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1. Place of Publication

2. Periodicity

3. Printer's Name
Whether Citizen of India
Address

4. Publisher's Name
Whether Citizen of India
Address

5. Editor’s Name
Whether Citizen of India
Address

percent of the total capital.

the best of my knowledge and belief.

Form IV (See Rule 8)

STATEMENT ABOUT OWNERSHIP AND OTHER PARTICULARS ABOUT
JEEVAMOZHIKAL

6. Name address of the firm, who owns the News paper & holding more than one

Christian Fellowship Trust, Kottyam - 16
[, SUNNY VARGHESE hereby declare that the particulars given above are true to

KOTTAYAM
MONTHLY

SUNNY VARGHESE
Yes

Pemalavadakethil
Ettumanoor P.O., Kottayam - 686 631

Sunny Varghese
Yes

Pemalavadakethil
Ettumanoor P.O., Kottayam - 686 631

Geoji T. Samuel
Yes

“Ardram”
C.A.C. Campus, Kumaranalloor P.O.
Kottayam - 16

Sd/-
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Youth Section

GENLINE REVIVAL FROM GOD

Sandeep Poonen

Thereisa perpetual talk of revival among
Christian circles. And we hear of all kinds of
stories of revival from times past, all the way
back from the Day of Pentecost. But we make
a mistake by trying to copycat past revivals.
Any legitimate revival among people requires
the Holy Spirit. And He simply cannot be
bottled into programs, paradigms, and past
outpourings.

What we can rely on however, are the
promises in God’s Word. Even events that
we read about in the Bible might have been
unique to that time or for a particular need.
God does not guarantee an exact repeat of
events in the Bible. The God who saved
Daniel from the lions in the Old Testament did
not save the Christians from the lions in the
Coliseum. But what God does guarantee for
us are His promises. The PROMISES of God
are a resounding “Yes" for those who are in
Jesus Christ, and who say with faith, “Amen;
it will be so!” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

So what is the promise of God as it relates
to a revival. Here’s one clear verse about re-
vival:

Isaiah 57:15 - For thus says the high and
exalted One Who lives forever, whose name
is Holy,

“I dwell on a high and holy place, and also
with the contrite and lowly of spirit; in order to
revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the
heart of the contrite.”

Here, we are promised a revival where God
clearly does the reviving. So | better pay at-
tention to what is written here. And | can also
place great confidence in what He says here.

WHERE GOD CHOOSES TO DWELL
The first part of this verse makes an in-
credible statement about where God lives.

God can dwell wherever He wants to dwell -
He is God after all. And it's probably easy for
us to imagine God dwelling in a high and holy
place up in heaven. That's where we would
imagine God would dwell. But if we were hon-
est, itis hard for our minds to picture Almighty
God intentionally LIVING (making His home)
with those who are contrite and lowly of spirit.
Maybe God would visit them and be good to
them; but dwelling in them more than that tal-
ented and the gifted and the prosperous and
well-mannered? That's not immediately how
we probably think.

Being lowly and contrite of spirit are defi-
nitely not enviable characteristics in the world.
But I'd dare say that they are not enviable even
among most Christians. Yet the Lord is clear
about His deep fondness for the lowly and
contrite elsewhere as well (Isaiah 66:1-2;
Matthew 5:3).

So this is something that we must pay
close attention to. We must recognize that
there is something inside of us that generally
despises the lowly and contrite in spirit,
whereas God meanwhile thinks very highly of
them (Isaiah 55:9). And we are wise if we re-
new our minds to God's point of view.

Lowly:

The lowly are those who are lower than
others, and who are willing be the lowest. So
to be lowly is to long to be under subjection.

There are many people who claim to have
a longing for revival. But they're not eager to
be under subjection to godly leaders (Hebrews
13:17). Many who want revival really just want
to witness miracles and experience the super-
natural. They quote the stories of God mov-
ing in Acts and thereby justify their desire for
revival through supernatural feats. But they
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don't thoroughly embrace submission. They
don’t seem to find anybody who is more spiri-
tual than they are — so they don't really sub-
mit to anyone. Such people could go to all
the prayer meetings in the world, but God will
not dwell with such people, and God will be
unable to bring revival to them.

