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Question:
Can you give me a summary of the teachings of Jesus?

Answer:

This is the final installemnt in my answer
where | was paraphrasing the Sermon on
the Mount in ordinary language. | had
gone upto Matthew 7:6, so | pick it up from
there and conclude. | have written this in
the form of a letter from God PERSON-
ALLY to me — because that's how | see
God's Word. It's not a set of edicts and
commands; it’s a letter written by the God
who is love. | will split it up over the next
few months. | hope that my personal para-
phrase will bring fresh meaning to pas-
sages that we might already know.

MY PARAPHRASE ON THE SERMON
ON THE MOUNT (PART 4)

Matthew 7:7-14

Are you overwhelmed by all that | have
written already? Does it seem that the
Christian life went from difficult to down-
right impossible? Well, good then. Be-
cause it is truly impossible to live this life
without Divine help. The point of all that |
have written is not that you just go out
and blindly obey. You must seek to obey
me with all Your heart (Remember, | have
said multiple times that the greatest com-

Youth Section

THE SERMON

0N THE
MOUNT-IV

Sandeep Poonen

mandment is to love Me with all your heart.
And | have also repeatedly said that to
love me with all your heart is to obey me
with all your heart). But if you're serious
about obeying Me, you'll easily see that
you need Divine help.

And | give you all the help you need in the
Divine Helper — the Holy Spirit. And He
is given to anybody who simply asks
with child-like faith. And don't think that
my Holy Spirit is a one-time experience
that you ask for Him and obtain once. No,
He's like water that you need again and
again to quench your thirst. So keep ask-
ing for Him at every trial, keep seeking for
Him when you feel lost, and keep knock-
ing on every door that makes you feel
locked out from access to Me. Seek know-
ing that you truly do need Him to live ev-
ery part of this New Covenant life that |
have just explained. The reason you don't
have the Holy Spirit in His power like you
could, is that you are not asking and ask-
ing and asking every day. Maybe you
asked for Him and His power yesterday?
Does yesterday's water quench your thirst
today? As you judge yourself, you'll rec-
ognize your thirst. Then ask, seek, and
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knock with thirsty, child-like faith, and I'll
always give you the Holy Spirit. | never
seek to withhold Him from you.

Let me warn you yet again: Many are
going to fall by the way-side and choose
an easier path. Don'ttell me | didn’t warn
you. So | sincerely hope that you will
choose the pathway | have spelled out -
because it is the only one that will be life-
giving. And that's what you're after, right?

Matthew 7:15-23

And just as few will choose the pathway
to life, there will also be plenty of fakers
and pretenders in Christian leadership.
There are many hirelings who are only
pretending to be true shepherds. But
they're not true shepherds, because they
are all about simply putting up a good front
and making a big show of how well they
are taking care of the sheep and doing
wonders for the sheep. They're not inter-
ested in Me and doing whatever | ask
them to do. They are so enamored by
their incredible talents, that they long ago
stopped asking me for what | wanted them
to do. They go around just doing their
own thing, still using my Name and acting
as if they are working for Me, but | have
no access to their lives. But | see their
actions and how they mistreat My flock
and have no authentic spirituality. Well,
you'll see this soon - | will have nothing to
do with such pretenders.

Matthew 7:24-27

OK, that's about all | had to say. So let
me leave you with one parting comment
about all I have written.

You can read and re-read this letter, and
even agree with everything | say. And you
can post this on Facebook and your blog
and pass it on to all your friends. You might

even “believe” all that | write with your
mind, and you might even defend what |
have written. That means nothing to me.
Remember when | told you that even the
demons believe and tremble? So the real
question is whether you will change your
ways in what | have shared with you? Will
you be quick to obey from now on? If so,
receiving these words of Mine and com-
mitting to living it out will guarantee you a
rock-solid life. Yes, | can indeed GUAR-
ANTEE YOU an unshakeable blessed and
happy life if you will simply obey what |
have written here. If you believe Me, be-
have just like you believe.

But if you are not willing to obey what I've
said, don't blame Me when your world
comes crashing down on you and you find
that you wasted your life here on earth.

OK, that's it. Let Me end with what |
started with. Remember that | am Love.
Love is not something | do. It is simply
what | am. So everything | write is with
“Absolute Love.” And even when you
read things in this letter that are difficult
to embrace, please remember that | am
Love, and | always and only speak in
Love...

Your loving Dad

P.S. When are you planning to visit Me
again? I'm including the free pass signed
in the blood of your eldest brother Jesus.
It gaurantees you access to all of heaven,
but best of all, my lap - the lap of Love!
See you soon!

[I hope this paraphrase has blessed you.
I hope it has kindled a fresh desire to draw
closer to Jesus. This is my intent. May
God help all of us.] -

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep@poonen.org)
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KNOWING AND FOLLOWING

F. B Meyer

"Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord."-- Hos 6:3.

God. They have not seen the heavenly vision. Religion to them

consists in saying, over and over again, the same prayers that they
have used for years, and reading a prescribed portion of Scripture. This is
better than nothing, but they cannot appropriate David's comparison
between himself and the hunted deer that pants for the water-brook, or
our Lord's blessing for those that "hunger and thirst after righteousness."

But with others, there is a longing for a further advance. Like the
Apostle, they are pressing toward the mark, though it seems to evade
them and to recede! They are like the blind man, on whom our Lord
wrought the miracle. First, he saw men as trees walking, dimly
appreciating the glory of perfect vision; but, presently, as those dear
hands touched him again, he saw clearly. Is there one who reads this page
who does not long for this clear vision, this knowledge of God! Let us not
desistin our quest, but follow on! When the last lesson is learned, the last
and deepest surrender taken, the final act of faith accomplished, the
partition will remove, and we shall know what Pascal meant when he
wrote: "The world hath not known Thee, but | have known Thee. Joy! Joy!
Joy! Tears of Joy!" "Now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to
face: now | know in part; but then shall  know even as also | am known." (1
Cor13:12).

God has a Way of His own for each of us. "His going forth is prepared as
the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain." Some are smitten by
a sudden sense of the reality and vision of the Eternal World, that hides
behind the veil of sense. Others, as they partake of the Bread and Wine of
Communion, have such a vision of the love of Jesus, that they are more
than satisfied. At any time a heavenly door may open before the knock of
the seeker; or, we may suddenly look up and see His face, and exclaim
with St. Paul: "The Lord is at hand!" We shall see His hand beckoning to us,
and we shall arise and follow into that world of reality and love that is so
near, butsometimes seems so far!

s OME PEOPLE do not seem to desire to advance in the knowledge of

PRAYER

Lord Jesus! Give us this second sight, we beseech Thee! Lift us up, by
Thy strong arm, above the mists and darkness of the valley, to walk with
Thee onthe high level of Thy manifested presence and glory. AMEN. [
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