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SETTING A

GOAL FOR
LTFE

Sandeep Poonen

Question:

You have mentioned that the Christian life is a journey. But do we as
Christians have a destination in this journey? I would like to treat my
Christian walk as a journey, but shouldn’t I know where I am going?
Also, how can I know if I'm going in the right direction?

Answer:

This is a continuation of my answer to this question. In Part 1 of my
answer last month, I wrote that the destination of all Christians (from the
Bible) was to become conformed to the image of Jesus (Romans 8:29).
So my destination was to be an exact reflection of Jesus.

And I mentioned that there were two parts to reflecting Jesus exactly:

1. His internal, personal life as it relates to His character
2. His inter-personal life as it relates to His ministry

And in the previous article, I spoke about what it meant to be like Jesus
in character. From 1 John 3:2-3, we see that we are to be like Jesus in
our individual lives in the way He was free from all sin. We cannot
tolerate any sin that we find within ourselves. When we discover a sin
within us, it is God’s merciful way of showing us where we are not like
Jesus; and we must ask Him to change us so that we can be rid of that
sin and reflect Jesus in that area too.

Here, I want to talk about the second point. We are also asked to
reflect Jesus in the way He carried out His ministry. But this is an
area where I find that most people have very little understanding of the
real truth.

The Christian world is full of people who would like to be just like
Jesus in his external life. They see all the miracles and the walking on the
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water and the raising of the dead - and they would love to also imitate this
Jesus.

How about you? What do you think about the life of Jesus and His
external life? Why don’t you also desire to do miracles like Jesus? Why
don’t you desire to heal the sick and free the oppressed like Jesus? Isn’t
this also the Person of Jesus that is described? Yes, we might say that we
must imitate Jesus in His freedom from sin. But does that mean that we
don’t imitate Jesus in His external life?

For many years, I too was convinced that most of the Christian world
had gotten it wrong, and that imitating Jesus only meant freedom from
sin. And to be clear, I am very thankful for the focus on living in freedom
from sin that it has had on my life.

But I've since realized that this was only part of what it meant to be like
Jesus. The calling of God was that we were like Jesus both internally and
externally.

So how do we do that? How do we reflect Jesus in His miracles and
healings and teaching and other gifts that He had?

Here is the secret:

We do not do this as individuals trying to be like Jesus by ourselves.
Instead, we do this as a BODY of believers.

Did you get that? Have you seen the Body of Jesus Christ as essential to
your fundamental destination? The church is the Body of Christ - so have
you seen that the local church is fundamental to YOUR destination as a
Christian? Listen to these amazing words by Paul:

Ephesians 2:14-16 - ""For He Himself is our peace, who made both
groups into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by
abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments
contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two into
one new man, thus establishing peace, 'and might reconcile them both in
one body to God through the cross, by it having put to death the enmity.

Before Jesus came to this earth, the promises of God were only for the
people of Israel. So the rest of us were Gentiles, and had “no hope” as we
were “strangers from the covenants of promise” (verse 12). But verse 14
tells me that Jesus is the uniting peace that breaks down any barriers that
separated us from accessing the promises of God.

And verses 15 and 16 tell me the reason why He did that. God did NOT
give us such great promises just so that we could be individually holy. No,
that is just part of the gospel.
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He wanted to make all of us one, SO THAT IN HIMSELF, HE MIGHT
MAKE THE TWO INTO ONE NEW MAN (verse 15).

This is how the peace was established. It is when two become one that
peace is truly established. There is indeed a peace that we have when we
come into Christ. But the peace is truly established when I became
entrenched into Jesus as part of His body - WITH OTHER BELIEVERS
who also want to be like Jesus!

So I MUST desire that the external life of Jesus is also manifested. But
thank God that He does not expect me to do that by myself. He asks me
to be united with others in local expressions of the body of Jesus - and that
TOGETHER, we would demonstrate the ministry of Jesus’ external life as
well.

So I do not need to pray that God gives ME a particular gift of the Spirit
that Jesus evidenced. But I must desire that this gift is evidenced in the
body of Christ.

One_Caution:

Let me give you one caution about this. We must not be too carefree
and expect that all the gifts of the Spirit will be evidenced in one local
church. In one sense, the local church does represent Jesus. But in
another sense, we are part of the universal Body of Christ. And the Lord
gives particular gifts of the Spirit based on the need of people there.

