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Could we with ink the ocean fill

And were the skies of parchment
made,

Were every stalk on earth a quill

And every man a scribe by trade,

To write the love of God above

Would drain the ocean dry,

Nor could the scroll contain the whole

Though stretched from sky to sky.
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The love of God is greater for

Than tongue or pen can ever tell,

It goes beyond the highest star,

And reaches to the lowest hell;

The guilty pair, bowed down with care,

God gave his son to win;

His erring child He reconciled

And pardoned from his sin.

Chorus : O love of God, how rich and
pure!

How measureless and storng!

It shall forever more endure

The saints” and angels song.

When years of time shall pass away
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And earthly thrones and kingdoms Fall,
When men, who here refuse to pray
On rocks and hills and mountains call
God’s love so sure, shall still endure
All measureless and strong
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race -
The saints’ and angels’ song.
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MEDITATIONS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

He Is Focused On
The Ultimate
Wedding

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

Can you please explain the Holy Spirit, how | might receive Him, and His
role in my life?

Answer:

This month, | want to wrap up my answer to this question on the Holy
Spirit. To be honest, as | look over my numerous thoughts that 1 have
written, my overwhelming feeling is one of incompleteness. But | am
completely okay with that, because meditating on the Holy Spirit is
meditating on our Infinite God, and describing the life of a person inhabited
by the Holy Spirit is like describing the wind (John 3:5).

But as | thought of what to write to wrap things up, | pondered on the
final and ultimate goal of the Holy Spirit. And for me, as I look farthest
into the Bible, I think about our future life after this here on earth is done
where we know Christ fully (what we also call eternity). With that end
point in mind, and as | think about the Holy Spirit’s primary work, | can’t
see anything more exciting than the final and ultimate wedding.

The Bible describes a wedding where Jesus is the Bridegroom and the
Church is the Bride. Now the Bible does indeed describe Jesus as the
Husband and the church as the wife (e.g. Ephesians 5:25-32). So there is
a sense in which God already sees Christ and the Church as being one.
There is a dual sense of “already is/not yet” in this imagery, since we’re
dealing with a God who is not bound by time. But | do believe that there
is going to be a real wedding feast in eternity, where there is the wedding
and the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:7-9).

So with that wedding in mind, | want to describe the Holy Spirit’s role in
preparing for it.

HE LABORS TO PREPARE A BRIDE

Revelation 22:17 - The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”” And let the one
who hears say, “Come.”” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one
who wishes take the water of life without cost.

This verse comes near the very end of the Bible. Revelation 22 is the last
chapter in the Bible, and this verse is one of the final few verses in this
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chapter. So after reading about the final days of this present earth, the
final judgment, and the new heaven and new earth in vivid detail, we are
left with the present work of the Holy Spirit with that end in mind. And the
call of the Holy Spirit is simple. It is a request to come to God.

But He is not alone in making the call. He stands alongside the Bride of
Christ. | see the Bride here to be a picture of the entire Bride of Christ.
She consists of every person who lives their lives on this earth with a
simple and pure devotion to Jesus Christ. This is the heart of the Bride
that qualifies her to be married to Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2-3).

So these two stand on the other side of this life, and give this simple but
clarion call to all of us: Come! All of us can easily say that this is simple
and easily understood.

But yet, we find from this verse that yet not everybody comes:

8 There are some who are so attracted by the things of this world
that they do not even hear the voice of the Spirit and the bride. These are
the people of whom John writes about in 1 John 2:15-17 — that they love
the world and the things of the world. For such people, John tells me that
the love of God is not in them at all. That is why we read that only those
who hear also say “Come.” These acknowledge the call they have heard.
The rest miss the call altogether, so they carry on in their addiction to this
world, and being enslaved by the ruler of this world.

8§ But then, even among those who hear the call to come, there are
some who do not end up coming because they are not truly thirsty. Such
people want Jesus as an accessory but not as a Bridegroom. They want
Jesus as a part-time convenient Friend to help them, but they don’t have
hearts that are constantly thirsty for more of His presence. They don’t
genuine enjoy and long for His company. Most of their days pass without
much thought for Him. Such people may clearly hear the Spirit’s and
Bride’s call. But they cannot come because they will simply not find the
need to drink of the water given to them — because they are not thirsty.

