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S5 e OF GOD'S LOVE

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

I used to have a strong devotion to the Lord some time ago, but I
seem to have lost it somehow and don't seem to know God’s love.
What should | do?

Answer:

Last month, | responded to this question by looking at Romans 5:8 -
But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us. | need to live as one who has personally
seen the demonstration of God’s love for me, rather than one who
simply has an explanation of God’s love.

I want to stay with this verse again this month and share another
thought from it that has blessed me.The second half of this verse tells
me that “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” And | want to
underline that phrase, “while we were yet sinners.”

I have found that after being a Christian for a while, | can instinc-
tively know about God's continuing forgiveness because of what Jesus
sacrificed for us. So I can quickly reassure myself that | do not have to
bear the shame and guilt of sin because of Christ. But what is often
lost is the wonder and beauty of that reality. So I find that | need to
constantly meditate and ponder and marvel at the amazing love of
God.

So here in Romans 5:8, | find that the word “sinner” first needs some
to be understood. For many, saying that | am a sinner is very similar to
saying that 1 am human. But | must recognize that there’'s a HUGE
distinction between the two. Adam and Eve were created by God as
humans, and God was pleased with what He made (Gen 1:31). Also,
Jesus Christ was fully God and fully human for 33+ years, and He was
pleasing to God. But being a sinner is something altogether different.
God and sin simply cannot co-exist, and so when we have sin in us, we
simply cannot stand in God’s presence.
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So we must remember that being a sinner automatically and imme-
diately separates us from God, while being a human doesn’t automati-
cally separate us from God.

Here are other words used that describe this state of being a sinner:
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds (Colossians
1:21).This comes closer to describing my state. These are words that
better describe my pathetic situation before Christ.

So Romans 5:8 tells me that IT WAS WHILE | WAS STILL IN THIS
AWFUL STATE, when | was still hostile and alienated from God, that
God demonstrated His love to me. He sent His Son Jesus to die for me
back then, so that | need no longer be alienated from Him.

And what really stands out to me is the EXTENT TO WHICH GOD
PURSUED me. God loved and sacrificed that which was closest
to Him back when | was His enemy!

This is very important for me to always remember, because there can
be circumstances in life that make me wonder if God is in control. And
there are times when | can wonder how a God who is my Father could
allow some really bad things to happen.

When | am troubled by such thoughts, I must remind myself of this
truth: When | was hostile towards God and completely alienated from
Him, this very God gave His Son to die for me and thereby establish
reconcile me to Him. So no matter how absent God might feel in the
moment right now, | can absolutely trust His heart towards me. If God
gave His Son so freely and completely for me back when | was
His enemy, | can be absolutely confident of His love for me
now even if 1 don’t feel it or understand it.

Romans 8:31 says that “If God is for us, who can be against us?’ But
to what extent is God for us? Paul tells me how much in the very next
verse (v32): He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over
for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? And in
this passage, Paul also tells me that nothing on this earth (no circum-
stance, nobody else, no evil spirit, etc.) can separate me from God’s
love: For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (v38-39).

I don't know where some of you are right now. May be there are
doubts about God’s love that have crept in. | hope then that you can be
encouraged that back when you were God’s enemy and alienated from
Him, HE reached out to you and HE sacrificed His most precious Son so
that you could be reconciled to Him. Your God is very much on your
side, no matter what your circumstances and your feelings say. May the
Lord will bring comfort and strength through this truth.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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A SUPERNATURAL SHAKING

David Wilkerson

According to Hebrews, the sole reason Jesus will pour out His Spirit
in these last days is to shake up God's house. Everything that is
unholy, unclean or of flesh will be shaken, swept up, wiped out.

Our ministry receives heartrending letters from precious saints who
grieve over what they see happening in their churches. There is a
constant clamor for “new works,” and horrendous things are being
introduced daily—fleshly manifestations, foolish practices. One person
writes that every week his church features punk rock concerts, with
performers who look and act like secular, devil-influenced groups. Still
others write of empty, dry, permissive preaching.

| tell you, all that is about to change. The Lord is going to speak
powerfully, exposing everything that is false. How will this shaking and
exposing happen? It will happen through a man—lJesus! He vows to
speak to all who are living in sin, disobedient, clinging to things His
word has condemned. And His voice will be unmistakably clear.

First, He will speak tenderly to every backslider who has strayed,
saying, “Why have you not listened to My plea for you to return? Why
have you turned a deaf ear to My call to repent and be restored? Come
to Me now, before your life is shaken to the foundation.”

Jesus will also speak to godly men and women who pursue truth,
purity and holiness. Even now He is raising up a people whose hearts
have received His shaking, convicting word. They are shut in with the
Lord—and He is going to give them power to speak for Him.

So, how will the Lord speak to you? Are you receiving His word of
shaking, allowing it to work in your heart? Or are you living a double
life—still indulging in fornication, adultery, hatred, bitterness? If you
claim, “Christ is my Lord,” yet still have hidden sin in your life, you can
know you'll hear Him say, “Why haven’t you come back to My grace?
Why have you continually rejected it2 You've heard My loving call and
tasted my loving-kindness yet you're going your own way. Why?2”

Here is the good news: This supernatural shaking—God's
housecleaning, in both the nation and the church—will result in an
unshakable foundation. It will produce a holy, pruned
church—boasting a remnant of saints who walk in the fear of God and
the righteousness of Christ. °
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