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Question:
Can you give me a summary of the teachings of Jesus?

Answer:

This is a continuation from my
answer over the last 2 months
where | was paraphrasing the Ser-
mon on the Mount in ordinary lan-
guage. | had finished Matthew 5,
so | pick it up from there here. |
have written this in the form of a
letter from God PERSONALLY to
me — because that’s how | see
God’s Word. It’s not a set of edicts
and commands; it’s a letter writ-
ten by the God who is love. | will
split it up over the next few
months. | hope that my personal
paraphrase will bring fresh mean-
ing to passages that we might al-
ready know.

Youth Section

THE SERMON

0N THE
MOLINT-MII

Sandeep Poonen

MY PARAPHRASE ON THE
SERMON ON THE MOUNT
(PART 3)

Matthew 6:1-18

So let’s talk a bit more about
some of the signs of hypocrisy in
some of your religious activities:

m  Giving and Fasting :
Very simply, do your best to do all
your giving and your fasting in
secret. There is so much honor-
seeking in all the subtle and reli-
gion-coated ways in which humans
reveal their giving and fasting. So
fight to keep your giving and your
fasting hidden. Don’t worry, |
keep accurate accounts of EVERY-
THING, and | don’t miss a single
thing. You will have your reward
from Me!
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YOUTH SECTION

B Prayer: Oh my, prayer is
probably where hypocrisy festers
most among Christians here. The
songs you sing as prayers, the
prayers you pray - there are so
much lies being said. So first of
all, don’t pray mindlessly. Pray
with purpose, and believe me, I lis-
ten to you when you come sin-
cerely and with a heart fully sur-
rendered to Me. And also remem-
ber these broad guidelines about
prayer:

®  Pray primarily with the
PURPOSE of aligning yourself
more and more closer to God (v 9-
13)

B Your prayers can change
events and circumstances. | don’t
know if you really believe this, but
it’s true. So ask for the practical
needs of you and those around you.
And don’t only think about your-
self when you pray — see that you
are a part of an “us” — others that |
have put in your life (v 9-13)

m  Evenif you don’t see the
answers to the prayers in the way
you expect, trust Me on this one
thing: | am ordering all things in
the BEST possible way. And the
best possible way is the one where
I am most lifted up and magnified.

m  Just one last thing about
prayer. Don’t even think about

talking to Me if you still hold
grudges against others and refuse
to forgive them. Let go of that hold
you have on them. Let me put this
as plainly as I possibly can: I sim-
ply cannot and will not tolerate
those who refuse to forgive.

Matthew 6:19-34

And here’s another area that is
an immediate deal-breaker to a re-
lationship with Me: GREED!
Keep your focus singularly on Me.
Our relationship is exactly like a
marriage relationship, so of course
you know | desire your loyalty.
This world system has been de-
signed to satisfy your greed. So
there are so many things on this
earth that can tempt you to be
greedy. And greed for anything in
this world means that I’ve lost your
heart to that.

So remember that this is a big
issue for me. You’re either go-
ing to spend your emotions be-
ing greedy for something this
world offers, or you’re going
spend your emotions being de-
voted to Me! And let me give you
the first sign that you are giving in
to the greed of this world system:
You struggle with WORRY.

m  Look, | know you must
take care of your family and its
needs. But is that what your life
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YOUTH SECTION

revolves around? And is that what
gives you most joy and excite-
ment? Then you’re going to defi-
nitely struggle with worry.

B Let me ask you a few
questions: What are you most ex-
cited about? What are you most
troubled about? What do you gen-
erally go to sleep thinking about?
If you are not most excited and
interested about My plans and
principles for you and your family
and your church and the world,
then you are going to be worried
and you are submitting yourself to
the wrong things. Now oftentimes,
it’s the normal and the necessary
stuff that can unnecssarily occupy
all your thoughts and distract you
from a devotion to Me. Keep
fighting to make My agenda and
My prescriptions of living life the
primary focus of your life.

Matthew 7:1-6

Wow, we’ve covered a lot. I’ve
just got a few more things to
say...And there are some impor-
tant ones here.

I’ve talked so much about holi-
ness, about compassion, about
your interactions with Me, and
your fight against this world sys-
tem.

But even if you obey all that I’ve
said so far, there’s one sin that can
spoil itall. So listen carefully. Do
not judge others! You do this and
you will squander all the holiness
that you have obtained from over-
coming the various sinsl just spoke
about (Matthew 5 & 6). When you
have a judgmental spirit, you
throw all that wonderful “New
Covenant spirituality” to the dogs.
That spirit of pride and judgment
will end up tearing apart all your
other righteousness to pieces.

Matthew 7:3-5

I mean it - you judge yourself
and leave all other judging to
Me! Whatever sin you might see
in others and judge them about, is
trivial compared to the sin of judg-
ing that you are guilty of! Let Me
put it this way: When you judge
others, you prove that you are
spiritually blind. And because you
are so insecure about your spiri-
tual blindness, you find little ar-
eas to find fault in others - as a way
of distracting everybody from see-
ing the HUGE problems that you
have. But | am not fooled. So
judge yourself and ask for My help
to get rid of that blindness.

I’ll conclude this in my next in-
stallment.

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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A TIME BOMB!

Peter Pollock

Scripture: | Cor 6: Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is
outside the body but he who commits sexual immorality sins against
his own body.

From this it would definitely appear that sexual misconduct is a special
sin! Indeed, every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but
sexual deviance is different. When a man and woman get married it is a
profound moment in the spiritual realm- the two become one! The
consummation of marriage in the sexual act is the firming of the covenant,
confirmed by the shedding of blood, breaking the hymen, and this
establishes sacred ground that no man should dare trespass! Sex is for
procreation and for the marriage bed alone! This ordinance should be
honoured by all.

Lust, passion and perversion is unacceptable and God is very clear
about that! The body is not for sexual immorality, it is the temple of the
Holy Spirit, and should be recognized as such. The unrighteous will not
enter the Kingdom of God. Do not be deceived by those who contend and
debate otherwise! God could not be more adamant. Itis a black and white
issue with no gray areas! Fornicators will not make it, nor will adulterers,
homosexuals or sodomites.

You don’t have to understand any special languages or read into this
message any special contexts, God considers sexual sin an abomination
and itis a one-way ticket to hell. There is a natural reticence about sexand
that is not a guilt complex as some might suggest. Sex is not just a brazen
bodily function. It is very personal and very intimate relationship between
a husband and a wife because God meant it to be that way! Sexual sin
stains the deepest part of our identity. Sexual interference dents your girls
andtheir ability or desire to have normal sexual relationships later in life. It
is horrific the number of young girls who are abused by close relatives.
Sexual sin pollutes the fountainhead of our highest creativity-
procreation. Sexual sin breaks the bond of the deepest human
relationship, marriage. It breaks trust with the body of Christ, the
believers, and assaults the Lordship of Jesus Christ in your life. Virginity is
not out of date! A couple of minutes of lust have ruined many lives
because sex is beautiful in the right place - marriage- but outside it is a
time bomb, a Satanic obsession and deception, just waiting to go off for
those who regard it just as fun part of life’s hedonistic cul-de-sac! ®
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