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Note:

 ‘Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677

Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal@gmail.com with the transaction details, your
\address, phone number and the subscription reference number./
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How to get up
from sin?

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

I am somebody who wants to follow Jesus, but I keep falling down. 1
have heard you say in other messages that I must keep getting up. So I
have tried to do this again and again. But now I feel that even that is
useless. I don’t even feel like getting up anymore because [ am starting to
think that it is a lost cause. It is just a matter of time before | KNOW I will
fall yet again.

Do you think the Bible has something to say to me? Are there people
like me who just will never experience the truth and good news of freedom
from sin?

Answer:

Thank you for your question. I do not know of any sincere Christian
who has not felt this way at some point or the other. I also do not know of
any Christian who has not had to battle with these kinds of thoughts. So
at the very outset, I hope that this gives you immediate hope and
encouragement.

But what must we do in times like this? I’m sure there are so many
things that can be said, but let me give you three of my favorite thoughts in
this regard:

1. It is always my fault alone and never God’s fault (1
Corinthians 10:13)

I can’t tell you the number of times I have heard Christian brothers and
sisters tell me that they want to overcome sin, but they just don’t have the
strength. So they are praying that God will someday open their eyes to His
love and someday give them the grace to overcome their sin.

Now this sounds very humble and convincing at first, but there can be
a dangerous spirit of unbelief that often lies behind such statements. Such
statements can subtly put the responsibility onto GOD to open our eyes
and give us His grace. Such statements can make us believe that we’re
doing the best we can, but the sovereign God has, for whatever reason He
alone knows, chosen to not answer our prayers and give us His grace and
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victory over sin just yet.

This is a horrible lie, and a clear contradiction of the Person of God as
demonstrated through His Word. 1 Corinthians 10:13 is a monumental
verse in this regard - No temptation has overtaken you but such as is
common to man, and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

These are at least TWO very obvious inferences that I can make from
this verse:

%  There is ABSOLUTLEY NO TEMPTATION that I face that is too
much for me to handle.

%  The God we interact with is FAITHFUL ensures this.

%  EVERY TEMPTATION comes with a way of escape

I also want to underline the fact that Paul places his confidence on the
FAITHFULNESS OF GOD to assure us of this. It is not any human’s
faithfulness, but God’s that serves as our assurance.

Have you taken this FACT to those temptations that seem
insurmountable? Whether it is your lustful eyes, your tendency towards
constant discouragement, your perpetual tendency to worry, etc - all of
these temptations come our way only after God has packaged with it a
way of escape. So let us adjust our mindset to stop waiting for some
supernatural experience that will take away the temptations, but rather
seek God more diligently to see the way of escape that He has provided
with every temptation that assaults us.

2.  The testing of my faith is first intended to first build in me
endurance, before it produces victory over sin (James 1:2-4)

James 1:2-4 - Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter
various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.
And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.

These verses may seem complicated but let me give you the simple,
high-level truths that I get out of these verses:

%  From James 1:2-3a, I see that the various trials (temptations) that
I face are all simply testing the quality of my faith in God. So when I fail
in a particular trial, it is simply evidence that I need to have more faith in
God - i.e., I need to DEPEND more on God for help, and have more
CONFIDENCE in God and His promises to help me.

%  From James 1:3, I see that trials and temptations are FIRST meant
to produce endurance/perseverance/patience. This is very encouraging
at times when I fall - to know that even though I failed the test, by
getting back up I am back on the great pathway (to perfection) that
God has designed for me.
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%  James 1:4 tells me that when my endurance is perfected, then I
will be perfect. In one sense, I can see this perfection to as referring to a
time when I experience consistent victory over sin in that particular area.

So to summarize, I do not need to be discouraged because I fell. Yes,
of course, there was a way of escape that I did not take (from point 1
above). But my falling does not mean that I should just give up and stay
down (as the devil would like me to think). If I keep getting up, I am
consciously choosing to remain on the pathway of God’s plan for me. So
as far as I am concerned, the only sure-fire way to frustrate God’s
plan for my life is if I stay down and choose to give up on fighting
sin.

3. The prodigal son had to come to his senses and get up and
come home. The Father does not promise to come and get me when
I willfully remain in my sinful lifestyle (Luke 15)

When we choose to stay down in sin and wallow in sin, we can think
that maybe God will come and get us from our lifestyle of sin, and rescue
us because we cannot help ourselves. We also think that this is correct
theology because we are told that can do nothing of our own strength,
because that in turn will be earning our salvation. So we keep waiting for
God to come and get us and give us some supernatural strength to suddenly
not want to sin anymore, and in the meantime we continue to wallow in
sin.