So for example, there is no practical reason for most of us to perform
miracles. This is indeed one of the gifts of the Spirit, but that is probably
not the primary need for most of us to reflect Jesus. In fact, the gift of
miracle-working might destroy most of us - as we will get proud and
forget about intimacy with God. But to be sure, if the Lord does desire to
use you to perform miracles to draw people to Him, He will definitely give
you that gift.

However, in the local church, the primary need for EVERY MEMBER of
the Body is to bring strong words of exhortation, encouragement and
consolation to others. Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-3 to see why I say this.
And as you meditate on this, ask the Lord to open your eyes to the need
FOR YOU TO PLAY YOUR PART in being the Body of Christ.

But let us remember what I said earlier. This is NOT OPTIONAL for
any of us. Remember, this is part of our very destination that has been set
out for us. We are asked to be like Jesus. And being a fully-functioning
part of His body is the way we are conformed to the image of Jesus in His
external life.
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There is a great deal of selfishness that still exists in the individually-
holy Christian. So I pray that the Lord open our eyes to the great deception
into thinking that if we made it to the finish line ourselves, we would have
accomplished our task.

QOur task is to reach the finish line. We do that by being holy in
our personal life, AND by being united with others locally as the
Body of Jesus.

In closing, I must tell you that you are indeed privileged to learn this
truth about the fundamental importance of the Body of Christ. This truth
is hidden from so many Christians. You probably don’t go to most
churches and attend meetings where powerful prophetic words against
sin are being spoken by the many members.

Now to be clear, this is not because this is some cool church model that
only some have. No, this is commanded by Scripture, so it is imperative
that it be followed. It is a tragedy that most churches are not actively
pursuing this. To me, it is clear disobedience to God’s Word if we do not
fulfill this.

Also, this desire to build up the Body is not only for the church service.
It’s throughout the week, just as we try to live in freedom from sin all
week. So throughout the week, let us pray for one another as we are
burdened. Let us desire that the Lord will give us words to share. Let us
encourage one another through e-mails, phone calls, SMS-es, etc. Now
of course, we do not bombard others with this. We do all of this with a
prayerful and humble spirit - trying not to preach, but simply to uplift.

Let me close with the words of my Dad (Zac Poonen) - whose writings
and work with others have helped me understand the reality of this truth:

“As servants of the New Covenant, we must never rest satisfied with
individual brothers and sisters becoming godly. The local assembly itself
must be a representation of the Body of Christ. Otherwise we have
Jailed to fulfil God’s highest purpose” (New Covenant Servant - Chapter
7).

So may God help us to get closer to our God-given destination in 2011!

(please mail your genuine doubts to: sandeep @poonen.org)
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(1 OOY. 5:8)

CHRIST HAS WON
THE BATTLE FOR YOU

David Wilkerson

In recent months, I have read many sad, pitiful letters from believers
who are still bound by sinful habits/ Multitudes of struggling Christians
write, "I can't stop gambling.... I'm in the grips of an alcohol addiction....
I'm having an affair and I can't break it off....I'm slave to pornography."”
In letter after letter, these people say the same thing: "I love Jesus and
I've begged God to free me. I've prayed, wept and sought godly counsel.
But I just can't break free. What can I do?"

['ve spent much time seeking the Lord for wisdom on how to answer
these believers. I pray, "Lord you know your children's lives. Many are
devoted, Spirit-filled saints, yet they don't have your victory. They
don't know freedom. What's going on?"

At one point, I studied the biblical passages containing God's
promises to his people. I was reminded that the Lord pledged to keep
us from falling, to present us faultless, to justify us by faith, sanctify us
by faith, keep us holy by faith. He promises that our old man is crucified
by faith, and that we are translated into his kingdom by faith.

The one thing common to all of these promises is this phrase: "by
faith." Indeed, all these things are matters of faith, according to God's
Word. So I came to the only clear conclusion about these struggling
Christians' problems: somewhere at the root of their bondage is
unbelief. It all boils down to a simple lack of faith.

Are you struggling to gain victory by your willpower? Are you
fighting the battle in your old nature? Paul points out, "To him that
worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him
that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his
faith is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:4-5)

Your victory must come not through weeping or striving, but by
faith that Jesus Christ has won the battle for you.

"But without faith it is impossible to please him" (Hebrews 11:6).
Indeed, Paul says there is only one condition attached to God's promises:
"[That] ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard" (Colossians
2:7).

Christ surrendered everything to his Father, in order to be a totally
obedient Son. And we are to do likewise. We are to be totally dependent
on the Father, just as Christ was.



