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Quam):

When the trumpetofthe Lord shall sound, and
the time shall benomore,

And the morning breaks, eternal,
bright and fair;

When the saved of earth shall gather
over on the other shore,

And theroll is called up yonder, I'll be
there
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On that bright and cloudless morning
when the dead in christ shall rise,

And the glory ofhis resurrection share;

When his chosen ones shall gather to
their home beyond the skies,

Andtherollis called up yonder I’ll be
there.

Let us labor for the Master
from the dawn till setting sun,

Letus talk of all his wonderous
love and care;

Then when all of life is over,
and our work on earth is done,

And theroll is called upyonder
I'll be there.
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Note:

/ . . . \
‘Now, you can pay your subscription, online!’.
Jeevamozhikal - Direct Fund transfer Details

Account Name: JEEVAMOZHIKAL

Account No. : 67074193088

Bank & Branch: SBT, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam
Bank IFSC CODE : SBTR0000677

Immediately after the fund transfer, kindly email to
jeevamozhikal@gmail.com with the transaction details, your
address, phone number and the subscription reference number.

You can directly remit the subscription at ELS Book Shop,
\Kesavadasapuram, Thiruvananthapuram-4
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Youth Section

MEDITATIONS ON THE HOLY SPIRIT

He Makes Jesus

More and More
Special To Us

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

Can you please explain the Holy Spirit, how I might receive Him, and His role
in my life?

Answer:

I want to talk about the BIGGEST testament of the Holy Spirit’s role in my
life. But I want to make it clear that I do not mean to unduly elevate this above
the many different aspects and roles of the Holy Spirit. But to me, from my
personal testimony, I have found this particular role of the Holy Spirit to be the
most precious. I have found this role of the Holy Spirit to be the one that is the
persistent questiOn of whether the Holy Spirit is fully present in me.

And I get this role of the Holy Spirit from John 16:14 — He will glorify Me,
for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you. So very simply, this is the
Holy Spirit’s most basic role in my life: He makes Jesus More and More
Special to Me.

At the end of the day, I believe that the essence of Christianity that is
different from all other religions and worldviews is the Person of Jesus. It is
Jesus, and who He is, and what He did, and what He desires from us, that
causes us to call ourselves Christians.

Yet, the sad reality is that even many sincere Christians so often reduce the
Person of Jesus to facts about Jesus. I don’t know about you, but even so
many of my Christian activities did not result in a greater knowledge of the
Person of Jesus. I could preach sermons, I could debate competently on the
validity of the Christian worldview, and I could even get others to agree with
what I believed from time to time.

But there was not a growing adoration of the Person of Jesus. Sure, I became
more and more secure in my point of view. I became more and more satisfied
that I was truly on the right track, and comforted myself that I was not going to
go to hell. But my relationship with the Person of Jesus Himself? He had not
grown significantly more special to me.

Now I am not saying that I was no longer a Christian or had lost my salvation.
I am not saying that the Holy Spirit was not present within me at all. But what
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I'am saying is that I was definitely limiting the Holy Spirit’s intentions for me.
The Holy Spirit surely desires that we be absolutely holy. But He doesn’t want
us to be holy as stand-alone creatures. And neither does He desire holiness by
any possible means. He is very specific about how we become holy. We
become holy by having Jesus be so very precious to us —that we lose more and
more of our desire to do anything that displeases Him. This is a holiness that
comes more and more naturally, and out of a deep adoration from Jesus.

So let me give you the way [ would answer somebody who asks me whether
I have the Holy Spirit richly dwelling within me:

I would ask myself whether in the past few days and weeks, I have found the
Person of Jesus to be as precious and enjoyable to me. So it would be evidenced
by things such as:

> I enjoy Jesus and I value His opinion
> I value the things that He values
> What makes Him sad, increasingly makes me sad

So if these things are STILL true in my life today, then I know that the Holy
Spirit has freedom to do His work in my life.

I think this is something where ALL of us can see our own lack. I believe that
this is one way in which we as Christians are supposed to “judge ourselves”
and not think of ourselves as being above others. If we are open to the Holy
Spirit every day, He will show us ways in which we are people in need of a
greater love for Jesus ourselves. And it will create in us an inner divine humility
and compassion. We will increasingly hate every form of sin, but yet we will
also have a heart that increases in love towards every single person in the
world.

But let me come back to something I said earlier. 1 don’t want people to
condemn themselves by what I have written. I believe that the Holy Spirit is
given freely by the Father to those who are sincere in their desire, hungry in
their intent for Him, and recognize their need for Him. But we do many things
to QUENCH the Holy Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19).

Since we live in this world that is run by the devil, he operates with a
completely different spirit than the Holy Spirit (see Ephesians 2:2). So we have
a fight on our hands so as not to allow the spirit of this world QUENCH the
Holy Spirit within us.