But this is a horrible mis-appropriation of the overall balance of God’s
truths. Reading ALL of Luke 15 can help us understand the correct overall
balance of God’s dealings with us when we are separated from Him. The
three parables in this story all refer to situations where there is a separation
between God and us.

Luke 15:1-7 talks about one sheep (out of a hundred) that is lost but
where the shepherd goes out and finds the one sheep and rescues it. Luke
15:8-10 talks about a woman who loses a coin, but searches all over and
finally finds it and rejoices over it. Luke 15:11-31 talks about one of two
sons who leaves home ,wastes all his inheritance, but eventually comes to
his senses and returns home to a welcoming and rejoicing father.

These are my high-level thoughts on these stories that provide the key
to understanding the balance of how the lost can be found:

§ Luke 15:1-7 seems to speak to one kind of lost Christian - where
a Christian (sheep) NAIVELY wandered off away from the Shepherd
(Jesus) and got entangled in sin. For such a person, Jesus will spare
nothing to go out and rescue this unfortunate sinner.

§ Luke 15:8-10 seems to speak to another kind of lost Christian -
where the church (the woman as the Bride of Christ) lost one of her own
(the coin) by her carelessness. In such cases, the CHURCH must spare
nothing to go out and keep seeking and searching for the lost one until she
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finds them and restores them to fellowship again.

§ Luke 15:11-31 seems to speak to a third kind of lost Christian -
where a Christian willfully chooses to walk away from God and intimacy
with Him (the Father’s house) and squander his inheritance on loose living
(doing his own will). The Father never goes out and rescues such people.
In such cases, the back-sliding Christian must first come to his/her senses
(i.e., truly repent of their sins and recognize the squalor of the pig-farm
they presently live in - when compared to their Father’s house). Then, the
Christian must get up and return home to His Father’s house.

Of course, the really good news is that when such a choice is made, the
Father does NOT wait till we’ve done our penance and proved our
repentance. No, He runs down the road to meet us, holds us tightly and
weeps in joy, and throws a feast that we’ve chosen to return.

So as we look at all three stories, I also think there is something to be
said about the proportion of the lost one in each of these stories. In the
lost sheep, it’s 1 out of a 100. In the lost coin, it’s one of probably many.
In the lost son, it’s 1 of 2. I think that these percentages play out in real
life as well. The majority of Christians who walk away from God into sin
do so in rebellion to God’s clear words to them, and rarely because of their
own naivety, and rarely because of the mistakes that the church makes.

I think that there can be many Christians who keep staying in their sins
because they only believe in the God described in Luke 15:1-7. More
often than not however, these Christians enjoy their lives of occasional sin
- and so they actually resemble the prodigal son rather than the lost sheep.
They want a Good Shepherd to rescue them. But in reality, God is a loving
Father who wants them to come to their senses, repent of their sins, and
choose to return home to the Father and His love.

And just to be clear, this is NOT a works-based gospel at all. Just
because you get up and choose to return home does not earn you salvation.
Those who choose to get up from the squalor of the pig-farms of sin
recognize that they are no longer worthy to be called children of God. So
when the Father DOES call them sons and daughters of the Most Holy
God, they know this is nothing of their doing. They accept the infinite
mercy of God to restore them, and they live their lives with perpetual
gratitude for this great mercy.

So I hope that this answer encourages you. As I said to begin with,
there is so much more that can be said. But I hope I have given you a few
thoughts that have helped me ANCHOR my faith on the Word of God.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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CAN ANYBODY SEE GOD?

A small boy once approached his slightly alder sister with a question
about God.  “Susie, can anvbody ever really see God? he asked. Busy
with other things, Susie curtly replied: "No, of course not, sillv. God is
50 far up in heaven that nobody can see him.”

Time passed, but his question still lingered, so he approached his
mother: “Maom, can anvbody ever really see God 7™ "No, mot really,” she
gently said. "Ceod is a spirit and he dwells in our hearts, but we can
rever really see him."”

Somewhat satisfied but still wondering, the youngster went on his
wary. Not long afterwands, his saintly old grandfather took the little boy
on a fshing erip. The old man stopped fishing and temed his full
attention to the exquisite beauty unfolding betore him. the litthe boy
thought for a moment and finally spoke hesitatingly: “Granddad, I - T
wiksn b poing to ask anybody else, but T wonder if vou can tell me the
answer to something I've been wondering about a long time. Can
anybody, can anybody ever really see God?”

The old man did not even turn his head. A long moment slipped by
betore he finally answered. "5omn,” he quistly said. “Its getting so I can't
see anything else.” — Psalm 19:1-4

B ™

Just a minute
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vour salvation and make
e willing to cbey You,
Psalm,51: 12
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