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O Jesus, make thyself'to me
Aliving bright reality.

More present to faith’s vision keen
than any out ward object seen
More dear, more intimately rich
Than e’en the sweetest earthly tie.
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Receiving the
HOly Spil’it (Part-II)

Sandeep Poonen

Question:
Can you please explain the Holy Spirit, how I might receive Him, and His role
inmy life?

Answer:

This is a continuation of my answer to this question above. In fact, I hope to
spend the next several months, God willing, sharing different thoughts I have
based on my present understanding of the Holy Spirit.

At the end of the last article, I had mentioned that I would next talk about how
we can receive the Holy Spirit and have Him dwell in us. I want to begin to
describe that here.

If you remember, I had mentioned that the Holy Spirit has been given to us to
BE a witness of Jesus Christ. Near the end of that article, I had written: BEING
a witness of Jesus implies that our whole being (identity) exemplifies and
demonstrates the Person of Jesus.

Because we are under the New Covenant between God and man, we are all
asked to demonstrate the life of Jesus and BE His witnesses. But we can only
do this by the power of the Holy Spirit. I think all of us will quickly agree that
this is easily the ONLY WAY we will be able to demonstrate and evidence the
very holy life of Jesus through our corrupt selves.

So how can this life of Jesus be evidenced through our lives? Let me share
some things from the story of Mary. I hope you will follow me in the analogy I’d
like to make to Mary:

Mary was the person through whom the physical body of Jesus was birthed.
She is the only human being who carried the physical Jesus in her womb, and
through whom the physical life of Jesus began here on earth. But we can be
like Mary spiritually - in that we are asked to bear forth the spiritual life of
Jesus through us.
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So the good news for us began when God birthed the physical life of Jesus
through Mary 2000 years ago. The good news (gospel) continues now in that
God wants to birth the spiritual life of Jesus through us!

First of all, we must recognize that Mary was a corrupt and sinful human
being. She was not perfect - her heart too was exceedingly deceitful (Jeremiah
17:9). That should give the rest of us hope! But what was special about Mary
that made her a fitting vessel for the life of Jesus to be formed inside of her?
God specifically looked down upon His creation and specifically found Mary
to be the favored vessel to carry Jesus (Luke 1:30).

First, let us understand a couple of principles about the birth of Jesus. In
Matthew 1, Joseph wanted to put away Mary secretly because he had found
out that Mary was pregnant. But we read this in Matthew 1:20 - an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit.”

A. Jesus was formed in Mary’s womb by the Holy Spirit

Let’s be very clear - there were no birthing pills or yoga exercises or anything
else that could get the virgin Mary to birth Jesus. The Holy Spirit was absolutely
essential.

It was IMPOSSIBLE for Mary to bear Jesus without the Holy Spirit.

B. The Holy Spirit didn’tdo this alone. He worked with the womb of
Mary.

We must also recognize that the Holy Spirit did NOT do it all by Himself. The
womb of Mary was still an essential part of the Divine plan of God. Look, of
course, God the Father was FULLY CAPABLE of creating a body out of nothing
and placing the Person of Jesus in it. But it was part of God’s intentional plan
to PARTNER with humans.

God loves to partner with humans. Jesus could have created wine at the
wedding at Cana, but he worked with the servants to have them pour water into
the pots first. Jesus could have turned the stones into bread that fed 5,000
people, but He instead chose to multiply the 5 loaves and 2 fish offered by a
little boy.

So also, God could transform us into the image of Jesus in an instant - if He so
desired. But this is not what He wants. He longs to PARTNER WITH US to
work this miracle.
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So with that said, let us look at the story of Mary in Luke 1:26-38 and let me
share two valuable lessons from her story. If you have a Bible, read this passage
first. But these are two attitudes that must be present in us too...

1. Itis as impossible to BE a witness of Jesus, as it is for a virgin to have
ababy

Imagine for a second that I was to tell you that my sister was single, but was
pregnant, even though she had no interaction with or intervention by any man.
How would you react? You would probably laugh at me, maybe even in my
face. You would have a right to do so - because we all know that it is
IMPOSSIBLE for ANY woman to birth a child naturally without help from a
man. From biology, we know that the egg of a woman needs the sperm of a man
to fertilize the egg and begin the process of forming a child.

We see this little expression of Mary’s in Luke 1:34 - “How can this be, since
Lam avirgin?”

Now think about your desire to birth and bear forth the life of Jesus. Do you
realize the absolute impossibility of the command that we must BE witnesses of
Jesus, and have the life of Jesus flow through us? We too need to fully embrace
this attitude CONSTANTLY, as we read the daunting commands of Jesus.

How can it be, dear Lord, that I would not lust with my eyes?
How can it be, dear Lord, that I rejoice always?
How can it be, dear Lord, that I be anxious for nothing?

How can it be, dear Lord, that I live my life without fear?

This is too daunting an expectation, isn’t it? But if we are honest, we will
admit that it is very easy to pretend that Jesus has already been birthed in a
particular area. We think we have to somehow manufacture the life of Jesus by
ourselves. We are like those who pretend to have a baby - pushing around a
stroller, shopping for baby clothes, buying milk bottles, etc - everything that
actual mothers do. But when you look at what exactly they are dressing up and
pushing around in the stroller, you find out it’s just a doll.