8 But there is also one more requirement for those who will fully
enter into the simple request to come. All who desire to come must wish
to take the water of life without cost. The complete absence of cost to the
water of life indicates an utter rejection of all one’s deeds (bad AND good)
as being at all useful to receive the water of life (see Philippians 3:7).
Some folks never receive the water of life because they think they’re not
good enough. Some others never receive the water of life because they
think they do have some good works that can serve as compensation for
the water of life. Both such kinds of people suffer from an underlying
problem — they don’t believe that the water of life comes without cost.
And so they miss out on being able to enter into the call of the Spirit and
the Bride.

But in spite of all these folks who miss out, it is of great
encouragement that there is a holy remnant of sincere people all
across the world that do end up coming. And such people come and
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drop off all that they have at the garbage dump outside. They know that
all the good and bad that they bring are useless. And this act only heightens
their sense of poverty and their thirst (in their hearts). So when they hear
the call of the Spirit and the Bride to come, they do come with their hearts
FULL of gratitude, and glad to receive the water of life that comes without
cost.

HE LABORS TO TRANSFORM US INTO THE IMAGE OF THE
BRIDEGROOM

2 Corinthians 3:18 - But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image
from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

As the people described above respond to the call of the Holy Spirit and
the Bride, they know that they are not coming just to be satisfied. There is
a satisfaction and rest that they obtain for sure, but there is a work that
must be done as well — to be transformed into the heart of the Bridegroom.

That is what we see in 2 Corinthians 3:18. The Spirit summons us to
come. And when we come, He shows us the tremendous glory of Jesus
— and He helps us see this as clearly as we see our face in a mirror. As |
wrote previously, He makes Jesus more and more special to us. And as we
behold the glory of the Lord, He comes as a Helper to slowly but surely
help us to be transformed into the same glorious image of our precious
Lord.

The Holy Spirit is the only one who can do this kind of transformation.
We might be able to become better people, and we might be able to reform
our character. But | don’t think ANY of us actually believe that we can
somehow transform ourselves to match the same glorious image of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Even the most proud Christian is probably not that
vain!!l So we need the Holy Spirit to do the transformation in us.

And we must also realize that it is only just and fair that the Bridegroom
get married to a Bride that is fit for Him. It is the Father’s great pleasure
to celebrate a wedding feast where the Bridegroom gets married to a Bride
that is fit for Him — a Bride that has been transformed into the same glorious
image as the Bridegroom Himself.

So the Holy Spirit and the Bride ask us to come. They want to take us to
see the glory of Jesus, and be transformed into His image. So when the
Holy Spirit convicts of sin, it is because He is longing to make us part of
Christ’s Bride. And when He comes as a fire to cleanse us of sin, He is
doing that to make us pure like Jesus is pure.

The Apostle John tells me the same thing. He says that when we see
Christ, we will be like Him. But the proof that this is our unmovable hope
is that we will purify ourselves just as Jesus Himself is pure (1 John 3:2-
3).

As we compare our lives to the purity of Jesus, we find that we need
much help to purify ourselves just as He is pure. So as we respond to the
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call of the Spirit and the Bride, we see that the Spirit is inviting us into a
walk with Him where He helps us purify ourselves.

So | hope that we will keep this goal of the Holy Spirit foremost in our
minds.

Let us never, ever lose sight of the marriage on the other side of this life.

Let us never, ever lose sight of the wonderful event that is going to
happen.

And let us always embrace the ministry of the precious third person of
the Trinity who only desires our very best.

So as | wrap up, let me summarize the 12 themes | sought to amplify
over the last year:

1. POWER TO BE A WITNESS FOR JESUS - Acts 1:8 and Acts 5:29-32
2. STAYING HONEST - THE IMPOSSIBILITY WITHOUT HIM
- Luke 1:30-40
3. STAING HUNGRY - YEARNING WITH INSATIABLE THIRST
- John 5:37-39
4, STAYING HUMBLE - COMPARING MYSELF ONLY TO JESUS
- Isaiah 66:1-2
5. THE VOICE OF GOD TO US - KNOWING GOD AS A DADDY
— Romans 8:16
6. A DOVE AND A FIRE - Matthew 3:16; Acts 2:3; Matthew 3:11-12
7. A HELPER WHO WASHES - Titus 3:5; John 14
8. A HELPER WHO GROANS - Romans 8:24-27
9. HE MAKES JESUS MORE AND MORE SPECIAL TO US-John 16:14
10. HE WANTS UNITY
a. HIS FRUIT - FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL - Galatians 5
b. HIS GIFTS - FOR THE CHURCH - 1 Corinthians 12;

