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Note:

-

‘Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677

Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal@gmail.com with the transaction details, your
address, phone number and the subscription reference number.
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Christians and
'Higher Education

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

I am considering advancing my career by getting a Master’s degree. [ know
that the Bible warns me against loving the world, but is there something
wrong in wanting to gain in knowledge and expertise in the things of this
world?

Answer:

Thank you for your question. This is a very relevant question for many
young Christians, since there have been various positions that have been
maintained by different Christian groups. I think every single Christian draws
the line somewhere. For example, there are some extremely conservative
Christian groups who believe that it is wrong to have electricity in the home,
to drive cars, etc. So they still light lamps at night and ride on horses and
horse-driven carriages to get around.

But Christians are not the only ones who have had to fight this issue. One
famous example of this is from the 19th century, when there was a social
movement organized by English textile workers to protest (even violently
sometimes) the changes from the Industrial Revolution, that was leaving them
without work and changing their overall way of life. The movement was
named after a mythical person called King Ludd, who (like Robin Hood) was
reputed to live in Sherwood Forest. Today, the English word luddite is used to
describe those who are opposed to industrialisation, automation, and new
technologies in general.

So are we to be “luddites” today in some areas? Some might consider it too
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worldly to pursue higher education. Others might consider it too worldly to
take a well-paying job, or marry a person who is really physically pretty, etc.
Let me address the question asked - and talk specifically here about pursuing
higher education. But I believe the principle can be applied to many areas in
this life.

Now to be sure, there are Biblical verses that warn about the great danger in
coveting the appealing things of this world. For example we read these words
of Jesus in Luke 16:15: “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of
men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among
men is detestable in the sight of God.” Since many of the things that I might
desire in this earth are clearly highly esteemed among people, does that mean
that these are automatically detestable in the sight of God?

I think we have to be careful to read Scripture carefully and completely. There
is a lot of danger that can come from reading God’s Word out of context
(carelessly). That danger is compounded by not also considering what else
the Word of God has to say on a particular topic (incompletely).

In the particular verse in Luke, I see that Jesus is really exposing the Pharisees
for justifying themselves and seeking to live their lives in a way that the
masses revered them. But to extend the meaning of this verse to then think
that something automatically becomes detestable just because the world values
it, is very poor logic. For example, every rational and feeling person loves the
beauty of nature and the marvel of various animals. Does that mean that these
are detestable to God??? We can see how illogical that line of thinking is.

So let me give you other verses that help me understand how I as a Christian
might approach higher education:

1. 1 Corinthians 10:31 - Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God.

This tells me that the overriding goal of all our endeavors should be the glory
of God. So to be sure, even in all of my desire to seek a higher education, the
end goal through a higher degree should be to bring glory to God. I see this
as an over-arching verse that we can apply at a macro level to ask ourselves
whether our END GOAL in any of our endeavors is truly the glory of God. If
it is not, we either have to radically change the way with which we view our
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endeavors, or we have to be willing to give up those endeavors.

2. John 17:15-17 - I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but
to keep them from the evil one. "“They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. "Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

From this verse, I learn that God does not want me to retreat from being active
in this world. This is one reason that I don’t think it is God’s desire for us to
be ascetics who spend all their lives in a secluded monastery. Rather, we are
to be present in this world, living amidst a hostile world system, and constantly
seeking to be kept from the evil one and his schemes that seek to distract us
from loving God most.

The picture of a ship and water can help us understand this. A ship can keep
from sinking by staying docked in the harbor. But it is of no use in the harbor.
Ships were meant to be out in the mighty oceans and seas. That is where it is
of use to us. A ship that has been properly designed and has no leaks will
keep the water out of it and will also be useful in staying afloat. This is also
how we ought to be in this world. We are in the world (like a ship sits in the
ocean), but the world is not in us (the water does not come into the ship).

3. 2 Corinthians 12:14 - Here for this third time I am ready to come to
you, and I will not be a burden to you; for I do not seek what is yours, but
you; for children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents
for their children.

This verse teaches me that as a parent, I should work hard and plan financially
(to the best of their ability) to provide an inheritance for my children. Now of
course, I must keep the glory of God as my over-arching goal. But even in the
midst of that goal, I have to wake up every morning, and work hard in oftentimes
unpleasant environments - to earn a living. I have to make sacrificial choices
in what I buy, what kind of foods I eat, what I do with my free time, how often
I go out, etc. In all these details of life, one of the ways I prove that I desire the
glory of God is by choosing to save up some money for my children rather
than spending all my money on my own pleasure. (I also think that single
Christians can prepare for married life by living with this attitude).

