It is this born again cry that we have now — that
approaches God as our infinitely-loving Heavenly Father (Daddy). And |
am convinced that the path to freedom from every form of slavery to sin is
by CRYING OUT more instinctively to our Daddy in heaven.

Sowhen | fall, I don’t have to beat myself up. | just need to realize that |
have not cried out for Daddy like | should have. 1 just need to realize that
I did not reach up for the Father’s hand when trying to cross the various
roads of life. So let me get up and redouble my efforts to recognize my
new identity and give way to the “Abba! Father!” cry within me.

Let us meditate on this. And in my next part, | will address the specific
verse that you brought up, and how | apply what | have written as a
foundation to my overall understanding on this matter.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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THE SPECK AND THE LOG

Jesus said it is possible for us to want to take out the tiny speck in
another person’s eve while thene is a great big log of wood in our own
eye! In that case, we simply cannot see properly ourselves. We are only
pretending to help someonse else if this is the case.

Mow we all know what the Lord Jesus meant by the speck in some

other person's eye. It is some fault which we think we can see in him. He

. may have done something to us which was nor good. But what did the

AIIRJECRSH UhERREIN: o Sy=hu (1K) g0eE o Lord Jesus mean by the log in our own eye?. May | suggest that is our

RSO RMIANI Sa) PATO] MAYLE MRAA0 hard thoughts about the speck in this eye?, There is no doubt something

BT 643 Bl CHOQEHEYf QEROTRBITS ML RSTo wrong in other person, but our hard thoughts about that wrong is also

BMEREINSTY. SORTOIRCRY: MEM Mo Mol wrong! His fault has made us think hard about him to otheérs, or felt

HunadWened | 1l Qe ennnmolEo) mmieg s bitter about him, We donot want him to get on well. All of these things

= AT - SOUMA0STT EHINTIEE (A OINAL. mRUD shows a lack of love in us! And this says the Lord Jesus, tells us that our

lack of love is like a big log compared lo our brother's tiny fault which
ts like a little speck of wood. He may not know it is there!

Everytime we point (o someone and say “This is your fault,” three
fingers are pointing at us. But how often have we done it! while we
have tried to deal with some one else’s fault. God has seen this much
bigger fault in our own hearts. May He have mercy up on us.
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Just a minute

“Faith is the nssurrance of
Hrirgs fpwead fivr andd B covrriction
of Heings not seen ™

Hehreges, 1157
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