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HYPOCRISY AND SPIRITUAL PRIDE

Hypocrisy: To be a hypocrite is to give others the impression that we
are holier than we actually are. It is the same as being false or telling a lie.
Jesus pronounced a curse on hypocrites seven times in Matt. 23:13-29. Itis
possible to tell a lie without even opening our mouths. Ananias lied to the
Holy Spirit without saying a word - when he pretended to be a wholehearted
disciple of Jesus (Acts 5:1-5).

Jesus told the Pharisees that their inner life was "full of self indulgence"
(Matt. 23:25) - which meant that they lived only to please themselves. Yet
they gave others the impression that because they knew the Scriptures
well and fasted and prayed and tithed their income, they were holy. They
appeared very pious externally. They prayed lengthy prayers in public,
but they did not pray at length in private - just like many today. It is
hypocrisy if we praise God only on Sunday mornings but do not have a
spirit of praise in our hearts at all times.

God looks at our hearts. The wise virgins had a hidden reserve of oil in
their vessels while the foolish ones had only enough to light their lamps
externally and have a good testimony before men (Matt. 25:1-4).

When we hear of a Christian leader suddenly falling into adultery, we
must realize that that was no sudden fall but the final result of a long period
of unfaithfulness in his inner life. He was a hypocrite for long!

Spiritual Pride: Spiritual pride is the most common sin to be found
among those who pursue after holiness, We all know the parable of the
self-righteous Pharisee who despised others even in his prayer (Luke 18:9-
14)! Tt is more than likely that 90% of all prayers offered in public by
believers are primarily meant to impress others who are listening and not
prayed to God at all. The Pharisee in the parable may not have been evil
like other sinners in his external life. But Jesus hated the pride with which
he thought of his spiritual activities and with which he despised others. It
is spiritual pride that makes believers constantly judge other believers.

The tax collector, however, who saw himself as THE sinner - worse
than all others - was accepted by God. All who have come face to face with
God will have seen themselves at some time, as the chief of sinners.

Jesus taught that the greatest person in heaven would be the humblest
(Matt. 18:4). The greatest virtue found in heaven is humility. We see in the
book of Revelation that all those who receive crowns in heaven are quick
to cast them down before the Lord acknowledging that He alone deserves
every crown (Rev. 4:10, 11).

Jesus said that even if we managed to obey EVERY SINGLE
commandment of God, we would still be unprofitable servants who have
not done anything more than what was expected of us (Luke 17:10)
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BROKEN
BECAUSE OF
SIN

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

| am completely broken in my life. | have been in awonderful church
since childhood but | feel like I have not made any spiritual progress after
al these years. | am involved in many church activities, and | am really
good at putting on a good show, but | still am defeated in sin and simply
not able to grow in Christ. Can you please give me some advice?

Answer:

Thank you for your email. | am sorry to hear your situation. | myself
can relate to what you have written because | also grew up in awonderful
church but took many years to spin out of the constant up-and-down
cyclein my Christian life. So | can understand what you write about.

There is much that can be said. But let me share with you a couple of
thoughts:

1. Inour Christian walk, wemust KEEPSAYING“NO” TO SIN:

It's as simple as that. I’m not sure what specific sins you especially
struggle with, but it doesn’t matter one sin from another. We are each
tempted to sin by various different things. But for each and every temptation
for every person, we are tempted ONLY AFTER it has passed through
God's filter of whether we can handle it.

1 Corinthians 10:13 — No temptation has overtaken you but such asis
common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
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beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of
escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.

Read that carefully. God tells me clearly that He only alows us to be
tempted based on what each of usindividualy can handle. And then, He
always designs a way of escape for every temptation (see that “no
temptation” at the beginning). So we have to come to see this as a fact:
Every temptation to sin comes with a way of escape. If we choose not to
look for and take the way of escape, we will surely fall. And it is only
because WE don't take the escape that we fall into sin.

2.  Don’'t beat yourself about this fact. Instead focus on making
Jesus your only God

Based onwhat | have writtenin 1 above, you can seethat it iSALWAY S
our fault when we sin. When we come to God with a sincere desire to
follow Him in full surrender, God freely gives us His Holy Spirit to show
us the way of escape. So it is 100% our fault when we don’t listen to the
Holy Spirit telling us the way of escape, but we choose to do what we like
and enjoy. He quietly tellsus, “Don’t say that,” “Don’t click on that link,”
“Don’'t talk to that person,” etc. But we know how often we ignore that
voice and just do what we want because it is enjoyable.

Now accepting that we are 100% at fault can get us very discouraged.
We can be tempted to feel horrible that we are no good and that we might
as well give up because we just cannot live up to the high standard of
consistent victory over sin. But discouragement is not a solution. The
Holy Spirit convicts us of our sins, because He never wants us to find
excuses for our sins. But the conviction of sinisnot the solution; it isjust
the first step.

But what then isthe solution? Conviction of sinislike asurgeon cutting
aperson up to reveal the cancer within. What is the way to healing? The
very next verse has a wonderful answer for me: 1 Corinthians 10:14 —
Therefore, my beloved, flee fromidolatry.

That word “therefore” connects this verse 14 with verse 13. So Paul
tells me in verse 14 what to focus on if | were to always find the way of
escape. Anditisthis. FLEE FROM IDOLATRY.

Those of us who grew up in India are quite familiar with idols. We
grew up with idols at so many street corners and homes. But idolatry for
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the Christian is not just worshiping physical idols. There are several idols
that we as Christians still keep — not idols made of stone or wood, but
based on our background, based on our passion and desires and interests.

Maybe the opinion and approval of our friends or family isan idol.
Maybe a particular habit isan idol.

Maybe a particular friendship isanidol.

And so on...

Anidol isanything that prevents usfrom bowing down and surrendering
totally to Jesus and worshiping Jesus as God, because it seeks to subtly
control us and be like a god to us.

So how can you get better at saying “no” to sin? By fleeing from all
idols and focusing on Jesus being your God.

And what does that practically ook like? Doing thingslikethis:

1 Renew your mind to seeing Jesus as your God (thinking about
what God actually means)

2  Readthe gospels and study thelife of Jesus—and make Him your
idol (your real hero).

3  “Hee" to Jesusagain and again (fleeing FROM other idols means
fleeing TO Jesus), and work on building your friendship with Jesus. He is
areal Person who is alive, so learn to talk to Him as you would a real
person.

So don’'t give up. Don’t lose heart. Jesus gave Hislife to save you, so
you are precious in His eyes. He knew in advance how we would turn
away from Him again and again. But He still chose to die for us. He did
that because we were worth it; and He does not lose hope that we will
learn to be faithful to Him over time.

Jesus is looking for endurance and perseverance. These are critical
virtuesthat every Christian must have. Sowhat if you' vefallen athousand
times? Keep getting up and return to Him and His infinite love (never
forget that the Father is like the father in the story of the prodigal son —
Luke 15).
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