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Question:
Can you give me a summary of the teachings of Jesus?

Answer:

This is a really hard question, be-
cause there is no good answer. Jesus
has the words of eternal life — how can
one possibly summarize it. But as |
thought about this question, | was re-
minded of the Sermon on the Mount
in Matthew 5-7. It is probably the
most famous sermon of all time. It’s
not a long sermon — it probably takes
20 minutes from start to finish. But it
is packed with a heavy concentration
of truth. And init, I think we see many
distinctives of the message of Jesus
summarized in one discourse.

So | thought I would try to sum-
marize the Sermon on the Mount in
ordinary language. | wrote it in the
form of a letter from God PERSON-
ALLY to me — because that’s how |
see God’s Word. It’s not a set of edicts
and commands; it’s a letter written by
the God who is love. | will split it up
over the next few months. | hope that
my personal paraphrase will bring
fresh meaning to passages that we
might already know.

MY PARAPHRASE ON THE SER-
MON ON THE MOUNT

I am Love. Love is not something
I do. Itissimply who I am. So when

Youth Section

THE SERMON

0N THE MOLINT

Sandeep Poonen

I write this letter to you, it is “Abso-
lute Love” speaking. It’s not like any-
body else you’ve imagined or been
told. So when you read things here
that are difficult for you to embrace,
please remember that | am Love, and
I always and only speak in Love...
BLESSED:

I want to tell you how to be really
happy. People all over the world are
pursuing happiness; some even have
it written in the constitution of their
government. Well, I’m going to give
you the secret to happiness. Remind
yourself of this every time you see a
commercial or hear others talk about
their lives. You may think that their
vacations or fancy houses or corpo-
rate success will make you happy. But
you’ll be wrong. What | am going
to tell you is the only sure-fire way
to happiness. Trust me, | know since
I made you!!!

So | hope you will believe Me and
stop searching for happiness else-
where. 1’m going to spell it out here...

Matthew 5:3- POOR IN SPIRIT

THEIRS IS THE KINGDOM OF
HEAVEN

First and foremost, you must un-
derstand that there is one place where
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YOUTH SECTION

everybody is happy - and that is
heaven. So who populates heaven
with Me? Heaven is filledwith people
who always realize their great need
and lack. They recognized that they
didn’t have a clue on how to do things
the right way.

This is very different from how the
earth operates. On earth, nations and
governments welcome and attract
those who have a lot to give (i.e., have
a lot to offer). Not so in heaven.
Those who truly recognize that | am
the One in charge will always look to
Me as their Provider, Protector, and
Friend. So they will quickly and often
come to me — even when they don’t
have some big need. Most people on
earth think that they can handle life
by themselves in normal times. And
this is the biggest reason why they
never find true happiness. So you
want to be happy? First recognize
your immense lack, and see that your
fulfillment lies in Me!

Matthew 5:4 - MOURN COM-
FORTED

But let me explain what it means
to be truly poor in spirit. There are
some people who find that they are
lacking, but it simply results in inse-
curity and low self-esteem. This is
NOT what | mean by being poor in
spirit. When you truly see your lack,
there will be a genuine heart of mourn-
ing that accompanies it. So it is not
just an intellectual agreement that you
are lacking. If itis real, there will be a
deep emotional weight that comes
with it.How can you genuinely see
your lack and not also be thoroughly
affected by it.

But how will your mourning be the
source of happiness? Because | will
give you the the Holy Spirit, and He

is the Infinite Comforter. When you
truly see and embrace your lack, you
will find that I fill your lack. And not
even my gifts or my blessings, but |
Myself will be your comfort, your sat-
isfaction, and your fulfillment.
Sounds against everything you learn
in this world, but | did come to turn
this world right side up!

Matthew 5:5- GENTLE INHERIT
THE EARTH

It’s amazing how the world has it
upside down. Ittells you that you have
to grab and be assertive and have a
“whatever it takes” mentality to get
ahead. Well, they’re wrong. Those
who will end up owning everything on
the earth are those who do not grab,
and who do not step on others to get
ahead. Just be kind and gentle in your
conduct and speech. And watch what
happens. You’ll gain a much better
thing than money. You’ll win the only
things on this earth that is precious:
The souls of people. People will be
won over to Me and My plan for their
lives by your gentleness (1 Peter 3:15).
And believe Me, that’s the best thing
that this earth has in it, and you will
have obtained that! Let others have
the money, the fame, and the power —
all of those are here today, gone to-
morrow. You seek people’s souls. On
the final day when I reveal everything,
you will see that you were the real
winner —you would have obtained the
very best that this world has in it.

