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[In shady, green pastures, so rich
and so sweet

God leads his children along

Where the waters cool flow bathes
the weary one’s feet,

God leads his children along

Some through waters, some
through flood,

Some through fire, but all through
blood,

Some through great sorrow, but
God give a song

In the night season and all the day
long.

Some times in the mount where the
sun shines so bright

God leads his children along

Some times in the valley, in the
darkest of night

God leads his children along.

Though sorrows bet all us evils
oppose, God leads his dear children
along,

Through grace we can conquer,
defeat all our foes

God leads his dear children along.

Away from the mire, and away from
the clay.

God leads his dear children along

Away up in glory, eternity’s day

God leads his dear children along.]
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Immediately after the fund
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You can directly remit the subscription at ELS Book Shop,
\Kesavadasapuram, Thiruvananthapuram-4

( “Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’. )
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677
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Youth Section

MEDITATIONS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

A Dove and
=== A Fire

.t
Sandeep Poonen

Question:

Can you please explain the Holy Spirit, how | might receive Him, and His role in
my life?

Answer:

This month, | want to talk about the two visual symbols with which the
Holy Spirit appeared to us, and what we can learn about Him from these symbols.
Now, there are several other symbols that are associated with the Holy Spirit in
the Bible (e.g. water, oil, etc). But here, | want to simply talk about the two
symbols that we physically SEE when the Holy Spirit came to rest upon people
in the New Testament.

| first want to say that | have heard several stories of the Holy Spirit appearing
nowadays as gold dust, feathers, etc. For myself, | pay NO attention to this
because | see no evidence of this in the Bible. So | hope that you too will pay
no attention to all such evidences, but that you will pay attention to the symbols
for the Holy Spirit that the Bible gives us.

THE SYMBOL OFADOVE: The Holy Spiritcomes to bring peace between
God and us

The very first symbol that the Holy Spirit used to appear to humans in the
New Covenant was as a dove Who rested on Jesus as He came up out of the
waters of baptism. Matthew 3:16 - After being baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him

The dove is a symbol of peace - and is at the core of the message that God
wants to bring to ALL humans. God’s message is now for more than just the
Israelites, who were favored in the Old Covenant. God’s truth is now available
to EVERY SINGLE race, culture, and ethnicity. There is NOBODY who is
exempted from being able to gain access to the promises of God.

As we read the Old Testament, we see what a unique place the Israelites had
in God’s plan. Because God only breathed on humans when He created us,
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only humans have been created with a longing for Him. But among all the
cultures that existed in the Old Testament times, God chose only the descendants
of Abraham, lIsaac, and Jacob to receive the commands and instructions from
God. They alone were told by God Himself on how to be pleasing to Him. No
other person and no other culture in the Old Testament times were given this
revelation.

But something changed when Jesus died, rose again, and gave us His Holy
Spirit. By the Holy Spirit that came to dwell within us, people of every race and
nation were now able to be cleansed from all sin, and even be joined together
into the Body of Christ (Ephesians 2:11-22). So now, there is no special
distinction anymore for one group of humans. Every human is now the same,
with EQUAL opportunity to enter God’s presence.

This is unbelievably good news, that some of us who have been Christians
for a while can so easily forget. So it is good for us to often remember this
symbol of the Holy Spirit - one who brings peace. He is a bearer of PEACE who
tells us that we don’t need to run away from God. No! Because of Christ, we
can be at peace with God, and draw near to Him - so near that we interact with
Him as a loving Daddy, and are fully united with His first-born Son Jesus Christ.
Now, that’s a kind of peace that nobody in the world can ever manufacture!

THE SYMBOL OF FIRE: The Holy Spirit comes as an unquenchable fire
to purge us of all sin

Acts 2:3 - And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each one of them

When the Holy Spirit came to first dwell among humans in the New Covenant
(on the day of Pentecost), he rested on each individual one of them as a tongue
of fire. Just as the Holy Spirit RESTED on Jesus as a dove, the Holy Spirit
RESTED on each person on the day of Pentecost as a tongue of fire.

