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THE HOLY AND

“ 5% LOVING GOD

(Part IT)

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

How must I interact with the Christian God who is Love and yet Holy?
These two attributes seem contradictory to me. The love of God seems to
invite me in, but His holiness seems to scare me away. Is the God of
Holiness simply for the Old Testament, and God is now the God of Love for
those of us who live after Jesus Christ?

Answer:
This is the second part of my answer to this question.

In the first part of my answer, I had written this in conclusion:

Let me not keep the access card to God s presence (the Person of Jesus) in
my pocket or as a plaque on my wall or simply a verse in my Bible. Let me
grab a hold of this access, and enter God s presence and always embrace
the love of God. And yet all the same, let me constantly remind myself of the
wonder and reverence of His holiness.

It is not one or the other. Neither is it a 50-50 split. No, it is ALL of God s
Love and ALL of God's Holiness that both co-exist in their fullness towards
us. So it is 100-100.

Now I want to talk about how I personally interact with God’s love and God’s
holiness. And for myself, my view of God has been fundamentally based
out of one story in the Bible — the story that is commonly known as the story
of the Prodigal Son and described in Luke 15:11-32. The father in the story is
a picture of God, and it is this description of God (by Jesus Himself) that
drives my understanding of Him.

Now this is not to say that everything about God must fit into this story. Not
atall! God is definitely so much bigger than every story written about Him.
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However, when I am in doubt about the nature and passion of God, I
invariably end up with this depiction of God by Jesus.

And from this story, I glean these lessons about God and His love and His
holiness:

1.

When I approach God with a clear acknowledgement of my sins, I see
God’s overwhelming Love first.

I know from my own life that this is a very difficult reality to embrace.
Almost always, my acknowledgement of my sins is a comparison of my
own lack of holiness with God’s total holiness. And I fall terribly short
of the glory of God’s holiness, and this is what is the sin that I see
(Romans 3:23).

At this very time when I realize how short I fall of God’s holiness, it is
very difficult to recognize that the Person running down the road to
meet me (Luke 15:20) is the very same Holy God. And the reason this
Holy God runs down to meet and embrace me is because He is Love.

But this is the challenge before us. Will we use our reason that says
that God cannot do this, or will we believe the words of Jesus who says
that this very holy God runs down to embrace us in His great love —
EVEN THOUGH He fully knows how much we have disappointed Him
and squandered His love.

This was the great challenge that I realized was set before me. Would I
choose to believe that this same Holy God was indeed running down
the road to embrace me EVERY TIME I CHOSE TO RETURN TO HIM?
Or had I disappointed this Holy God so many times that now this Holy
God was now sitting in His office, sick and tired of getting up to meet
me who had deserted Him so often?

This God wants to THEN have a dinner feast for me when I return
home
After I return home, God wants me to have dinner with Him.

Many times after I return home with God, I may grudgingly accept that
God embraced me. But then I get into the house, and I am hit again by
the guilt and shame of my past rejection. So I chose to go to my room
and “be by myself” — so that I can show my Father than [ am deeply
disappointed about what I just did.

But this is not the desire of my Heavenly Father. There is no room
service in the Heavenly Father’s house! My Father wants me to have
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dinner with Him. Song of Songs 2:4 — He has brought me to his banquet
hall, And his banner over me is love. The Message paraphrase of this
verse says, “He took me home with him for a festive meal, but his eyes
feasted on me!” He wants to feast His eyes on me and share a meal with
me. He first wants to make the time to listen to my heart, and have me
see His love that overflows towards me.

The utmost desire of the Father’s heart is a restoration of our normalcy
with God. Having a festive dinner with me is a statement to everybody
(including me) that I have been restored indeed.

This is God’s first objective that He wants to drive home to me after |
know that He loves me and has forgiven me.

God teaches me about His holiness when I am in the house, not outside
the house

God has a lot to teach me about who He is. And at the top of that list is
the reality that God is Holy. But God does not teach me about His
Holiness from outside the house. When I say “outside the house,” I
mean being separated from my Father. So when the younger son
returned home, there was a time to discuss the past mistakes and correct
them. But that must wait till after love and normalcy and intimacy has
been restored.

Even with the elder son, the father in Luke 15 goes outside and desires
to also draw the resentful elder son back in (v 28). No matter what our
sin is (worldliness or hypocrisy), the Father wants to draw us into the
house first. Then He will deal with our sins.

Too often, I think that we interact with the Holiness of God from afar.
We see the holiness of God as the Israelites saw it — standing at the
base of Mount Sinai. But that is not the God we know. We know a God
who is our Father. So we must interact with the holiness of God while
sitting inside the house, and by His side.

God will teach us His Holiness AFTER He’s embraced us and brought us
into the house, and after we have shared a festive meal together.

See these words in Peter’s first epistle: 1 Peter 1:17-19 —If you
address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each
one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on
earth...

To me, the order is critical. We are to conduct our lives in holy fear
BECAUSE we address God as our Father. When we approach God in
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His holiness without being fully secure that this same Holy God is our
Heavenly Father, then we have MISSED the good news of what Jesus
has established for us. He died so that our sins would not prevent us
from entering heaven one day. But that is in the future. The good news
of the gospel is present even now — that Jesus died for us, rose again,
and went back to heaven so that we could have the Holy Spirit within us

that allows us to call God our Father (Romans 8:15-16).

As I dwell within the house of God and grow in my security of His
abounding love for me, I have also grown in my fear and reverence for this
God who is equally Holy. As I choose by faith to embrace the overflowing
love of God that is lavished on me, I am sobered by the corresponding
Holiness of this same Loving God. So as I am immersed in this Love, I
determine to live my life soberly — being careful to respect and honor this
Person who has the highest regard for holiness.

So let me end with this final thought:
We will not grow to love the One we’ve learned to fear.
We will grow to fear the One we’ve learned to love.

(Please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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MY TYPEWRITER

Xvxn though this type writer is an old modxl, it works vxry well,
xxcxpt for onx kxy. You'd think that with all thx othxr kxys working,
onx kxy would hardly bx noticxd. But just onx kxy oul of which sxxms
to ruin thx wholx xffort,

Havx you xvxr said to yoursxlf, “I'm only onx pxrson; no onx will
noticx if [ don't do my bxst”?. But it doxs makx a diffxrxnex, bxcause to
bx xffxctivx, a family, a church, an organization or a businxss nxxds
complxtx participation by xvxryonx to thx bxst of his or hxr ability. So
if you'rx having onx of thosx days whxn you think you just arx n't vary
important and you arx txmptxd to slack off rkmxmbxr this old
typxwritxr. You arx a kxy pxrson and whxn you don't do your bxst,
nothing xlsx works out the way it's supposxd to.

Lord, help me do my best, whether | am comforting a fatigued
spouse, sharing a special moment with a child, playing a game with
my friends or completing my job at work, or serving in my church.
Remind me, Lord, just how important I am.
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Just a minute

"Do not fear for I am
with you, Surely I will
uphold you with my

righteous right hand”

Isiah.41:10

Pheba Cleetus