Matthew 5:6 - HUNGER AND
THIRST FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS
- SATISFIED

Here’s another side to true happi-
ness on this earth. Pay attention to
what you really crave. When | say
“crave” | am thinking about more than
even wanting. Do you know how you

28010201308 | HAVaiQoIB 2015



YOUTH SECTION

“crave” for water after a long walk on
a hot day? You know how intensely
you long for water to satisfy you?
That’s what | mean by crave. Now,
you’ll notice that the world craves for
money, for power, for beauty, for sta-
tus, for fame, for houses, for cars, etc.
Well, don’t listen to their lies. You
crave for righteous living. Seek to be
honest and fair and upright. Long for
justice and goodness on this earth. And
prove that you mean it in your own
personal life. Take this seriously, and
you’ll see a kind of satisfaction that
all those other things of this world
cannot bring.

Matthew 5:7 -
SHOWN MERCY

And speaking of others in the
world, be merciful to them. You don’t
know what they’re going through right
now. You also don’t know what all
they might have gone through. You
wouldn’t know this, but many of them
are holding on much better than even
you would, if you had to go through
what they went through. So be merci-
ful to them. Do you remember how |
received you when you came begging
for forgiveness? Do you remember
the huge pile of evil things that were
stacked against you? And how I dis-
missed them right away because | am
merciful? Well, be that same way to
others as well. Believe Me, this will
make you happy.

Matthew 5:8 - PURE IN HEART -
SEE GOD

OK, a few more points on the path-
way to true happiness. Make it a pri-
mary focus of your life to remove all
idols from your heart. Your heart must
remain completely free of all other

MERCIFUL -

agendas and affections - so that it is
fully available for My love to fill it.
The more you see My mighty hand
working and ruling in every situation,
the more you’ll see of Me. So take
your eyes of your circumstances and
see My Hand that is in total control.

Matthew 5:9-12 - PEACEMAK-
ERS - FRIENDS OF GOD; FAC-
ING PERSECUTION

And here are a last couple of points
on happiness. You know you are My
son. Well the sons (and daughters) of
Mine will partner with Me in break-
ing down ALL barriers that exist be-
tween humans and Me. So strive to
tell others of the peace that they have
with Me because of the sacrifice of
Jesus. And when folks despise you
and your message of reconciliationor
persecute you, even then embrace
your inheritance with Me! Don’t lose
your commitment to live right, but al-
ways do this with a spirit of lowliness
and humility.

And finally, here’s one last point of
happiness. Think about all that | have
done for you. Think about the cross |
bore daily to put My own will to death.
The biggest “persecution” you will
probably need to endure is the
daily”persecution” of your self-will.
But as you deny your self-will no mat-
ter what the cost (no matter what com-
fort or pleasures persecutes you), you
are making a footstool for Me. And
then, you don’t have to worry what
people do to you. | will give you ex-
traordinary grace to deal with all your
extraordinary trials.

I’Il pick it up from here in the next
installment.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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THE INCREASE OF GOD

David Wilkerson

ou may be totally oblivious to the tremendous
maturing process taking place inside you. Paul likens
our spiritual growth to the growth of our bodies. He
says our souls are nourished in the same way as our
physical joints, muscles and fibers. He calls this being
“[increased] with the increase of God” (Colossians 2:19).

Such growth comes from the Head. Simply put, as you trust
and abide in Christ, a never-ending flow of His life is pumped
into your soul. Jesus is a constant life-force in your being, a
living stream that never shuts down. Therefore, His life is
constantly emanating into yours, even while you are sleeping.
He provides a fresh supply to you every day, no matter how
you feel on the outside.

How do you think Israel survived forty years in the
wilderness? They lived on manna, bread sent from heaven.
This “angels’ food” had all the nutrients needed to build up
the Israelites’ immune systems. That is why God’s people
never contracted any of the diseases of Egypt. All around
them, the Canaanites and Philistines were dying of plagues,
yetthe whole time, Israel remained immune.

So itis with Christ, our manna today. He is the bread sent to
us from heaven and He builds up our spiritual immune
systems against sins of all kinds. We may not see outward
signs that this mannais at work in us (just as we don’t see our
physical bodies’ immune systems growing stronger). But
God’'s Word promises that all who love Jesus will grow
stronger in their spiritual immunity.

Think about it: At times you still may be tempted, but over
the years you've found growing power to resist the world’s
seductions. And you've grown more disgusted with the filth
you see around you. You no longer think or talk as the world
does. While your coworkers are howling, “It's Friday—party
time,” you're thinking, “Only two more days till Sunday.”
That’s because you are growing! o
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