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Question:
Can you give me a summary of the teachings of Jesus?

Answer:

This is a continuation from
my answer last month where |
was paraphrasing the Sermon
on the Mount in ordinary lan-
guage. | had gone upto Matthew
5:12, so | pick it up from there
here. | have written this in the
form of a letter from God PER-
SONALLY to me — because
that’s how | see God’s Word.
It’s not a set of edicts and com-
mands; it’s a letter written by
the God who is love. 1 will split
it up over the next few months.
| hope that my personal para-
phrase will bring fresh meaning
to passages that we might al-
ready know.

Youth Section

THE SERMON
0N THE
MOLINT-II

Sandeep Poonen

MY PARAPHRASE ON THE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT

Dear Sandeep,

Matthew 5:13-16

So try Me and see - you’ll find
that what | have sharedis THE
pathway to true and eternal happi-
ness.

But look, don’t expect great
crowds to embrace this pathway to
happiness. There’s simply not a
lot like you, but | don’t need a lot
either. Do you know how much
salt is required for a huge meal?
Notawhole lot. Do you know how
big a light-bulb you need to
brighten aroom? Not awhole lot!
So also with this journey - I’ll take
the few who are “all in” and | will
use them to make all the differ-
ence. So just do your part, and
don’t cover up and hide what I’ve
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YOUTH SECTION

shown you. The reason | showed
you the way is so that you could
share it with others. So be bold
and unashamed and others will
surely see the God that you are
standing up for!

Matthew 5:17-20

OK, now that I’ve shared these
first principles to being happy, |
want to explain some of the things
that | have given to you in the
Bible. I want to explain the real
intent behind these things.

First of all, I was very inten-
tional in providing these instruc-
tions. | am not merely giving you
suggestions on how to live life. So
just don’t pick and choose which
things you like and don’t like.
They’re all for your good. But
most of all, remember this: | did
not give these instructions for you
to simply memorize, talk about
with others, or even “teach” as
great truths. No, | gave them to
you because | want you to obey
them first. Only then are you
qualified to teach it to others. In
everything, I want you to follow
through in living out what you
speak about (v 20; Matthew
23:2). The sin of hypocrisy is
most disgusting to me.
Matthew 5:21-26

So let me explain My heart to
you in some of the instructions that
| have given you...

You know | told you that you
shouldn’t go around killing people.
Do you really think that this is all
| cared about when it comes to
dealing with anger? Not at all - |
am looking at the state of your
heart. And getting angry at some-
body on the inside is just as much
an offense to ME! So take even
that kind of “getting angry” seri-
ously. And what’s worse than get-
ting angry in your mind is when
you are mean to them with your
words. And even worse still, is
when you demean their value as a
person (either directly or to some-
body else). If you have done this,
then restoring peace with them
should be your top priority. |
would even say that you should
stop reading any further in this let-
ter and reach out to that person and
make peace with him.

Matthew 5:27-37

Ok, let’s take another area - the
broad area of sexuality. When it
comes to sexual desire, it is your
intentions that count. So very sim-
ply, I want to intend well(v 27-
28). You know very well that ev-
ery woman on this earth is a sa-
cred daughter of the Almighty
God. Sothey are to be treated with
holy reverence. Act like a blind
and maimed man would, to the
sexual attractions of all other
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YOUTH SECTION

women besides your wife (v 29-
30).

I am an altogether loving God,
but there is a real place called hell.
Hell is the only place where my
love is completely and utterly ab-
sent. And listen to me very care-
fully: Anger and sexual lust that is
left unaddressed will send you to
hell. So be on your guard and ad-
dress them ruthlessly.

And with regards to your mar-
riage, respect the holy sanctity of
marriage. Don’t even entertain the
thoughts of divorce and ending
your marriage (v 31-32).

One more thing about your
words — be intentional about what
you say. You know how easy it is
for you to use religious talk and
pious language to make people
think you are spiritual. Tell people
that you will pray for them only if
you mean it. When you sing songs
about longing for Me and My will,
do that only if you are genuinely
longing to be surrendered to My
will. So choose your words more
carefully, in a way that others
know that you mean EVERY
WORD | SAY (v 33-37).

Matthew 5:38-48

Ok, so I’ve talked a lot about ho-
liness. Now, let me tell you a bit

about the other side of the SAME
coin.

Be compassionate. There’s no
place for a tit-for-tat mentality, or
a “I’ll only scratch your back only
if you scratch my back” mindset
for the true Christian. Now to be
sure, justice is a very important
virtue in my mind, and I will make
sure that perfect justice is ex-
ecuted. But I am the one to take
care of that, not you. Remember
how | deal with you. You surely
don’t get justice from Me when
you approach Me, do you? No,
you always get a mercy; | crown
you with compassion. So also, you
be an ambassador of My everlast-
ing compassion to others. Nobody
should go to hell. So grow in your
heart of mercy towards others.

Remember this important truth
that many people miss: Holiness
that is not coupled with compas-
sion is useless. You need to grow
to be more and more perfect in
both! Alife full of holiness AND
a life full of compassion is what
God has, and what you should
have too! Otherwise, you’re a top-
class hypocrite.

I’ll pick it up from here in the
next installment.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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The Perfect Church

AW TOZER

Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the
fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. -1 Thessalonians 5:14

Our lofty idealism would argue that all Christians should be perfect, but
a blunt realism forces us to admit that perfection is rare even among the
saints. The part of wisdom is to accept our Christian brothers and sisters
for whatthey are rather than for what they should be....

There is much that is imperfect about us, and it is fitting that we
recognize it and call upon God for charity to put up with one another. The
perfect church is not on this earth. The most spiritual church is sure to
have in it some who are still bothered by the flesh.

Anold Italian proverb says, "He that will have none but a perfect brother
must resign himself to remain brotherless." However earnestly we may
desire that our Christian brother go on toward perfection, we must accept
him as he is and learn to get along with him. To treat an imperfect brother
impatiently is to advertise our own imperfections. {

Good But Not Great

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. - 1
Corinthians 4:2

Then there are the men who are good but not great, and we may thank
God that there are so many of them, being grateful not that they failed to
achieve greatness but that by the grace of God they managed to acquire
plain goodness....

Every pastor knows this kind-the plain people who have nothing to
recommend them but their deep devotion to their Lord and the fruit of the
Spirit which they all unconsciously display. Without these the churches as
we know them in city, town and country could not carry on. These are the
first to come forward when there is work to be done and the last to go
home when there is prayer to be made. They are not known beyond the
borders of their own parish because there is nothing dramatic in
faithfulness or newsworthy in goodness, but their presence is a
benediction wherever they go. They have no greatness to draw to them the
admiring eyes of carnal men but are content to be good men and full of the
Holy Ghost, waiting in faith for the day that their true worth shall be known.
When they die they leave behind them a fragrance of Christ that lingers
long afterthe cheap celebrities of the day are forgotten. {
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