This is also a necessary work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit desires to
rest upon us as a symbol of fire over our lives - because He comes to utterly
consume and burn up every last sin that lies within us. The Holy Spirit didn’t
have to rest on Jesus as a fire, because Jesus had no sin within Him. But for
every one of us, the symbol of fire is crucial for us.

See these words uttered by John the Baptist about Jesus. Matthew 3:11-
12 - As for me, | baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming
after me is mightier than I, and |1 am not fit to remove His sandals; He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand,
and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His
wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.

The Holy Spirit here again is associated with fire - and specifically as an
unguenchable fire.

Now, if we read this passage carefully, we see that the immersion by fire is
for the chaff to be burnt up. So please note that God does not want all of us to
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be fully burnt up. No, He loves us tremendously, more than we can ever
imagine. And precisely because of His great love for us, He wants to burn up
those things from us that cannot co-exist with Him. And the only thing that
cannot co-exist with God is our sin. So sin is what needs to be burnt up.

Sininour lives is just like the chaff that covers the wheat grain and prevents
the grain from being able to bear fruit. Only as the chaffs that cover the wheat
grains are removed can the wheat grains fall into the ground and even one day
bear fruit. Otherwise, the chaff becomes like a shell that covers the wheat grain
and prevents it from growing.

But we might ask, isn’t it good enough that the chaff just be removed from
the wheat and be set aside (maybe for the animals to eat it)? NO! There is
absolutely NO USE for the sins that inhabit us. Yes, Jesus wants to separate us
from every sin. But He is so brutally opposed to these sins that He even wants
to burn them up with an unquenchable fire.

So the question | ask myself and you is whether we still desire the Holy
Spirit - even when He says that He must come as an unguenchable fire that
burns up ALL sin within us. Will we still fully embrace the Holy Spiritand even
invite Him to every area of our lives - so that He can brutally burn up any sin
that gets in the way of allowing us to bear fruit for Him?

Now, those of us who have been Christians for a while know that some of
our sins don’t go away easily. It is not easy to give up some sins that cling
close to us and that have been sources of comfort and pleasure to us for many
years, maybe even decades. So it is good for us to remind ourselves that the
Holy Spirit comes as a fire - because not only does He want to be free from
those sins, He wants to even take them and utterly burn them up.

Just imagine if we all had this attitude of a fire burning up all the sins within
ourselves (not the sins of others most of all, mind you). Imagine if the world
around us could see that we were passionate that every sin within us be burnt
up! Think for a moment about those sins that give us temporary pleasure - like
our fits of anger, our sexual lusts, our thinking evil and judgmental thoughts
about others, etc. Imagine if we hated them SO MUCH that we persistently
longed and cooperated with the Holy Spirit for these sins to be completely
burnt up. | truly believe that this is God’s intention in giving us the Holy Spirit.
He desires that our hatred for all our sins would increase day by day, and
especially year by year!

| pray that God helps us be Christians who truly and fully embrace the Holy
Spirit as He chose to evidence Himself to us - as a dove that seeks to bring
complete peace between God and us, and as an unquenchable fire that seeks to
burn up every last sin that dwells within us.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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REALLY POOR

In his book Philosophical Fragments’, Kierkegaard explains
the meaning of Christs emptying himself with a simple story.

A king falls in love with a humble maiden. How should the
king declare his love with a humbie maiden? How should the
king declare his love to her? Should he elevate her to his level?
Should he show himselt ta her in all his kingly glory? If he were
to do so, he would totally overwhelm her. And suppose she
were to respond to the king's love, would there not always linger
in the king’s mind the suspicion that it was not he whom she
loved but his power and riches?

To get arcund this problem, the king might disguise himself
ag a beggarand so approach the gid. But this would introduce a
new problem. Suppose that as beggar he managed to win her
love, she wotld then love a beggar and not a king,.

S0 the only salution is for the king actually to become a beggar,

not merely to pretend to be one, and so seek to win the maiden's
love.

This iz what happened when Christ emptied himself and
became a human being. He actually became something that he
had never been before: poor. That is why God made him so rich
afterward.
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