4. 2 Thessalonians 3:7-8,10-12 - "For you yourselves know how you
ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined
manner among you, *nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it,
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but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we
would not be a burden to any of you... "’ For even when we were with you, we
used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to
eat, either. "' For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined
life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. >Now such persons we
command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and
eat their own bread.

I can learn something from the example of Paul here. Another big reason we
work hard and even labor in our jobs is so that we do not become a burden to
others. We all do not have the ability to make a lot of money or have overly
comfortable lives. But I believe it is the will of the Lord that we work in our
secular jobs even “with labor and hardship” - so that we are not a burden to
others.

So these verses give me confidence that I CAN freely pursue higher education
with a clear conscience. Gaining a higher degree will almost always help me
secure a better-paying job. Now of course, I do not relish a higher-paying job
because I am “of this world.” I have to definitely guard against all those
thoughts. I must keep reminding myself that any higher degree that I gain,
any promotion that I receive, and any better job that I accept, must be used
and leveraged to bring greater glory to Jesus Christ. So as I battle to keep this
as my overall goal, I can freely pursue a higher degree, accept a better-paying
job, etc - because it is helpful in other practical matters. It helps me take care
of my family; it helps me save up an inheritance for my children; and it helps
me be self-sufficient and not a burden to others.

But let me also say this in closing. If what [ have written fails to convince you
about pursing a higher education, then live according to your conscience and
how you understand these verses I have mentioned to be understood. Also
seek godly counsel from people whom you respect and are living a holy life,
not just theorists. That said, do not push your personal belief on others, and
judge others as being spiritually inferior for having a different opinion. Live
your life in the freedom of our conscience, and let others live in the freedom of
theirs.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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TASTE AND 5EE GOD 15 GOOD

Al the Lln:-.'-t'r:'il:}' o ‘..I'I.'lI;JHLI L'H'-'irli.{'g.' Sohwoal, each psar, IJ'H::..' have what 15
called "Ha.]:ll'i:tﬂu:l.'.”ﬁ_"h.'l.lhiﬂ d.::,-'_. each one i bo I:rrinE.: lcerscth din b= ke b=
In 4 grassy picnic area. Every "Baptist Day” the school would invite one of the
greatest minds to kecture n the thealogical educathon cenler,

Cinie vear they invited Dir, Paal Tillich, DeTillich spoke los tbwo and omie-hall
Ficnars atlemplng i prove thint the resurrectiom of Jesos was alse. He |.'|_-|.'||1I:|:|:|
setvolar afler scholar and booak alber book. He concluded thad since there was mo
such thing as the historical resurrection, the religions tradition of the dhandh
wits grocndless. He then asked i there were any questions,

Afler about 30 secomcds, an u]d, dark skinned prr.:.rher with a head o ghort-
cropped, woolly white hair stood up s the back of the auditorium. “Docis
Tallkely, 1 |.';|.|I. e |.'|ut"di|1|'|,” e gaddd a= all Py turmned loward ki

He reached into bis sack Tunch and pulled oot an apple and began eating i
“Pacta Tillieh., CRUNCH, MUKNCH... My gquestion s a simple question.,
CREUMNMCH, MUBMNCH... "Mow, | aint never read them books youn read...
CRUNCH, MURNCH.., and | can’® vecile the Scriptures in the original Greel,,, ™

Hie finlshed npplr... “AdL T wanma know 15 This .1F;|"l|r I fust ale, . wean il
Bltter or pweel™ D TilHch passed for & moment and answersd in exemplary
schin|arly Fankdon., Ml cannot posslbly amswer Bhat quesbion, fere | haven'] lasbed
your appe,”

Thst welulte-Tunbned 3'lr|.'.1|.'|'||.-r |.|r|.'|:'l:|1|.'|.| Ihwié Coing ol |'||.'nnl||!|;|'|||.-' {irlo Mis L'E'I.Il.'l'll"L.'l\i
frovprer h.'q-';. |l ksd g il Bir. Tillich and sald calmly, "Seilber have yvou lasbed
my Jesus®  The LIHE plus in attenadance could not comdaln themselves. The
avsdllorium erepied with applause and chisers.

D, THlch thanked his audience and promptly left the platform,

e o tantind Jemnis? Paalm Jd:E

Just a minute

F-I ittt @ QiR Ierring ek
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