And let me share with you a few PRACTICAL ways in which I see the spirit
of this world quenches the Holy Spirit within us:

> A strong fascination with money/career/earthly talents, and taking
lightly the stern warnings in the Bible against the desires for riches and wealth

> Being ruled and driven by our sexual urges, and disregarding the
strong warnings in the Bible against all sorts of immorality

> An unhealthy view of our body, that results in being discouraged and
depressed over the way we look, an insistence to be immodest in dress, abusing
food, and an overall inappropriate value in the way we look

> Friendships with people who love the things of this world. These
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could even be people who call themselves Christians, but who don’t
passionately love Jesus. But I think we all probably know how our passionate
love for Jesus has been dulled by friends who are not devoted to Jesus.

I am sure there are many more ways, but these are some of the ways in which
I believe WE quench the Holy Spirit. And I believe that beneath all of these
ways is a cry and groan within ourselves to be significant, to be important, to
be relevant, and to be loved.

So I do not want to diminish these groans. These are deep, deep groans that
come from within us. And the world shows us ways by which we can gain
significance and relevance, so we live our lives trying to pursue these ways.

But I will tell you the answer that I have found (and am growing in) through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit: As I mentioned last month, I have found that the
Holy Spirit is also one who groans for me, but He groans with great hope
(perseverance and eagerness), always hopeful. And in addition, from what I
have written here above, the Holy Spirit also longs to TAKE ME TO JESUS.
And the reason He takes me to Jesus is because I AM significant to Jesus, I
AM important and relevant to Jesus, and I AM infinitely loved by Jesus.

This is the journey I am on. This is the fight that [ am choosing to fight. I
have had to give up fighting many other fights that other Christians choose to
fight. Because the fight that is most important to me is the fight to maintain my
identity WITH Christ. I have found that this is a most precious fight, because
the Holy Spirit is a more than able Helper to me in this fight, and fighting this
fight wins me a deeper friendship with Jesus.

For those of you who are fighting to know the depth of God’s love for you, I
want to give you some verses that have helped me:

Psalm 139:17-18
Isaiah 49:13-16
Jeremiah 29:11-13
Jeremiah 31:3-4
Zephaniah 3:17
Ephesians 3:14-21

VVVVVYVYY

Now there is nothing magical about these verses. You may read these verses
and find nothing special. But I urge you to read them slowly. Write them out
and put them in your purse or in your car. Put it on the desktop of your
computer, and keep reminding yourself of these verses. I am absolutely
convinced that like me, you too will discover great security and strength in
these verses.

I pray that this will sink deep within us, and cause us to continue to draw
closer to Jesus through the ministry of the Holy Spirit

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

When the public schools of Mew Orlgans were integrated undes oourt
order in 180, four sik-vear-old black f1r'|5I wiere selected Eo break the immoral
barrier thial had Been buill over generations o keep white and black children
apart, Thres werne assigned o one scthoal, and Ruby Bridges was sent alone
to Frants Elementary School. How was a littke girl supposed to deal with
sich temsion?

She was escorbed to and from school each day by federal marshals for
her protection. She had o run the gauntlet of taunts, curses, and threats
from adults as she armived and left each day. ¥White parents took their child ren
out of Frante, and Ruby was the only child i Miss Horley's first-grade clas.

Crr. Robert Coles is a child psychiatrist who studied Ruby's experience.
Hi= wrizibad writh H‘ul:n.' and her family brice every week. He inferviewead iz
Hurley aboat her pupil, To his amazement, Ruby was sheeping soundly every
might, -t'..'||.1|:|z.lI well, amd pla Fing with I:Ivl‘lﬁ_hl:il:lrhliluﬂ children as beforse. “You
know, 1 don't understand this child,” said her teacher, "She seems so happy.
She comes here 0 cheerfulhe”

e 'rnnrnmg Mliss Hurlew was W.'II‘rh:n'lF' RBubty walk btoward the school.
Suddenly the litihe girl stopped right im the middle of the SCTERIN NG, peering
e, Tmng all those angry people, her lips started movimg, Miss Florley
thoughi she was talking (o them. She wondered what Ruby mighl be sayving
to people who seemed ready o Kill ber. The marshals tried Lo move her into
the building, But she wouldn't budee undil she fAndshed what she was saving.

hiiss Hurley asked her later what had ha.ppl:nl:d.. and Ruby explained. "1
wasn't talking to those people,” Eh»e 5.1i-.1 “l was praying. | was prayimg for
them " You see, every moming Buby had stopped a kew blocks from her
school ta pray for the people w]t:rr- hated her, That morming she had forgotten
until she was already on the sdewalk in the middle of the angry adulis,

Here is what she prayved twice a day, before and after school. "Please,
Cioicl bry b dorgive Elicr e peaple. Becanse even if ihl:'-. sy those bad things,
they dom't know what they e doing. So you could forgive them, just like you
did those fodks a oy Gme ago when they said terrible things abwmt VUL,

Do you hawve saome tough situations o face Bhis week? Have to deal with
some unpleasant people? Have to confrong people who are unkind or unfair?
Let us trv Euby's method and remember that Jesas said of litthe children,
“OF such {5 the Kingdom of heaven.”

Just a minute
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