Contrite:

The contrite are those who are crushed.
Now what does it mean for something to be
crushed? | see this as no longer having any
hardness or any resistance. Those who are
crushed are those who no longer have any
resistance or hardness towards God.

Now, we might think that we don't have
any resistance to God. But consider Job. He
was a righteous and blameless man. And
even when he lost his possessions and his
children, he remained blameless. But Job was
still not truly crushed. And we see his resis-
tance and hardness to God when his body was
covered with boils. Then we see several chap-
ters of his resistance and hardness towards
God. And Job's trial was complete only when
Job saw God in a brand new way, that it
crushed him and caused him to “repent in dust
and ashes” (Job 42:6).

Now remember, the devil was the one who
inflicted Job with the boils. God was able to
use the evil works of the devil to show Job his
hidden hardness of heart. Job was so contrite
that even when God sent his so-called righ-
teous friends to him for prayer, Job prayed and
interceded for them. He didn’t hold on to any
bitterness for all the ways they castigated him
when he was suffering. He was crushed that
he didn't resist any of God's instructions.

REVIVAL FROM GOD

The revival of God is very different from
what we might have in our minds about re-
vival. | hear a lot of stories about how revival
comes when people pray and seek the heart
of God. | believe that revival is a result of
people genuinely seeking God. But the infer-
ence from that is not that we can program re-
vival by constantly having prayer meetings.

Not all prayer meetings result in revival; only
prayer meetings of the lowly and contrite in
heart will result in revival. One could attend
all the prayer meetings in the world, and led
by the most holy men in the world, but still
never becoming lowly and contrite of spirit.
Such people are not ready to be revived by
God. Such people might be pumped up and
inspired to even change habits and live differ-
ently. But the revival that God brings is re-
served for those who are lowly and contrite of
Spirit.

Isaiah 57:15 tells me that God not only
dwells among those who are lowly and con-
trite, but that He seeks to revive such people.

Think about Adam and Eve. They were
beautifully formed creations of God. But they
needed to be revived. And God did just that
by breathing into them His very own breath.
Similarly, the lowly and contrite of spirit are
beautiful to God, but they are weak and use-
less to God until He revives them. So we who
seek to be lowly and contrite must recognize
that the end state is a revival from God — where
His Holy Spirit breathes the life of God into
us.

So as we can see, true revival goes far
beyond all of our emotions and feelings. And
true revival initiated by God goes way beyond
all of our thoughts of revival. It even goes
beyond all our long prayer meetings and our
loud proclamations of deep longing for revival.
God looks way beyond our emotions and our
thoughts, down to the deepest intentions of
our heart!

Let us not be discouraged because we
don't see revival by feats of miracles and
healings. How can any of such things com-
pare to the miracle of God dwelling with us
and having a personal revival by God himself?
Let us rest and grow strong in faith on the
promise of God: He is looking for people who
genuinely long to submit and take the low
place, and no longer resist to God but fully
accept all of His workings in their lives. To such
people, God GUARANTEES revival, by the
authority of His Word. [
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JUDGEMENTALISM

Paul Billneimer

njust and unloving criticism of others has been called

the 'peculiar sin of the saints'. In fact, it is the most

glaring vice of 'holy people'. Many who are most
emphatic in condemning the doctrine of a 'sinning Christianity’
are often most guilty of violating Christ's unequivocal command,
'judge not' (Matt 7:1). This violation is sin.

Increasing judgementalism is actually a sign of decreasing
grace. It implies that we do not believe that God is capable of
correcting His children Himself. In other words, we are trying to
do God's job for Him. The average critical saint has more
confidence in criticism than Prayer, to remedy a situation.

A man cannot become judgmental without elevating himself
and self elevation is the characteristics of Lucifer. The essence
of our fallen condition is self exaltation, the determination to be
first. Therefore the willingness to humble oneself and to be last
instead offirst, is a greater miracle than even walking on water.

Aclear indication that judgementalism is always wrong is that
it always, without exception, dims one's relationship with God
and interfers with one's prayer life. One cannot pray effectively
for others while he is judging and condemning them. Someday
we will discover that pride of opinion is a greater sin than a
supposedly incorrect doctrine over which we have broken
fellowship with another.

Therefore do not fall into Satan's trap of judgementalism. But
rather choose God's way the way of agape love that covers.
Love neverfails. °
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