So too, there can be Christians who pretend that to have the life of Jesus
formed in them. They pretend to have victory over some sin. Men can fool
even their wives for a while that they are spiritual. But sooner or later, the wives
discover that their husband’s minds still burn with lust, and turn to pornography
for their satisfaction. And they still have occasional fits of anger and rage. Or
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it can be the other way around too - the wife talks the talk, but still loves the
world system and the things of this world, and has NO PLANS to give it up.
Her entire mood is driven by what clothes she wears, whether her house is
perfect, and on and on. These are examples of people who are pretending to
have the life of Jesus birthed in them.

Some others may not pretend to be holy, but might pretend to have a sincere
desire to be holy. But they are not really serious. They are like women who
pretend to be pregnant - they stuff pillows under their dresses to fake it, hang
out with other real pregnant women, complain about morning sickness, etc.
But they’ll never go for a physical check-up, and they’ll never let others get
close enough to feel the baby kicking, because then they’ll be found out by the
doctor or by their friends as living a HUGE LIE.

In the same way, such Christians will sing with tears in their eyes that Jesus
is everything to them. But you look at their lives, and Jesus is just one small
part of their lives. They still love this world system and the things of this world.
Those close to them still see that they love the approval of people. They are
still controlled by their emotions - and not been able to get over their bad
moods. But they’ll never submit to somebody more spiritual to them, and ask
them for an honest spiritual checkup.

Let us not be like this. Instead, let us embrace a “How can this be” attitude of
impossibility - when it comes to birthing and bearing the life of Jesus.

If you read the passage in Luke 1, you see in verse 35 that God did make the
impossible happen: The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you,; and for
that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God.”

It was the Holy Spirit who made the virgin womb (which is absolutely incapable
of having a baby) nonetheless birth Jesus. In the same way, it is the Holy Spirit
who makes our corrupt selves (which is absolutely incapable of having the life
of Jesus) nonetheless birth the life of Jesus in us.

2. I am the Lord’s servant. May it be done according to God’s Word.

This is the other attitude of Mary that we must embrace. This is what Mary
said

There are some people who might keep confessing the impossibility of their
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being able to bear the life of Jesus through them. This honesty is crucial as I’ve
mentioned before.

But every statement of honesty MUST be coupled with a statement of faith.
I believe that the reason why so many sincere Christians who are honest and
humble never experience the Holy Spirit in their lives is that they don’t have the
faith like Mary did.

There is no spiritual virtue in honesty if it is not accompanied by faith.
God’s Word only works for those who are fully surrendered to the Lord. So if
God’s Word tells you that you are going to bring forth the life of Jesus through
the Holy Spirit, we say amen to that - even as we fully recognize how impossible
it is on our own (point 1).

The Holy Spirit makes the impossible! For nothing will be impossible with
God (Luke 1:37)!

This is the faith of Abraham that believed God for 25 years that he would
have be the father of a multitude - even though his wife was already 65 when
the promise was made. This is the faith of Joshua and Caleb that told the rest
ofthe 600,000 Israelites that the giants in Canaan could be defeated. This is the
faith of David - who unlike the rest of the Israelites that saw Goliath, refused to
stand down when a Philistine “should taunt the armies of the living God.” This
is the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that told King Nebuchadnezzar,
“even if God does not deliver us out of the blazing fire, we are not going to
serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

Look at your present situation and the area that you think it’s impossible to
be a witness for Jesus. Is it as impossible as a 85 year old woman having a
baby? Is it as impossible as a virgin having a baby? Well, then we have
examples for the faith we must have too.

So I hope we will meditate on this incredible story of Mary 2000 years ago -
and learn from her immense honesty AND faith. And may we approach the God
of Mary in the same way - knowing that it is impossible to live this Christian life
without the Holy Spirit’s help, but also reaching up to God in full confidence
that He will give us what we need and help us.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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26 ARMED GUARDS

ﬁ.mis.siunar}rm'u furfough told this troe story while visiting his honse
church in Michigan...

While serving at a small field hospital in Africa, every two weeks I
traveled by bicycle through the jungle to nearby dty for supplies. This
wis a jourmey of two days and required camping overnight at the
haltway point. On one of these journeys. 1 arrived in the city where 1
planned to collect money from a bank, purchase medicine and supplies,
and then begin my two-day journey back to the field hospital.

Lipon armival in the city, 1 observed bvo men fighting, one of wham
had been seriously injured. I breated him for his injuries and at the same
tirme witnessed to him of the Lord Jesus Christ, | then traveled bwvo days,

camping overnight, and arrived home without incident.

Twa weeks later 1 repeated my journey. Upon arr ving in the city, T
was approached by the young man [ had treated. He told me that he
had known 1 carried money and medicines. He said, "Some friends and
I followed vou into the fungke, knowing vou would camp overnight.
We planmed 8o kill you and take yvour money and drugs. But just as we
weere abotit to move inko Your camp, we saw that you were surnounadesd
by 26 armed guards.” At this 1 laughed and said that T was certainly all
alone out In that fungle campsite. The young man pressed the point, 26
puards, "My Hve friends also saw thems and we all courvbed them. Tt was
becayse of those guards that we were afraid, and left you alone.”

Al this point in the sermaon, one of the men in the congregation
jumped tohis feet and interrupted the missionary and asked if he could
tell hvirn the exact day that this happened. The missionary told the church
congregation the date, and the man wiso interrupted told him ghis stary:
"One the night of your incident in Africa, it was morming here and Twas
preparing to go play golf. I was about to putt when I felt the urge to
pray for you_ In fact, the urging of the Lord was so strong, I called mven
in this church to meet with me here in the sanctuary b0 pray for you.
Would all of those men who met with me on that day stand op?” The
men who had met together to pray that day stood up. The missionary
wasn | concermned with who they were—he was to busy counting how
many men he saw. There were 26.