Romans 12; Ephesians 4; Matthew 7
11. HE COMES TO DWELL (LIVE) WITHIN US-John 14:16,17;
1 Corinthians 6
12. HEISFOCUSED ON THE FINAL/ULTIMATE WEDDING

Dear brothers and sisters as fellow family members of God, | am
convinced more than ever that | have not provided an answer to the
question. But I hope if nothing else, | have provided some thoughts that
make you hungry and thirsty to know the precious Person of the Holy
Spirit. If so, I have done my job. Now you can go to God with this
hunger and thirst, and He will SURELY fill you with the Holy Spirit. Receive
Him right away by faith, just as children readily receive the bread and
water that their parents give them. He will change your life in an infinitely
more profound way than anything | could have possibly written.

And | sincerely pray that God will make this a reality for many in this
increasingly dark world.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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JIM ELLIOT & FOUR YOUNG MISSIONARIES

Philip James Elliot was born in Portland, Oregon, to Fred and Clara Elliot
Elliot's parents had firm Chiristian beliefs, and they raised their children according by,
taking them tochurch and readimg the Bible regularhy: Elliotprotessed faith in jesus
at the agpe of six and grew up ina home where obedience and honesty wene enforoed.
The Elliot parents encouraged their children to be adventurous, and encouraged
them to live for Christ”.

Ir 1941, Ellint entered Benson Polytechnic High School, studying architectural
drawing. There he participated in mumerous activities, including the school
tewspaper, the foctball team, schood plays and the public-speaking club. His acting
ability kel some Of the teachers in the schioos| to suggest that be pursue acting as 4
career, and his orkorical skillswere similarly lavded —after proparing and
aspeoch in honorof I'resident Franklin D Rooseselt bours after hisdeath, a faculty
memmber prvisod it

Elliust usec] has speaking abiliby regubarly: Aclassmate recounts howe Elliobquicted
fhw: Bible to thee president of the student body as explanation for his refusal toattend
aschool party,

For rrsst of Tis i, b chose the path of cel ey Docause e wanded bo et Gid
witth all e had. Uintl. Elizabetheame into his ke They fell in love, married, and
started a family ot long before fAying to Ecuadoran thelr mission.

OmSunday, January & 1956, Jim Elliot & four young missionaies flew indo the
Amazon jungle, MageSaint, Ed bMoCully, Peter Fleming, and Roger Youderian. They
landed at a rermsode chearing bo bring the gospel foihe Auca Indians,

The next day thedr bodies were found foating in the Curaray River, ambushed
by the very people they had come to share Christ's love,

Back m Oak Park, |linois, Dr TE MoCully was shaken by his son's death. But
he was also rooted in Christ's bove. A few davs after their deaths, T E MoCully
prayed, "Lord, ket me live lomg encugh boosee those fellows saved who killed our boy,
that Imay threw my anms anound them and tell them [ love them because they love
my Christ.” When he rose, tears ran down his cheeks.

In less than three yvears, Nate Saint's sister, Rachel, and Jim Elliot's widow,
Elisabeth, began their mimistry with the Aucas and many Aucas came to the Lord
Ni:wyema&erﬂunmrd-erufﬂmﬁvnmiﬁiﬂmﬂﬁ two of those who had killed
Mate Saint and his companions twio of Mate's children, Kathy and Stephen
Saint. In June 1995, Stephen Saint was called by the Aucas to assist in developing

their church leadership.

The Aucas abvays remembered those five strange white men who had been so
ki bestherm and hadd not tried tokill them. And soa pear Later vehen mone missionaries
triesc] again bo speak tothe Auces about Jesus, they wene ready tolisten.

Several of the men wheo had helped o kill Jim and his friends with their spears
runw became Christians




